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1. SUMMARY

OMEGA-PSIR is an institutional knowledge base system, developed by a team of Warsaw University of
Technology (WUT) (Rybinski et al., 2015). Since 2013 OMEGA-PSIR has been used as University
Knowledge Base. Its main idea was to integrate various university needs, therefore it was decided
that the system should cover functionalities of Institutional Repository (IR), Current Research
Information System (CRIS), and Research Profiling System (RPS)’.

Soon after installing the system at WUT, the system aroused interest among the Polish universities.
Since 2015 the system has been adopted by 12 Polish universities. A special User Group has been
launched for coordinating the system development.

In the paper we will discuss how this bottom-up initiative of the Polish universities may become a
successful approach for building a network of the institutional CRIS systems, cooperating with the
national CRIS system. To this end we will discuss functionalities of the system, in particular, we will
show to which extent combining CRIS, IR and RPS makes OMEGA-PSIR so attractive to the
universities. We also discuss how the low costs of the system deployments of at the universities can
be preserved. In addition, we will present how the functionality of the system can essentially
improve the data quality, and at the same time reduce the maintenance costs. An important factor
concerning interoperability with other systems will be discussed. We will discuss various aspects of
interoperability with global systems, playing essential role in running institutional knowledge bases,
such as:

OpenAire

Sherpa-Romeo

CrossRef

ORCID,

e Commercial databases, like WoS and Scopus

We briefly present a kind of an ecosystem that has emerged around OMEGA-PSIR in the last few
years. The main components of the ecosystem will be discussed; in particular we will discuss the
following issues:

1. the software development and maintenance,

2. support options that are provided to the universities in Poland during the system deployment
and exploitation;

3. exchange of experience between the partner universities;

4. partnership with licensed companies.

Last but not least, it will be demonstrated how our approach can be applied/reused in other
countries.

' This approach has been discussed in more detail by Rybinski et al. (2017).
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