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Collaboration and innovation:
Critical to build a well-trained field epidemiology workforce

Background

« SAFETYNET is a non-profit association headquartered in Philippines and working in field epidemiology in South Asia and Western Pacific regions since 2009
 In 2014, Global Health Security Agenda (GHSA) set a target of having one trained field epidemiologist (FE) per 200,000 population to make the world safe from infectious disease threats
« In 2018, under GHSA, SAFETYNET was awarded a grant for building India’s FE workforce by strengthening regional FE Training Networks (FETPSs)

Objective

« To strengthen existing FETPs in India by building capacity in disease surveillance and outbreak response, scaling-up training and expanding the FETP network
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Impact Lessons, Challenges and Way forward
« Developed a pool of trained mentors for FETP training « Collaborating, innovation and investing in mentors build FE workforce and public health leadership
« Increased footprint of FETPs across India « Our challenges are scaling up while maintaining quality, advancing graduates’ careers, and ensuring
« Southeast Asia region (SEAR)’s only country with accredited advanced FETP sustainability
« SEAR's first LMS for FETP with open source code, real-time tracking of deliverables « Focus areas include developing in-house fundraising capacity and a repository of resources in LMS
« SEAR’s first Fellowship for FETP graduates for the SEAR
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