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Abstract – Digital preservation is often described as being not just a technical topic, but as something  developed by people. But do we keep record of who contributed to what in the past decades? Not knowing “where we came from” introduces the risk of reinventing wheels, making mistakes and ignoring important results. Now is the right time to involve the community and to prepare a publication of 3 decades of digital preservation.
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I. Introduction 
Digital preservation is often described as being not just a technical topic. People are at the heart of digital preservation and people play an important role in meeting the demands of ever-changing technologies. In the past 30 years, individuals used their networks, organizations and intellectual capital to contribute to the development of digital preservation. They worked behind the scenes and contributed to improvements that are still in use today. 
With support from the community, I would like to bring those individuals into the spotlights with a book about the history of digital preservation.
II. Pioneers in Digital Preservation
Several digital preservation pioneers of the first hour are currently retiring. Some of them have already passed away. Now that I’m retired myself and looking back at my career, I realize that I was part of an important era in the development of digital preservation. 
In my opinion, it is important to know “where we came from” and to investigate and document the history of digital preservation. Which initiatives were started, which ones led to success and which ones failed? How did people and organizations cooperate? Who were the frontrunners? How did people communicate? Which ideas changed over time?
Currently a large number of people are involved in digital preservation and the group of practitioners is certainly larger than 25 years ago. But what do they know about their predecessors? 
Luckily there are still many people around who have memories they want to share. I would like to contact them to create with their help an overview of these crucial decades in digital preservation. It is my intention to pay credit to the influential people behind the scenes and to make them and their contributions more visible. 
During this process I also hope to get more insight into the networks that initiated important collaborations. Who were involved in starting Initiatives like the DPC, OPF, NCDD/NDE and nestor? In developing products like PRONOM or audit standards like CTS and ISO 163636? Which role played the people of the European Commission? 
III. Re-use of ideas and findings

In my farewell speech, when I retired from the KB, I mentioned that digital preservationists should be more aware of insights and products that were already developed.[1] “Re-use” them for further development. Either by refreshing old ideas which may only now have become relevant or by understanding why certain decisions were made or why and how practices have been established. To know about the people that created the tools and organizations that are available today.
To be aware that in adjacent domains similar insights were developed. To know the outputs of crucial European projects and to build upon them and make better use of insights of the past. Reflections on the past might help shaping the future.
IV. Boundaries of the subject
As digital preservation is an international domain, it will not be possible for me to sketch all the initiatives and developments around the globe. Given my experience in the library and archival world, those domains will be my main focus. As a European, the developments in Europe and especially the contributions of the European Commission will be another focus area. Around 50 projects were co-financed by them between 1995-2020, with hundreds of participating organizations and even more participants, (net)working together.
When relevant, I will include activities in other continents like Australia, Asia, Canada, and the US. 
V. Sources of information

Existing literature and the Internet will of course be my first resource of information. But not everything can be found on the Internet. Especially in the early days many important documents were just printed and sent around by (international) post services. So, I’m very interested in printed material as well. Please, don’t throw those documents away when a digital preservation colleague retires: I might be interested!
And of course, I would like to involve the digital preservation community in various ways. By distributing a survey every now and then or by having interviews with key players. And by sharing progress updates and learnings, starting with regular blog posts on https://digitalpreservation.nl where I invite you herewith to comment and contribute.
 I intend to have my findings published in 2026, which seems to be a nice target, 30 years after the appearance of the report Preserving Digital Information of the Taskforce on Archiving of Digital Information.[2]
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