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Developing and validating a protocol 
of recommendations for Stewards of 
Trust to enhance trust in science

Fostering collaboration between science 
and society as new forms of research 
collaborations arise, including public-private 
partnerships and citizen science

Co-creating methods and tools for 
guiding societal trust in science, 
tackling misinformation and the 
spread of pseudoscientific beliefs

Exploring the sources and consequences 
of mistrust of society in science as we 
transition from an ‘information age’ to a 
‘reputation age’

VERITY is centred around 
three questions

How is trust built?

Whom do people trust?

What do people trust?

Ecosystem of trust in science
VERITY introduces the ‘ecosystem of trust in 
science’ a conceptual space where societal trust 
in science is formed, shaped, negotiated, and 
influenced. It encompasses the complex 
interactions, dynamics, and factors that 
contribute to the construction, negotiation, 
enhancement, or reduction of trust in science.

‘Stewards of Trust’
VERITY goes beyond the state of the art by 
conceptualising ‘Stewards of Trust’ as the actors 
within the Ecosystem that are responsible for 
upholding societal trust in science and facilitating 
science-society co-creation.

VERITY broadens the scope of trust in 
science, including new stakeholders 
like companies, influencers, and peers.

VERITY engages citizens, institutions, 
companies, and knowledge platforms. A 
cluster of like-minded projects reduces 
duplication, fosters collaboration, and 
encourages knowledge-sharing. The ADIM 
Board facilitates stakeholder-researcher 
communication.

Expanding horizons of the 
Ecosystem of Trust

Engaging Stakeholders

Project Coordinator

Key working recommendations

Methods for enhancing trust Reshaping the ecosystem of trust

Emphasise scientific rigour, integrity, 
accountable and transparent 
scientific practices. Raise awareness 
of ethics within the Ecosystem. 
Establish institutional frameworks 
and mechanisms for detecting and 
deterring scientific misconduct.

Uphold High Quality, Transparent 
and Ethical Research

Train researchers to communicate clearly 
through relatable articles, podcasts, 
infographics and videos. ‘Demystify’ 
science and evidence-based arguments. 
Use an accessible language adapted to 
the audience.

Ensure Clear Communication

Tailor the Message
Engage with local communities to 
understand the specific characteristics 
and traits of each real-life issue around 
trust in science. Tailor the science 
communication adapted to the local 
context and demographic characteristics 
of people.

Science Education
Improve accessibility, inclusivity and 
scientific literacy through education 
and open science practices.

Amplify messages through influential 
individuals or organisations connected 
to research and communicate 
conflicting evidence by experts who 
highlight the current scientific 
consensus.

Form Trusted Partnerships

@VerityEU

@VERITY

@verityprojecteu

@VERITYProject

Encourage active and meaningful 
citizen participation that is not 
tokenistic or merely consultative, 
but instead impactful.

Meaningful participation

Diversify Participation
Involve underrepresented groups 
like women and global south 
researchers. Actively recruit 
participants from these groups 
for research activities.

Foster collaboration
Foster open collaboration with citizens, 
scientists, policymakers, and educators 
to discuss research findings and 
concerns. 

VERITY revisits five machines of trust, 
which are research integrity, research 
ethics, co-creation, technology 
assessment and benefit sharing. It 
explores how these five machines work 
together and support each other.

Revisiting five machines of 
trust in science

VERITY co-creates recommendations for 
different categories of Stewards of Trust 
for maintaining, enhancing, repairing, and 
nurturing societal trust in science. It 
reshapes the ecosystem of trust in science.

Co-creating guidelines

Let’s build trust in science!
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