
Covariates:
- Maternal education;
- Family income.
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Exposure:
- Maternal dental fear.

Exposure and outcome:
- Child dental fear;
Outcome:
- Pattern of use of dental services.
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Table 2. Pattern of child dental visit by sociodemographic and dental fear variables. 2015 Pelotas Birth Cohort
Study. N=3,809.

Table 3. Associations between maternal and child dental fear, and between child dental fear and pattern of
dental visit. Regression analyses. 2015 Pelotas Birth Cohort Study. N=3,809. 
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This cohort study demonstrated that the presence of maternal dental fear is capable of increasing the prevalence of childhood dental fear. Additionally,
the presence of dental fear in children is associated with a higher prevalence of never having visited a dentist or having visited for curative reasons.
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Data from the 2015 Pelotas Birth Cohort were used:

Intergenerational dental fear and children’s pattern of dental service use:
data from the 2015 Pelotas birth cohort study

Dental fear can have a detrimental effect on children’s dental and general health. For
that reason, this study aimed to verify the relationship between intergenerational
dental fear and the use of early childhood dental services among participants in the
2015 Pelotas Birth Cohort study. 

Pelotas

Statistical analyses  were performed on the software Stata, version 15.0. Poisson
regression models, and multinomial logistic regression models were used for the
analyses of the associations.

Follow-up studies:

The presence of dental fear in mothers significantly increases the prevalence
of dental fear in children;

Dental fear in children is associated with a higher prevalence of either dental
visits for curative reasons or a complete absence of dental visits;

Our results highlight the importance of implementing oral health measures
that involve the entire family;

Efforts should be directed towards promoting and raising awareness about
the importance of preventive dental visits.

Author contact information: ffdemarco@gmail.com
The authors report no conflict of interest. 

The analytical sample included all individuals who had information available on the
variables of interest, totaling 3,809 mother-baby. 

Table 1. Characteristics and comparison between the full and the analytical samples.


