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Abstract. 

Starting from environmental and social unsustainability, the paper proposes the rethinking of 

territorialization or reterritorialization paths. Highlight some key elements to build the ecologi-

cal transition. Knowing that implementing the ecological approach takes time, remembering 

that the industrial city has taken over 350 years to establish itself. It highlights that planning 

and urban planning are increasingly land and city management and that the object of interest is 

the existing one, its maintenance or transformation having the common good as its guiding star. 

Keywords: re-territorialization processes, resilience, ecological approach, inte-

grated planning, common goods 

We destroy the beauty of the landscape because the splendors of nature, 

  freely available, they have no economic value. 

  We would be able to put out the sun and the stars because they don't pay a dividend 

J.M. Keynes 

1 Ecological Transition is much more ... 

The Ecological Transition (ET) must be based on reducing the ecological footprint in 

anthropogenic processes i.e. of territories and cities and of the development model. 

This is the only way to deal with the limitation of non-renewable resources, both 

those used as production inputs and as land that is increasingly “consumed” or urban-

ized. The processes of anthropization have always used natural resources to build 

human spaces. With the modern city this use has grown exponentially and unsustain-

ably in the near future. One of the main threats, global warming, is highly dependent 

on overbuilding and desertification. With regard to both these phenomena, territorial 

and urban planning can play a non-secondary role. 

Digitization, together with greenery, is the other key element of ET. The reference 

is the New Green Deal of Europe, inspired by what Rifkin wrote in 2017. Capra and 

Mattei in the same year ask for a necessary great Copernican revolution in the rela-

tionship between man and nature and which also changes the legal, social and eco-

nomic conditions of modern society and its spatial expressions. But even the compo-

nents of digital transformation, the raw materials for its electronic components, are 

limited. As planners we cannot intervene on this availability, but we can and must 
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indicate territorial and city structures that are less dependent and fragile regarding this 

danger (Butera, 2021). 

And the theme is much broader and concerns the use of the territory. This guides 

the spatial arrangements. Assets that can also be in competition with each other. One 

of the most important, which has always existed, is the competition between greenery 

and agricultural activities. Agricultural activities that are in competition with those of 

animal breeding for food purposes. This competition is one of the reasons for the 

enormous deforestation of the largest green lung on Earth, the Amazon. We are talk-

ing about activities - agricultural and livestock - which are among the main causes of 

both emissions that increase the greenhouse effect and water consumption. In many 

areas, very relevant in Amazonia, there is still another competition: that between the 

harvesting of wood for various purposes and the protection of green areas. 

These are essential lungs of the Earth that help counteract the greenhouse effect. The 

current deforestation capacity is not even comparable to that which existed in the past. 

Thus, emblematic case, the Romans destroyed forests, transformed landscapes and 

made woods disappear to make building material, ships, energy, etc. but certainly 

they could not eliminate, in a year, as many hectares as the surface of Belgium as 

happened in the aforementioned Amazonia. Furthermore, those ancient transfor-

mations occurring over the centuries, however, allowed a sort of adaptation both to 

natural components and also to human ones: processes that were at the basis of the 

construction of the landscape, as recalled by the EU Landscape Charter (2000). 

Regarding these issues, territorial and urban planning has some spaces for action. 

But, as required by the UN Agenda 2030, a truly integrated approach is needed. In 

this case e.g. hypothesize that the activities to produce agricultural products take place 

in vertical greenhouses and not in the field, thus minimizing the transformation of the 

soil, the consumption of water, and transport. On the other hand, agricultural produc-

tions no longer even offer many jobs as they are increasingly mechanized. It is no 

coincidence that in these activities there are many multinational companies that apply 

economies of scale and automation. For the most part, they use chemicals and do not 

respect the rotation of crops thus impoverishing the land. 

