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About me

• OSGeo board member (2019 - 2021, 2021 - 2023)
• OSGeo Charter Member since 2013
• Member of the Romanian geospatial community geo-spatial.org 

for almost 15 years
• Vice-president of Romanian OSGeo Local Chapter geo-spatial.org 

since 2015
• Open Knowledge International Foundation collaborator since 

2014
• GIS/RS scientist at        since 2016
• PhD candidate at Technical University of Civil Engineering 

Bucharest
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compass noun 

 /ˈkʌmpəs/

(also magnetic compass) [countable] an instrument for 

finding direction, with a needle that always points to the 

north

● a map and compass

● the points of the compass (= N, S, E, W, etc.)

SEE ALSO moral compass
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A compass is a device that shows the cardinal directions 
used for navigation and geographic orientation. 

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/moral-compass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardinal_direction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navigation
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2006 
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Open Source Geospatial Foundation
Your open source compass…
…Empower everyone with open source geospatial
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Empower everyone with open source geospatial

OSGeo is a not-for-profit software foundation 
(US: IRS code 503(c)4 organized under Social Welfare advocacy.)

• Provides financial, organizational and legal support to the broader open source geospatial 
community.

• Mission is to foster global adoption of open geospatial technology by being an inclusive 
software foundation devoted to an open philosophy and participatory community driven 
development.

• Serves as an independent legal entity to which community members can contribute code, 
funding and other resources, secure in the knowledge that their contributions will be 
maintained for public benefit.

ODSE Workshop, 13. - 16. June 20226
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Outreach and advocacy
• Promoting global adoption of open source geospatial technology
• Partnerships on open approach to standards, data and education.
• Provides a common forum and shared infrastructure for improving 

cross-project collaboration.

OSGeo is volunteer driven
• Passionate membership of individuals from around the world.
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Great! But why talk about OSGeo at the ESA&NASA 
workshop Open Innovation in Earth Observation 

Programs, Thematic Area 2 “Lessons learned from 
successful open community projects” ?! 

Perspective on creating successful OS communities
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Fair use, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2
9612930

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=29612930, fair use

What is successful OS communities?!

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=29612930
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Graphics by Markus Neteler,  Ten years of OSGeo ,  XVII Meeting degli utenti italiani di GRASS e 
GFOSS, Parma, 11-12 Feb 2016

2001 – OSSIM initial revision in CVS

        PostGIS started

        GeoNetwork opensource started

        GeoServer started

2002 – Quantum GIS initial revision in CVS

        GEOS initial revision in CVS

2003 – Community MapBuilder started. End of life in 
2008

       Release of Mapbender under the GNU GPL license

        gvSIG was started

2004 – uDig was started

2005 – MapGuide Open Source

2006 – Mapbender gets first bits in CVS

        OpenLayers Started

Concurrent Versions System

Version Control System

GIT

http://www.osgeo.org/ossim
http://www.postgis.org/
http://www.osgeo.org/geonetwork
http://geoserver.org/
http://www.osgeo.org/qgis
http://geos.refractions.net/
http://communitymapbuilder.org/
http://www.osgeo.org/mapbender
http://www.osgeo.org/gvSIG
http://udig.refractions.net/
http://www.osgeo.org/mapguide
http://www.osgeo.org/mapbender
http://www.osgeo.org/openlayers
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Success. Is it in numbers? 

11 Source:https://wiki.osgeo.org/wiki/VisibilityStats (Markus Neteler’s monthly cronjob)

OSGeo mailman server unique subscribers
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https://gisws.media.osaka-cu.ac.jp/grass04/

Success. Is it in the events organized?
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Success. Is it in the structure?

15 Graphics by Markus Neteler,  Ten years of OSGeo ,  XVII Meeting degli utenti italiani di GRASS e GFOSS, Parma, 11-12 Feb 2016. Updated 2022
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Incubation committee

16

Project Steering Committee
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How membership works

17

● Open, free membership
● Participants: sign up to mailing lists, take part in events, help 

out on the projects, send pull requests, report bugs etc.
○ 36229 “unique-subscribers” on our mailing lists on Aug 1st 2021

● Members: self-declared on the wiki (volunteer driven)
○ >1500 members on the web site

● Charter Members: elected yearly after nomination by other 
charter members. Get to vote on the board elections.
○ 504 elected charter members

● Board of Directors: Up to 9 directors, 2 year term.

