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pen (or ask your neighbor)
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Mini co-creation workshop: part 1
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Exercise 1.

What do you 

see? Write 

down your 

observations 

in 2-3 words.
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Exercise 1.

How could 

this image be 

improved? 

Write this 

down in 2-3 

words
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Exercise explanation part 1



MAKE

TELL

ENACT

Sanders & Stappers 2008



Co-design research:
method 



How can we improve 
universities, 
through the lens of 
epistemology?
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Image by Robert Neubecker
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Delphi study

Co-design

Practical 
tools

Implementation

Feasibility

User 
friendliness

Consensus 
based 

taxonomy

Pilot test

Co-production 
research

The current 
presentation is about 
this research

Philosophical theoretical framework

This is finished
My poster is about 
this (yes, please 
come visit)



1. Delphi study
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To foster research integrity

To stimulate the development of intellectual virtues

To address the big questions of life

To cultivate the diversity of the disciplinary fields

To serve and engage with society at large

To cultivate and safeguard academic freedom

Epistemic responsibilities

Research question
What are epistemic responsibilities 
of universities, and how can we 
describe them?



1. Delphi study

To foster research integrity

To stimulate the development of intellectual virtues

To address the big questions of life

To cultivate the diversity of the disciplinary fields

To serve and engage with society at large

To cultivate and safeguard academic freedom

Epistemic responsibilities



The co-design study

Theory → practice

Objective study
To explore and co-
create a potential 
tool or instrument 
which is useful and 
valuable for 
universities to think 
about their epistemic 
responsibilities



Co-design study

7 co-design workshops

25 participants

12 countries

1 follow-up survey

1 working group



Analyses

1. Data set:
Recordings of workshop

Data from the workshops: sticky 

notes, photos, images, etc.

2. Interpretation of  

‘transcripts’

3. Thematic analyses

4. Simplified visualization



1. (Part of) the data set of
 co-creation workshops

2 . Interpretation of 
transcripts by two 
researchers

3. Thematic analysis in 
co-creation setting 
by research team 

4. Simplified visualization 
of results

Analysis of the 
workshops: an example



Co-creation research: results

Organize events and 
activities to foster ERs

Co-creative spaces Red teams



Red Teams
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Conclusions

• The importance of democratization of 
knowledge formation

•  Being surprised by the co-creation process 
(and outcomes!)

• Letting go of ideas is just as important as 
creating new ones!
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Mini co-creation workshop: part 2
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Exercise 2.

Discuss with your 

neighbor

1. What is your 

initial 

reaction to 

the idea of a 

‘red team’?

2. What would 

you do to 

improve the 

idea of a ‘red 

team’?



Closing

• What did you discuss?

• What is your initial reaction to 

the idea of a red team?

• How can a red team be 

improved?



Jeroen de Ridder René van WoudenbergIris Lechner 

Joeri Tijdink Lex BouterEmma Ajdari

Krishma Labib

& Carlo Vasino



Q U E ST I O N S ?

i . m . l e c h n e r @ v u . n l

mailto:i.m.lechner@vu.nl


Participant characteristics

Country of first reported affiliated institute. 

Participants per workshop

Workshop 1 3

Workshop 2 5

Workshop 3 3*

Workshop 4 3*

Workshop 5 4

Workshop 6 3

Workshop 7 group A 4*

Workshop 7 group B 4*

Total participants 25

* Includes participants who took part in earlier workshops.
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To foster research integrity

To stimulate the development of intellectual virtues

To address the big questions of life

To cultivate the diversity of the disciplinary fields

To serve and engage with society at large

To cultivate and safeguard academic freedom

The epistemic responsibilities of universities
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