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Academic dishonesty in an online world

Academic dishonesty may be 
more prevalent in online classes 

(Holden et al., 2020)

Mixed findings on whether online 
environments lead to higher 

instances of cheating compared 
to traditional classrooms (Beck, 

2014; Black et al., 2019). 

The ease of cheating in online 
exams and the challenges in 

maintaining academic integrity in 
remote assessment settings 

(Nguyen et al., 2022; Kohen-Vacs 
et al., 2021).



Purpose statement

• Work-in-process project

• Theoretical paper

• Research ethics and integrity foundation

• Open-distance, e-learning



Setting the scene: Facts & figures

• 370 000 students

• 54 000+ graduates (10 699 M&D)

• 110 countries

• 40% part-time

• 62% between 25 and 39 years



Setting the scene: Staff



Integrity, Batho Pele & Ubuntu

Integrity

Ubuntu

Batho 
Pele



Integrity, Batho Pele & Ubuntu

Batho 
Pele

• Consultation

• Standards

• Equal access

• Courtesy

• Accurate information

• Openness and 
transparency

• Value



Integrity, Batho Pele & Ubuntu

Ubuntu

• Justice

• Responsibility

• Equality

• Collectiveness

• Relatedness

• Reciprocity

• Love

• Respect

• Helpfulness

• Community

• Caring 

• Dependability

• Sharing

• Trust 

• Integrity

• Unselfishness

• Social change



Integrity in the context of Andragogy

• Deeper engagement with research

• Lifelong commitment to excellence

• Making a difference in communities

• Readiness to learn

• Self-concept and self-directedness

• Orientation

• Experience



Cape Town Statement

• Diversity and inclusivity

• Fair practice

• Mutual respect – Trust

• Shared accountability

• Indigenous knowledge recognition and 

epistemic justice



What would this look like in practice? 

• Collaborative learning environments

• Peer-to-peer support

• Ethical research practices

• User-centric design

• Principles of courtesy and consultation

• Access and equality

• Code of conduct

• Training and workshops

• Community engagement

• Regular feedback loops

• Further research on educational practices
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