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Parental protection and satisfaction with activities were noted as the factors
significantly associated with not being HIV knowledgeable. Interventions that

cater for adolescent girls such as school-based programs to improve HIV risk
awareness and reduce new HIV infections through comprehensive sexual and
reproductive health education are important.
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girls aged 14 -18 years. CONCLUSIONS
 The participants were selected from 52 schools in 10 districts In
South Africa. * HIV prevention programs for AGYW are crucial in the management
» Univariable and multivariable analysis was employed to identify of HIV reduce the spread of the virus especially school-based
factors linked with inadequate HIV knowledge. Interventions as they not only provide HIV knowledge but also
» Factors with p<0,05 were considered to significantly associated decrease the number of unwanted pregnancies and enable
with retention in girls’ education system. students to remain In school. The study results show that a
significant number of participants in the KGS program gained HIV
knowledge. Factors such as parental protection and satisfaction
RESULTS with program activities impacted HIV knowledge negatively. Failure
to invest In the success of HIV prevention programs for AGYW will
» There were 1 364 adolescent girls in this study, of which 92.6% undermine efforts to minimize HIV infection risks and improve HIV
were classified as having HIV knowledge. knowledge. Therefore, findings from this study call for integration of
» The odds of reporting lack of HIV knowledge among participants in school-based HIV prevention programs with focus on sexual
a non-parent household were 1.49 times more than of those living reproductive education to mitigate lack of HIV knowledge among
with their parents (aOR:1.49, ClI:1.13-1.96, p=0.01). adolescent girls.
* The odds of not being HIV knowledgeable among adolescent girls
that were satisfied with the KGS activities were 1.8 times more than ADDITIONAL KEY INFORMATION

those that reported not satisfied (aOR:1.80, Cl:1.02-3.18, p=0.04)..
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