Forest management is another field in which spatial planning, in a coordinated way 

with rural disciplines, can play a significant role. In this sense, River Contracts are 

among the instruments that can be used. The more these work well, that is, they offer 

economically and socially valid solutions, the more local communities can be con-

vinced and involved not to transform the territories into pasture and not deforest them. 

The basic purpose of ET must be to increase resilience on both large and local 

scale, considering that climate change first of all imposes a decrease in fragility at 

both levels. This, first of all, translates into an increase in their resilience. The reason 

is because natural events have no administrative boundaries. That means a reduction 

in hydrogeological risk and an increase in elements – such as greenery – which raise 

local conditions regarding the response to phenomena such as heat waves. Choices 

that require actions to improve the “passive” response of spaces and lifestyles. 

The other important objective is the use of tools such as Energy Communities or 

River Contracts mentioned above and using as much as possible elements based on 

the “0 km” criterion. Hence opportunities for local development, construction of a 

circular economy, recovery and proposal of the meaning and identity of places. This 
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requires planning and action strategies for both the new and, above all, the existing 

considering that the basic assumption is “0” land consumption. 

2 Difficult changes for the territory in Ecological Transition 

In the windows of time that open between one peak and another of the various vari-

ants of Covid, many are hoping and asking for “going back” to before the pandemic. 

But they do not consider that already, when it begins in 2019, the paradigm – using 

the term used by Khun in 1962 for scientific revolutions – of development manifested 

great problems both environmental and social. The reason is at the root of it. 

In recent decades, international and national organizations have focused on large ur-

ban centres so that they become the main engines of a globalization which, according 

to neo-liberal theories, had to redistribute wealth on a planetary level. This is done 

using economic efficiency as a key element. And the growth of GDP and per capita 

income were the essential indicators, in fact the only ones, even if since the Rio Con-

ference in 1992 – if not since 1972 with The Limits to Growth – the question of envi-

ronmental and social sustainability has always been more and more emerging. 

Europe chooses to face globalization with strategies resulting from this overall vi-

sion. Thus proposes the European Space Development Scheme of 1999 and launches 

the transport policy based on the Transeuropean Network for Transport, TEN-T with 

High Speed, between large European urban and metropolitan areas. Since this choice, 

in many cases, was not accompanied by the reinforcement of local public transport, 

the result was to “bring closer who are far away”, that is the already strong poles and 

“make farer those who are closer”, that is the smaller centres and/or internal areas. 

The situation is even worse in Italy where in 1992 there was the so-called “dry 

branches cutting” in rail transport which meant cutting off networks and services 

especially for what will later be defined as “internal areas”. 

EU Urban Agenda is the attempt to focus on some European cities to create poles 

capable of competing on a global level. The economic function of urban centres is 

also one of the essential components of them. They are born for security reasons, to 

have trading markets and places of production. They are one of the three territorial 

invariants – together with the areas and networks – well identified by Raffestin 

(1985). Their weight changes in relation to the different societies/eras. With the mod-

ern city, formed with the industrial revolution and engine of growth, then with the 

metropolis (Gottman, 1961; Gottman, 1982 Sassen, 1991; McKinsey, 2011; Glaser, 

2013), but from the beginning of the '70 of the twentieth century there is the progres-

sive withdrawal of politics.  

Initially this happens in Great Britain (the era of M. Thatcher), then in the United 

States (the years of Regan and then Clinton), and gradually throughout Europe with 

liberalization and privatization. They are increasingly vast and have led to the trans-

formation of many services, previously considered rights, into goods to be purchased. 