“We are a Do-Ocracy”
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Success. Is it in the projects under the OSGeo umbrella? 
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Projects: osgeo.org/projects/

• OSGeo projects:
• official projects passed graduation through incubation committee
• 21 projects (+1 heritage project)

• Community projects
• the barrier for community projects is lower than for official ones, but they also 

need confirmation by incubation committee
• 28 community projects

https://www.osgeo.org/projects/


Open Innovation for Earth Observation Programmes
2-4 November 2022 | ESA-ESRIN | Frascati (Rm), Italy

www.osgeo.orgwww.osgeo.org19



Open Innovation for Earth Observation Programmes
2-4 November 2022 | ESA-ESRIN | Frascati (Rm), Italy

www.osgeo.orgwww.osgeo.org20



Open Innovation for Earth Observation Programmes
2-4 November 2022 | ESA-ESRIN | Frascati (Rm), Italy

www.osgeo.orgwww.osgeo.org

OSGeo Live 15.0

https://live.osgeo.org/en/index.html

21
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• Working with our partners:
• Open Source: a collaborative approach to software development.
• Open Data: freely available information to use as you wish
• Open Standards: avoid lock-in with interoperable software
• Open Education: removing the barriers to learning and teaching
• Open Science: share data and software for responsible research

Success. Is it in the collaborations of OSGeo with other organizations? 
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Memorandum of Understanding

https://wiki.osgeo.org/wiki/MOU_OSGeo_All

23
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https://www.youtube.com/c/OSGeoFoundation
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Others might say success is in sponsorship!
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Traceability & Transparency
All board activities and decisions are recorded and published online (wiki, website etc.)

26

Meetings agenda & minutes - IRC/ Jitsi 
https://wiki.osgeo.org/wiki/Board_of_Directors#Board_Activities_and_Meetings 
Decisions : https://www.loomio.org/g/kdSmIwxu/osgeo-board 
Budget - https://wiki.osgeo.org/wiki/OSGeo_Budget_2022;

https://wiki.osgeo.org/wiki/Board_of_Directors#Board_Activities_and_Meetings
https://www.loomio.org/g/kdSmIwxu/osgeo-board
https://wiki.osgeo.org/wiki/OSGeo_Budget_2022
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FOSS4G 2019, Bucharest, Romania

So.. what is ‘successful OS communities’?

We, at OSGeo, believe it is all that, together. 
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Take-away

What did we learn so far? 

• Community is crucial
• Traceability and accountability
• Governance and procedures (ex: incubation committee, conference committee, Code 

of Conduct etc.)

What are the challenges?

• Understanding and supporting the real spread of the geospatial foss4g ecosystem
• Financial support: OSGeo <> NumFocus, Open Collective
• Building diversity and promoting inclusiveness

28
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As an organization: MoU, sponsor, participate at OSGeo events

29

Take-away

As an individual: participant, member, charter member etc.

As a project: you have a project? Take the first step: include your 
project into OSGeo Live, take the second step: apply to become an 
OSGeo Community project to get to incubation

You want to tap into the OSGeo Community?  

How to work with OSGeo
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www.osgeo.org
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● Join/contribute to a Project: code, sponsorship,  documentation 
writing, translations, presentations/workshops, bug reports, use in 
classroom etc.

● Join a committee
● Join an initiative (GeoForAll, GSoC, Travel Grant, Standards)
● Host/organize events (code sprints)
● Outreach: Help maintain the web site, contact 

governments/organizations to promote FOSS.
● Get involved in Partnership buildup (e.g. Sponsorship, Standards, 

OGC, MOUs)
● Join/build Local Chapters



Open Innovation for Earth Observation Programmes
2-4 November 2022 | ESA-ESRIN | Frascati (Rm), Italy

www.osgeo.org 31

Take-away

What does OSGeo provide: channels to an extensive community.

Open (source/data/education/science) is a mentality.

but YOU have to do your part of the work - OSGeo is a 
do-acracy! 
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Thank you!
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discuss@lists.osgeo.org

https://twitter.com/OSGeo

Link to the Telegram channel: 
t.me/OSGeoorg

Link to the Matrix Telegram bridge - 
https://matrix.to/#/#general:osgeo.org
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