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Abstract 
 
Regions continuously transform due to technological change, industrial restructuring, 

migration, policy initiatives and/or by exogenous shocks such as war, natural disasters, 

and pandemics. Local governments also implement policies to support restructuring 

and transformation, for example in response to societal challenges like climate 

change. The economic history is full of examples of how these types of transformations 

can induce long-term changes in the geography of jobs, people, and economic growth.     

This special session focus on how various types of economic and societal 

transformations influence the geography of firms, human capital, and economic 

growth, and thus the preconditions for development of different types of regions.  The 

special session is organized by NORDIC ERSA and welcomes contributions from all 

ERSA members.   
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