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The concept of the guideline is presented 
(Hirai, et al.).

What is required in the universal 
guideline in preschool, primary school and 
secondary school?
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Soil plays an important 
role in each ecosystem.

SDGs
#2 Zero hunger
#5 Gender Equality
#6 Clean Water and 

Sanitation
#13 Climate Action
#15 Life on Land

It is important for 
school students to learn 
about soil correctly.

…but not all countries have 
content of soil in their curricula.

International soil education guideline 
A torch for making education curriculum in 

various countries!

Preschool (perception - sensitization):
touch and recognize soil as a part of nature

Primary school (be aware of - know of):
nature of soil (what soil is)
Important soil functions  • Supply nutrients

• Provide place of decomposition
• Provide habitats for various organisms
• Play role in water circulation
• Play role in gas exchange

Secondary school (know of ):
soils in relation to ecosystems

we need…

×water cycle

×gas exchange

Programme of study in UK

Courses of study in Japan

×nature of soil

Referring to the guideline,
curriculum in each country may be revised or new contents may be introduced.

Higher education

In this presentation, we discuss about…

Nature of soil (what soil is)Soil supply 
nutrients

Include concept of decomposition to 
complete cycle of life

Include habitats in soil

→maybe included in 
secondary school 
(stage 3) in relation to 
ecosystem study

×

Include soil and its 
habitants

Soil supply nutrients

The content included 
The content not included
Alteration suggested

Give us your opinion about 
universal soil education  guideline!

→should be included 
in early stage

Include concept of decomposition 
to complete cycle of life

Include water cycle 
with stage in soil

We suggest universal contents of soil education

✓
✓

✓
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