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❑Personal beliefs and conflicts of interest may 

influence peer reviewers’ and editors’ assessments 

and editorial decisions (1-3)

❑The International Committee of Medical Journal 

Editors (ICMJE), the Committee on Publication 

Ethics (COPE), and the World Association of 

Medical Editors (WAME) recommend that editors 

and reviewers disclose interests that could influence 

the editorial process

(1) Baas SSRN 2019, (2) Hopewell BMJ 2014 (3) Liu BMJ 2017

What do we know?
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❑2018 study investigated 350 medical journals that followed the ICMJE recommendations and 

reported that 19% had a conflict of interest policy for editors and 34% for peer reviewers (1)

❑Journal impact factor seems to be associated with having public policies (2-4)

❑Few previous studies have analysed the content of policies or described how journals 

practically manage and enforce conflict of interest policies

(1) Dal-ré Eur. J. Intern. Med. 2018, (2) Barnsteiner J. Nurs. Scholarsh. 2020, (3) Anraku Opthalmology 2009, (4) Bosch Eur.J.Clin.Invest. 2013

What do we know?
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Objectives

To investigate conflicts of interest of medical journal editors and peer reviewers on: 

❑Prevalence of policies

❑Association between journal characteristics and having a policy 

❑Content of policies

❑Management and enforcement

Policies and practices on conflicts of interest of editors and peer reviewers in medical journals
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Random sample of 250 of 

3,784 medical journals

Methods

Cross-sectional study

Survey of journal policies 

and disclosures

Online questionnaire with 26 

items

Protocol



brugerdefinerede farvepalettebrugerdefinerede farvepalette

Preliminary results

250 journals surveyed

150 contacted

26 (17%) 

respond to questionnaire
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Preliminary results
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Preliminary results – questionnaire (N=26)

Question: Are journal editors allowed to have financial interests that may result in conflicts of interest 
when deciding on manuscripts?



brugerdefinerede farvepalettebrugerdefinerede farvepalette

Question: Are journal editors allowed to have non-financial interests that may result in conflicts of interest 
when deciding on manuscripts, such as previous collaboration with the corresponding author?

Preliminary results – questionnaire (N=26)
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Question: Does your journal’s policy or instructions specify that peer reviewers should provide disclosure 
of interests in the reviewer report?

Preliminary results – questionnaire (N=26)
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Question: Does your journal check if all relevant interests are disclosed by a reviewer?

Preliminary results – questionnaire (N=26)
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Take home

❑ Three out of four medical journals had policies for editors and peer reviewers

❑ Half had policies on the journal website

❑ Public disclosure of editors’ and peer reviewers’ interests is very rare

❑ Journal impact factor and COPE membership associated with having publicly available 

policies

❑ The majority are not allowing editor conflicts of interest

❑ Half are requesting reviewer disclosures, but editors rarely check the accuracy



brugerdefinerede farvepalettebrugerdefinerede farvepalette

Thank you for your attention

Policies and practices on conflicts of interest of editors and peer reviewers in medical journals
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