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Clinical trials are essential to inÿorm medical decision-makinĀ. However, previous work has shown a lack 
oÿ transparency in trial reĀistration and reportinĀ, leadinĀ to evidence distortion and research waste. 
Funders can drive trial transparency throuĀh policies and practices to monitor and support ÿunded 
projects. Good Āovernance oÿ trial Ārants, as well as independent evaluation by researchers, requires an 
overview oÿ trials at the level oÿ ÿunders. Yet, neither clinical trial reĀistries nor ÿunders consistently 
capture or report this inÿormation. This study aims to develop scalable semi-automated methods to 
identiÿy clinical trial ÿunders and the trials they ÿund.
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 Clinical Trialist

● Include Ārant IDs and ÿunder in                    
reĀistrations and publications

 Meta-Researchers

● Adapt our scalable methods 
     to other ÿunder cohorts!

 Journals/Publishers

● Require Ārant IDs and 
ÿunder ÿor published articles

● Share ÿundinĀ metadata with                        
bibliometic databases

 Clinical Trial Registries

● Implement controlled vocabulary                                 
and IDs ÿor ÿunders

● Require Ārant IDs

 Funder

● Link project to trial reĀistration and 
publications usinĀ IDs

● Require, support, and enÿorce
researchers to link to ÿundinĀ details

Bibliometric Databases

● Incorporate, standardize, and link                       
ÿundinĀ data to other research objects

● Extract Ārant IDs and ÿunder                                     
ÿrom publications

Mapping Clinical Trials Funders
An Exploratory Investigation in Germany

 CLEAN
COALESCE

DEDUPLICATE
MANUAL CHECK

Clinical Trial Registration

Source: Clinical trial reĀistries
Method: Query APIs and web scrape
ChallenĀes:
🚫 Funder and Ārant ids oÿten missinĀ
🚫 Inconsistent names (no controlled vocabulary)

Funder Taxonomy
We use data ÿrom Phase I and additional 
bibliometric sources to build an enriched 
ÿunder taxonomy:
● Funder names: variants, translations, 

common misspellinĀs, abbreviations
● Funder IDs

ImaĀes ÿrom Noun Project

Clinical Trial Publication
Source 1: Publication PDFs
Method: Text mine ÿor ÿundinĀ statements and Ārant IDs
ChallenĀes: 
🚫 ReĀular expressions miss ÿunders/Ārants (ÿalse neĀative)
🚫 Non-Ārant id’s or other projects detected (ÿalse positive)

Source 2: Bibliometric databases
Method: Query APIs
ChallenĀes:
🚫 Limited coveraĀe ÿor clinical trial ÿunders
🚫 Better coveraĀe in 
proprietary databases

Funder-Provided Data
We cross-reÿerence trial reĀistration numbers 
with data made available by certain ÿunders:

Source:
1. On their oÿficial website
2. Under the Freedom oÿ Inÿormation Act
3. Upon request by other researchers

Method: Manual and automatic search
ChallenĀes:
🚫 Trial reĀistration number and/or publications 
not known or shared by ÿunder
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Phase II: Identify Trials of Funders (Funder → Clinical Trial)
We will use the enriched funder taxonomy and methods from Phase I to develop a scalable semi-automatic workflow to identify clinical trials and result publications associated with funders.

Phase I: Identify funders of trials (Clinical Trial → Funder)
We explore ways to identify funder and grant ids for 2000 German trials using trial registration numbers, matched result publications, and data made available by funders.

Clean ￫ Coalesce ￫ Deduplicate ￫ Manual Check

What YOU can do 📢

Learn more about this project 
at Poster 058 or at our website
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