The city is left in the hands of the economy, global digital companies and large inter-

national finance (Rodrik, 2011; Crouch, 2019). Attention to balanced territorial and 

social development disappears. The integrated planning strategies between rural, ur-

ban, small, medium, large, metropolitan areas, required the Leipzig Charter in 2007, 

are almost everywhere forgotten. 
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These neoliberal policies have been particularly negative from a social, territorial, 

and environmental point of view. On the one hand, in the large cities have increased 

their economic competitiveness - for the advantage of few actors -, on the other, the 

rest of the territory has lost its attractiveness, wealth and population (Roses and Wolf, 

2019; Rodriguez-Pose, 2018). The large megalopolises have shown a strong increase 

in the various types of emissions, pollution and related diseases (WHO, 2016), a great 

growth in forms of social inequity (Harvey, 2007, 2012), all with an ever greater loss 

of identity and sense of places (Augè, 1992, 1999). The set of these consequences - 

social, environmental, and spatial - is absolutely consistent with the development 

philosophy of neoliberal thought. The bases of which are to consider: a) work as a 

production input to be purchased and which can be "moved" or where there is a need, 

or demand, for labor; b) the territory as another production input, "quarry" for materi-

als; c) a development that means aiming at the expansion of the demand for goods 

including those consisting of real estate and material infrastructures.  

 In Italy they have determined an increase in territorial vulnerability to disasters 

(PCM, 2017), a loss of infrastructure safety (remember the Morandi bridge disaster in 

Genoa), the deterioration of a landscape unique in the world (Munafò, 2020). 

This development model, consolidated over more than thirty years, “exploded” 

with the Covid 19 pandemic of 2020. It first hit health systems severely weakened in 

their resilience (Olazabal et al., 2012): in previous years in Italy many hospitals have 

been closed. There have been and are devastating consequences on people's lives as 

well as on cities, with their forms, networks and behaviours. 

Lockdowns and social distancing have “demolished” the foundations of the modern 

“mass city” built on economies of scale and agglomeration (Weber, 1909/22). The 

large business centres, the shopping centres, the Quaternary areas and all the service 

activities connected to them, the tourist centres, etc., have lost much of their dominant 

position and their even symbolic attractiveness. The overall arrangement of the space, 

the growing urban concentration seems to be useful to avoid. Thus, the forecasts of 

urbanization of about 70% of the world population forecast for 2050 from multiple 

WTO, World Bank, UN sources, and supported by these with strategies and policies, 

need to be revised and modified. 

However, in addition to the fundamental thrust due to the aforementioned compet-

itiveness, there are other reasons related to sustainability and the use of resources in 

favour of the “compact city”. It is the least expensive compared to travellers. So, the 

denser it is, the less resources are needed to accomplish them. Land consumption is 

also lower since the connecting infrastructures serve more users and are therefore 

more efficient in terms of use. But the higher the concentration of the population, the 

more there is a situation of fragility as shown by the ongoing Covid2 Sars pandemic. 

It is no coincidence that research on the quality of life (Mercer, 2017) shows that at 

the top of the charts there is a city like Vienna, ca. 2 million inhabitants and not meg-

acities,, and it was made before the pandemic. 

Very often gentrification mechanisms are associated with urban concentration. 

The increase in the density of demand and the increase in spending capacity are the 

basis of these urban and social transformations. They are made through changes of 

use or transfer of ownership of residences. This logic also guides the various service 

sectors: water, electricity, sewage networks, both physical – as mentioned above – 

and intangible communications. The latter are a particularly sensitive element since 
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they are the basis of what is now called digital divide and which, in 1985, Goddard 

and Gillespie had defined as a competitive disadvantage. A condition highlighted in 

relation to the increasingly important role that the so-called value-added services were 

playing. They are born thanks to the new opportunities of remote telecommunication 

means, i.e. telematics: word composed of the suffix “tele” that is “distance” and “mat-

ics” from “informatics” (Aragona, 1993). Thus advanced networks and services have 

been offered only where the demand is densest and with the highest spending capaci-

ty, i.e. the main centres. The creation of these is absolutely convenient for network 

and service providers: the higher and richer the demand per square meter, the lower 

the unit investment costs and the higher the profits (Aragona and Pietrobelli, 1989). 

