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Background
• A national questionnaire has been legally compulsory since 2021
• The French Office for Research Integrity (Ofis) is responsible for its implementation and for 

analyzing the results, as part of its mission as a national observatory for RI.

• The first data collection covers the years 2021-2023
• The expected data in the questionnaire are also legally defined

• Indicators & thematic goals  : 
• Monitor and qualify proven misconducts in research performing organisations (RPOs) : 

obtain data at a national scale that can be compared every 2 years to measure any 
changes.

• Improve understanding of the cases that are being reported and the extent to which 
they correspond to proven misconducts.

• Analyze the effectiveness of investigation mechanisms, especially those introduced (or 
generalized) by the 2021 law (referrals, investigation methods, duration of case 
management).
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Background
Expected data  : 

• Reports of alleged RI misconducts : number of reports, number of admissible reports
• Investigations : number of investigations in progress, types of investigations carried 

out (inside a RPO, between 2+ RPOs), conducted interviews (internal or with external 
expert(s))

• Case management : number of finalized investigation reports, duration of the 
investigation, types of outcomes

• Deferral procedure : number of cases in which the Research Integrity Officer (RIO) 
requests a deferral, number of deferrals inside the RPO, number of deferrals outside
the RPO. 

• “Ensuring that data and publications affected by the breach of RI requirements are 
reported to the relevant concerned parties (organisations)” : number of reports made, 
organised system for reporting
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Background & methodological goals
Prior to the law, several RPOs had already appointed RIOs 
They have been conducting investigations and collecting data using their own methodology.

Methodological goals : 

• Include questions to obtain the expected data (standardization of the data collection 
process) and draw on existing operational procedures (diversity). 

• Implement a questionnaire as close as possible to the monitoring templates already used 
by RIOs.

• Create of a reporting tool for RIOs, to facilitate future monitoring of activities throughout 
the period and the transcription of indicators into the national questionnaire. 
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First draft & challenges highlighted by the 
stakeholders’ consultation 
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First draft and challenges identification
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Challenges

• Procedure: steps of the procedure, name of these steps, order and details of the

procedure

• Essential steps only

• No fixed order

• Introduction of the explanatory note

• Explanation and standardization of the deferral procedure

• Nomenclature(s) of RI breaches / misconducts

• Follow-up to the report's conclusions

• “Concerned parties”

• Remedies or sanctions
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Thematic goals after consultation

• Indicators & thematic goals  : 
• Monitor and qualify proven misconducts in research performing organisations (RPOs) : 

obtain data at a national scale that can be compared every 2 years to measure any 
changes.

• Improve understanding of the cases that are being reported and the extent to which 
they correspond to proven misconducts.

• Analyze the effectiveness of investigation mechanisms, especially those introduced (or 
generalized) by the 2021 law (referrals, investigation methods, duration of case 
management).

• Harmonization of practices, 
• Formalization of procedure(s) for case management 
• Adoption of recommendations



18/06/2024 WCRI 2024 9

2nd draft : 

procedure
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2nd draft : Nomenclature(s) of RI misconducts 
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2nd draft : 

« concerned parties »
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Variations in the procedure:

“There were no investigations as such. However, 4 cases were the subject of formal intervention by

the RIO in 2023 (0 in 2022, not counting exchanges and advice on situations when the RIO was

called upon). 2 cases were handled by several RIOs (and we concluded that it would be

appropriate to issue only an information note to the presidents).”

Nomenclature(s) of RI misconducts

“Rather than “proven misconduct(s)”, we should talk about “errors”.”

“Usurpation of the identity of a researcher from our organisation and of the organisation's name”.

“4 authorship problems, 1 suspected inappropriate behaviour, 2 problems relating to doctoral

supervision”.

Concerned parties

“The report submitted concluded that there had been misconduct, not RI breaches.” (implied,

misconduct was not on research practices directly and the results were not affected)

Results & impact (analyze of 39 completed

questionnaires)
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Conclusion

The final version of the questionnaire includes six categories (19 questions)

supplemented by a note for its completion.

The implementation of this process of data collection, every 2 years, by a national

regulatory body, has an impact on the norms and practices at the practitioners' level.

It induces norms about steps to be investigated, definitions of actions or acts, and factors

to be considered that will influence or transform local practices and harmonize them at

national level.

However, by including blank fields at the end of each category and specifying in the

instructions that comments may relate to the questionnaire itself and its unsuitability for

the organisation's practices, we are giving ourselves the opportunity to improve the

questions.

Data collection enable us to fulfil our role as a national observatory for research integrity,

but also to adapt the harmonisation process to the realities of practitioners' work.
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FRENCH OFFICE FOR RESEARCH INTEGRITY : HTTPS://WWW.OFIS-FRANCE.FR/EN

CONTACT@OFIS-FRANCE.FR

Thank you for your attention! 

WCRI 2024

https://www.ofis-france.fr/en
mailto:contact@ofis-france.fr
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