Periscope: A Novel Tool to Enhance Learning through Social Media
Background
Social media tools, such as Twitter, are becoming increasingly popular across the field of medicine as an educational tool. Nephrology Twitterati have been in the forefront of creating a number of educational opportunities on Twitter. The year 2017 saw the birth of @ISNeducation – a social media initiative by International Society of Nephrology (ISN) to educate learners on various aspects of nephrology. @ISNeducation comprises of a group of selected Nephrologists from around the world who are involved in various educational activities on social media. Periscope is an app that can be used to broadcast live videos. As part of this initiative, we used Periscope to telecast webinars on various nephrology topics. We present our experience of using Periscope for nephrology education.
Methods
A total of 64 webinars were telecast using Periscope over a period of 7 months in 2017. Webinars covered various topics of interest in Nephrology. Periscope data was collected and analysed by the @ISNeducation team.  Data was collected on the number of viewers, live time watched during the telecast itself and the time watched by viewers after the telecast has ended (replay time).
Results
Amongst the telecasts, general nephrology (55%), dialysis (14%) and acute kidney injury (8%) related topics were the most covered ones. Other categories covered in smaller numbers included basic science, transplant, statistics, histopathology and medical education. The median duration of the telecasts was 30.2 (± 15.4) minutes. The median live time watched across all telecasts was 52.9 (± 41.8) minutes and the median replay time watched was 394.3 (± 226.1) minutes. The median number of viewers was 245 with median live viewers of 33 and replay viewers being 212. Adjusting for the total duration of the telecast, topics related to acute kidney injury, medical education and histopathology were the most watched, respectively.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Periscope enables wider distribution of educational material and is easy to use. Participants from any part of the world can actively participate during the live telecast. Moreover, it also provides an option to ‘catch up’ at a later time for those who cannot join the live telecast. Our data show that viewers were predominantly watching it after the live telecast which enables wider participation. Using Periscope for telecasting educational meetings is in its early days and hence, further social media-focused research is needed to improve data collection and formulate new ways to enhance learning through this channel.