These considerations also concern networks for water, sewage, gas etc. Regarding 

these services, it is important to highlight that, despite the failure of neoliberal poli-

cies, in Italy the recent (2021) Competition Bill under art. 6 of the Government 

Draghi calls into question the public and social function of the Municipalities. It re-

duces them to the role of entities solely responsible for putting on the market the pub-

lic services of their own ownership, with serious prejudice to their duties as guaran-

tors of the rights of the reference community. And this despite being the fundamental 

resolution of the UN General Assembly of 2010 on the universal right to water and, in 

our country, the 27 million Italian citizens who in 2011 expressed themselves in the 

referendum saying that the water had to go out of the market and that no profit can be 

made on this good. 

These considerations are analogous to those regarding natural resources in their 

aspect as an opportunity to be energy sources: the current National Recovery and 

Resilience Plan (PNRR) allocates a significant part of the funds to many of them, i.e. 

59.47 billion euros out of the total of 191, without considering the additional ones of 

REACT-EU and national programming . However, the beneficiaries and the primary 

actors of these opportunities must be the local communities and the inhabitants. In 

wind power, which has also been present in Italy for years, the income was mostly in 

the hands of a few, in various cases even in illegal situations. 

However, the problem of the consumption of materials to build equipment for the 

use of renewable energy remains. Materials that in large part, also in this case, are not 

renewable. This is the main reason for having the diffusion of the circular economy 

and “closing cycles” as well as focusing on the use of natural elements as basic com-

ponents: see the example of research on the use of vegetables for photovoltaic panels. 

And this is because the paper focuses on the resilience increasing on a large and local 

scale, that is, on reducing the ecological footprint. 
 

  
 

Figure 1: The ecological footprint (source: Redazionale Ecosviluppo, 2021) 
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There are consolidated economic interests that would like to hinder this philoso-

phy. They argue that technology will solve those limitations. They do not understand, 

or do not agree, to admit that what is needed is “cultured technology” (Del Nord, 

1991). Thus, in the Call of the PNRR relating to the Energy Communities it is desira-

ble that these aspects are taken into due consideration. 

3 Ecological planning strategies 

With the spread of the pandemic, scenarios and new opportunities open up to propose 

an ecological, socially and environmentally more sustainable approach (Morin, 2020) 

for the territory and the city. that supported for years in Italy by various scholars and 

in particular by the school of territorilists (Magnaghi, Paloscia, 1992). Based on the 

integration of the different areas that contribute to the different qualitative and quanti-

tative aspects of urban quality as proposed by ISTAT-CNEL, 2013, with the BES - 

Fair and Solidarity Well-being and as it arises from the monitoring of land consump-

tion by of the National Environmental Protection System - ISPRA (Munafò, 2020). 

Recovering also the proposals for sustainable urban development that emerged a few 

years ago (Camagni, 1996) in a very different framework. 

All this was emerging from the first decade of 2000 with the National Strategy for 

Inner Areas - SNAI (2013) inspired by the “place based” theory (Barca, 2009) and the 

Glocal proposals, conjugation of the global with the local (Robertson, 1995, Rifkin, 

2019). Thinking global and acting locally was the model on which the IV Report on 

National Planning of the Netherlands of 1985 was inspired by the first emergence of 

“advanced telecommunications”, what we now call telematics, before mentioned. In it 

there was a planning of the necessary infrastructures which, starting from the 4 main 

centers of the “heart of the country”, then extended to a provincial and then municipal 

scale. In this way, over time, the digital divide was overcome and the territory devel-

oped in a more balanced way. 

Integrated development also between being and becoming, between matter and en-

ergy, in a changing relationship between space and time that is the basis of in-

formation and memory, as Saragosa (2016) initially reports in The path of Biopoli. 

Development based on rethinking the relationship with nature, which must aim at the 

re-naturalization of cities, i.e. Planning Cities with Nature, text by Lemes De Oliveira 

and Mell I., as if it were an extension of McHarg's thought of Design with Nature. 

