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Entrusting 
the cat 

with a fish
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Ghanaian proverb



Research integrity

▪ Trustworthiness and incorruptibility

▪ Internal and external validity

▪ Transparency

▪ When research espouses trustworthy and 
verifiable methods and findings which adheres 
to laid down rules and codes of conduct
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Commitment to intellectual 
honesty and personal 
responsibility for one’s actions 
and ethical decision making.

Create an environment that 
promotes and monitors 
responsible conduct of 
research

Ethical cultures and
climates

Scientific rigour





What is decolonisation/decoloniality?

The process of revealing and dismantling colonialist power in all its forms. 
This includes dismantling the hidden aspects of those institutional and 

cultural forces that had maintained the colonialist power and that remain 
even after political independence is achieved

Mambrol 2017

Identifying and challenging the systems, structures, beliefs and narratives 
that perpetuate colonial relationships

The responsibility of all



• A series of interactions 
between academics from 
health systems, feminist 
studies and empirical 
ethics backgrounds 

• Mapping, analyzing and 
critically unpacking 
decolonization debates in 
global health research



Decolonising health research and knowledge practices

Epistemic decolonization
Knowledge itself has been 
colonized and needs to be 
decolonized including by 

removing imposition of one’s 
ways of doing

Self-determination
 Users of the desired 

knowledge should be the 
determiners of the ‘what’ 

(agenda) and ‘how’ (method)

Decentring

 No one group has the power to 

determine what qualifies as 
knowledge, which knowers 

should be heard, which methods 
for seeking knowledge are valid



Desilencing
Creating space and empowering 
and voices and knowledge that 
have hitherto been suppressed

Pluriversality
Acknowledges multiple ways of 
being, thinking and doing that 

allows multiple knowledge 
production practices to coexist

Decolonising health research and knowledge practices



Calls for transformation
▪ Need to transform different components of research including agenda setting, 

funding mechanisms, leadership, methods, participants, and impact. 

WCRI Cape Town Statement 

Unfair and inequitable research practices at all stages of research 
from proposal development to funding application, data collection, 
analysis, sharing and access, reporting and translation can impact 
the integrity of research in many ways, including skewing research 

priorities and agendas with research questions that are irrelevant for 
local needs, power imbalances that undermine fair recognition of 
knowledge contributions…, lack of diversity and inclusivity, and 

unfair data management practices that disadvantage researchers in 
low resource environments. 



Perceiving research integrity in new ways

▪ Integrity is to reach truth… and maximize one’s 
surplus of truth over error (Scherkoske 2012)

▪ Knowledge that is true to the source and all 
that is present in that context… that promotes 
relevance

▪ Essential not to use the lens from one system 
to determine or assess the knowledge of 
others… it compromises more than it 
maintains research integrity



Promoting epistemic integrity

▪ Recognise the value of indigenous knowledge

▪ Respect and legitimize indigenous knowledge and avoid 
stigmatization of such knowledge

▪ Co-creation of knowledge through equitable and mutually respectful 
collaborations and sharing

▪ Start with principles to underpin practices



Principles 
that will 
underpin 
epistemic 
integrity 

Trust and responsibility 

(Epistemic freedom engenders sense of 
responsibility)

Accountability to the community

Honesty and transparency inspired by 
ownership

Recognition of individual and community 
assets



▪ Ensure self-determination from cradle to grave

▪ Practices are determined, standardised and assessed from within; inside out not 
outside in (e.g. not culturally appropriate but stemming from culture)

▪ Beliefs (values, practices, norms) and their interpretation of research processes 
should not be considered as inhibitors but integral determinants (Keikelame 2019)

▪ Emic and etic perspectives in their true sense

▪ Importance of cultural competence

▪ Need for reflexivity – deliberate and continuous awareness

Practices to  foster research



Entrusting 
the cat 

with a fish

Korean proverb
Ghanaian proverb



THANK YOU
Medaase!
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