Texts that tend to focus attention in any case on urban development, while Ecopoli by 

Sandro Fabbro (2021) aims at a much more territorialist reading that raises very radi-

cal criticisms of the social, spatial and environmental settlement methods and sug-

gests new tools and forms of anthropization. 

But all this risks not really changing development trajectories and, once the pandemic 

is over, there is the danger of returning to the consolidated previous model. Some 

innovations were already present but they only occurred sporadically. This is the case 

of the tele-assistance already provided for in the Social Master Plans, created in 1999 

to connect socio-health needs of the area (Aragona, 2003). 

As from 2017 in Italy for the Municipalities of over 50,000 inhabitants, the law ask 

for Green Plans, with Project and Program managed by them (MATTM). And docu-
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ments from the Ministry of the Environment, Land and Sea Protection, now Ministry 

for Ecological Transition, speak of the need to combine greenery with water and eco-

system services. Green and blue infrastructures have been possible for years. And 

only with the Conte2 government were there the first loans for reforestation experi-

mentation in metropolitan areas (l.n.141/2019). In the PNRR there is a significant 

endowment in this sense – indeed together with digitization – green is the basis of the 

New Green Deal, an idea launched in 2019 by Jeremy Rifkin, and adopted by the EU 

just before the start of the pandemic. But then how to keep and cur it? Already the one 

existing in many Italian cities in the parts built from the 30s of the twentieth century 

onwards, under the influence first of Howard's Garden City and then Mumford and 

then of zoning, has grown and makes its way, indeed occupies the streets and side-

walks. New Bahuaus and New Urban Agenda, the many experiences of “nature-based 

solutions” indicate certainly valid paths of sustainability but how is it possible to cre-

ate the city of 15 minutes if the neighbourhood shops are increasingly disappearing? 

They are crushed by commercial centres and by changes in use. Both of these linked 

to economies of scale, therefore lower prices, with the “presumption” that the quality 

of life of the inhabitants results, first of all, in the offer of cheapest products and not, 

primarily, in a wider life quality. 

To reverse the situation, political choices are needed to be made through territorial 

and urban planning options. Certainly, it is difficult to have territorial and urban poli-

cies that are challenging the aforementioned liberalizations and privatizations. But the 

Region Authority and the Municipalities must take responsibility for combating the 

social and spatial damage, the loss of identity, which their territories are suffering also 

due to neoliberal choices. Otherwise, the ET cannot be realized except in exceptional, 

even if significant cases. Thus, the example of the 3 million trees planned by the Mu-

nicipality of Milan or the creation of a public company for the management of water 

by the Municipality of Naples is emblematic. 

 

The ET in historical centres is a theme that needs particular attention. Already 

fourteen years ago the Order of Architects, Planners, Landscape Architects, Conserva-

tors of the Province of Pistoia was trying to address this topic (Aragona, 2008) in the 

Conference 3 Days of Architecture, Thematic Seminar: Population centres and ener-

gy. The question is of great importance for Italy given the great importance and wide-

spread presence of them. In this regard, the countries of central and northern Europe 

naturally have an advantage first of all because they have always required the greatest 

possible efficiency due to the climatic conditions: thus the use of wood has been 

widespread and this has implied an equally effective process in the production chain 

and its programming in the conservation of the resource. But also because of the con-

ception of natural resources as common goods. It is no coincidence that in England 

there is the House of Commons. It is probably a legacy of the civic uses. These were 

created by the Romans and then had further declination in Central European lands.  

There is also a difference in the relative weights of the different components of the 

ET between large cities and medium or small centres. Among the main differences 

are those related to mobility, both in relation to flows and modalities of it. As a rele-

vant example is car-sharing or car rental which is almost absent in medium or small 
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cities while it is widely present in larger ones. Although it should be noted that even 

in the latter the service often does not cover the entire municipal territory but only the 

densest, central areas – that is, those where presumably the spending capacity is 

greater – and not the more peripheral ones, even if it is lived in these areas the majori-

ty of the inhabitants. 

   

The pandemic is also being faced thanks to the possibilities given by telematics. 

During the pandemics of past centuries there were no such opportunities, so Boccac-

cio's Decameròn, mid-14th century, has the narrative plot that takes place outside the 

city of Florence since the plague was here in 1348. Telematics can allow the breaking 

of the synchronicities between spaces and times, thus undermining one of the presup-

positions of the industrial city, that is, of the modern city (Ernesti, 1995). As pointed 

out in 1983, a large part of its structure has been designed over the centuries on the 

basis of what were then called public services, hospitals, schools. But it, as mentioned 

above, can support an integrated widespread territorial development as required by 

the Leipzig Charter. The inland areas and villages can be “reserve” – idea launched 

by Bussone, President of the National Union of Community Municipalities and 

Mountain Bodies (UNCEM), in 2019 at the INBAR assembly and it was before the 

pandemic and recently taken up by subjects like ISPRA – for territories and urban 

areas at risk including  Paris, Manhattan in New York, Jakarta and many others built 

at river or sea level and which are already fighting with the current rise in water 

caused by the greenhouse effect. Consider that some islands of the Polynesian archi-

pelagos have already been abandoned due to rising sea levels. 

Thus, consistent with the aforementioned New Green Deal in the PNRR, another 

great financial endowment is for digitization, as mentioned above, i.e. 40,32 billion 

euros which is something less than a fifth of the total of 191 billion euros mentioned 

above, also here without taking in account the additional ones from REACT-EU and 

the national programming. But it must be used in a way that is really useful to people. 

Teleactivity, teleworking, requires the overcoming of the logic of process control and 

to pass to product control (Nilles, 1988). However, it seems that the current Minister 

of Public Administration does not share all this and is linked to the consolidated logic 

of control. Certainly, this passage implies the loss of control of the managers and 

gives more freedom to the employees. And equally certainly this requires the defini-

tion of rights and duties as the late Stefano Rodotà had already anticipated for some 

decades, even asking for a “Constitution of the Internet”. And there are great differ-

ences between the activities of the Public Administration and many others such as 

tele-teaching or tele-health. 

Telework was invented by Jack Nilles, a NASA engineer in the early 1980s. The 

Mayor of Los Angeles said to him “Could you, who send people to the moon, help us 

solve the traffic problem in LA?”. The “remote work” was experienced thanks to the 

spatial activities between astronauts and the Earth Base. So also the “group ware”, 

form of remote cooperative work, was born. The many experiences of distance learn-

ing or tele-services in this year and a half of pandemic are its widespread diffusion. 

Around the same time, the Southern California Air Quality Commission imposed a 

tax on companies about the number of employees for car in downtown locations: the 
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minor this latter was the minor was the taxation. The aim was to reduce traffic and 

pollution through tele-working or carpooling. All this, of course, in a vast mobility 

plan for the city. The same reasons for the reduction of traffic and pollution were the 

motivation for the teleworking experience made in Rome in the mid-90s by the Mayor 

Rutelli: TraDe or Traffic Decongestion. Experimentation carried out as part of the EU 

LIFE Projects (Aragona, 2000) that is about Life Quality. Already in 2018 there were 

contracts that anticipated digitization in such as the SPC Consip framework contract 

in the Public Administration. Thus emblematically the Digital Agenda reported the 

image of Figure 2. 

 

 
            Figure 2. Innovation and territory (Source: Amati, 2018) 

 

In this context there are the digital nomads. Example Vicari (CT) one of the munic-

ipalities that has sold empty houses for 1 euro and where thanks to both things the 

canter is reborn. So UNCEM, emphasizing the possibilities that really exist, talking 

about PNRR asks some questions (2022) <<If ItaliaDomani, the Italian Next Genera-

tion EU, is truly capable of transforming the country. To make it more cohesive and 

to generate opportunities and solutions for the new generations. Without putting new 

debt on them. Certainly, in these first months of implementation of the PNRR we have 

highlighted as Uncem that there are lights and shadows. We have never made a criti-

cism without making proposals. On some calls released so far, there are several 

things that we would have liked different. Starting with that on schools, in which mu-

nicipalities are prevented from using the projects that had already been assembled 

and set up thanks to the announcement of the state planning fund, for example. Or the 

one on the villages in which the Regions must identify, it is not clear how, 20 villages 

with 20 million euros each and then another 229 villages that will have “only” 1.6 

million Euros (thousands of potential candidates). It happens, for example, for the 

announcement on integrated development projects of metropolitan cities, that in these 

days a list of works is requested from the capitals to the municipalities, when instead 

the ratio is quite different. And the urban-centric logic actually excludes small munic-

ipalities. On urban regeneration, with the applications reopened, many make confu-

sion with the “Integrated urban plans”. On too many components, we have so far a 

resource switch between budget laws and PNRR. As on urban regeneration itself, on 

works for municipalities, on high-speed railways. An overall change of pace is need-

ed. But for now, we remain confident. In addition to ten, one hundred private (and 

non-private) subjects who are inventing an “accompaniment” for the Municipalities, 

UNCEMU works on the political front to avoid urban-centric drifts and a destination 
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of resources entirely towards the big cities, towards the hundred capitals. So far they 

are hardly recognizing the “metro-mountain” logic as the only solution to the crises 

(pandemic, climatic, economic). A change of pace is necessary and the municipalities 

together can, want and must do more. 

Regarding “the notices published so far ... never act running run after all the calls, 

but according to a plan of growth, inclusion, well-being that together the Municipali-

ties define for their territories and their communities. With a long look and the logic 

that "everything is connected", and "walking together", which we have learned in 

decades of collaboration between Bodies in the same valley or in the same homoge-

neous area.>>. 

Exemplary is what, before the pandemic and also the PNRR, the Municipality of 

Pegognaga (MN) proposed together with the Italian Biogas Consortium in collabora-

tion with Energia Media. In other words, a model for the enhancement of the Italian 

territory ready to relaunch itself through a new spatial, social and economic vision: i.e 

a Smart Land (Figure 3). 

 

 
              Figure 3. Smart Land proposed in Pegognaga (MN) 

4 Concluding suggestions in progress 

The ET was born as a push to change the model which proved to be environmen-

tally unsustainable, and which has become more and more socially unequal. For sev-

eral decades now there has been an awareness of the limits regarding the relationship 

between man and nature and of the social effectiveness that is increasingly disappear-

ing, crushed by technical and economic efficiency. The pandemic is making these 

limitations more evident and jarring. Even virtual accessibility, since its manifesta-

tion, has followed this scenario of economic efficiency and not of social effectiveness. 

  The ET, when it succeeds, triggers gentrification processes if it is not managed by 

politics. Thus the beautiful example of environmental sustainability of the High Line 

in Manhattan meant an increase in value in the sale or rental prices. While in San 

Francisco, the "sustainable" bus transport of companies in Silicon Valley to the city, 

solicited by the City with tax-reduction of these busses, has led to the expulsion of 
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residents in historic Frisco neighbourhoods and those who remain have organized 

themselves into struggle committees. 

However, there are examples of local “resistance” and autopoiesis processes (De 

Rossi, 2017). As the Diversity Inequality Forum (2018) has been saying for some 

time, as well as the SNAI Strategy (Lucatelli, 2015) suggests, as required by UNCEM 

and finally also by the EU, such experiences need to be supported. By doing so ac-

cepting that the dynamics of anthropization must really go towards a passage, that is, 

make a transition towards an ecological approach – more than a model, a paradigm – 

based on an integrated vision of territories and cities, as requested by the quoted UN 

2030 Agenda, the EU New Green Deal, and Pope Francis' Encyclical Letter Laudato 

Be for the Care of the Common Home. 
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