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Introduction to Workshop Session II 
EU measures driving chemicals and product sustainability 

Sustainability

Economic

Social

Environmental Chemical safety

Footprint reduction / resource efficiency / circularity

REACH / CLP / F-Gas / ODS Regulations, 
OELs, Industrial Emissions Directive (Dir.)

RoHS / Batteries /  
Ecodesign Dir. …

Non-legislative instruments
Financial instruments
Safe and sustainable-by-design criteria
Transition pathway for chemicals
Etc.

Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability (CSS) for a toxic-free environment (2020) 

Circular Econonmy Action Plan (2020), incl. Sustainable Products Initiative (SPI)
European Industrial Strategy (2020)

European 
Green Deal 
(2019)

“Transforming the EU’s 
economy for a 
sustainable future”

 High complexity, uncertainty, possible significant industry impacts

Revision

Fit for 55 package (2021)
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Introduction to Workshop Session II 
CSS REACH Regulation Revision: Main elements 

• COM plans targeted changes to all processes under 
REACH and various scope extensions

• Main elements of concern for aerospace and 
defence industries:

COM “Have your say” website

 Reform of the REACH authorisation and 
restriction processes, options 

 REACH Candidate List enhancement 
 Extension of the Generic Approach to 

Risk Management “GRA”                             
(hazard-based restrictions)

 New Essential Use Concept  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12959-Chemicals-legislation-revision-of-REACH-Regulation-to-help-achieve-a-toxic-free-environment_en
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Introduction to Workshop Session II
The Essential Use Concept (EUC)
• The Montreal Protocol is a starting point for definition:  

• For REACH the EUC is to inform, potentially streamline and speed up authorisation / 
derogations from restrictions 

• But the EUC will go even beyond REACH 
• A study to define criteria has been conducted – COM communication expected by end 2022
• Still to be decided: binding nature (guidance or legislation); decision process (ECHA vs. 

COM); further clarity on the definition 

The CSS commits to “define criteria for essential uses to ensure that the most 
harmful chemicals are only allowed if their use is necessary for health, safety 
or is critical for the functioning of society and if there are no alternatives 
that are acceptable from the standpoint of environment and health”
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Introduction to Workshop Session II 
Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation (ESPR): COM proposal

• Objective: make sustainable products the norm 
in the EU, boost Europe’s resource independence

• Key elements of the COM proposal of 30.3.2022:

• Proposal is now with EU Parliament and Council
• Further info: T. Becker, StoffR 3 2022 (link)

COM “Have your 
say” website

ESPR product aspects 
for ecodesign requirements:

 Is a framework to improve the environmental 
sustainability of products  see table of product aspects

 Very wide scope: “any physical good placed on the (EU) 
market or put into service, incl. components […]”

 Ecodesign requirements to be introduced through COM 
delegated acts for specific products based on work plans

 Information requirements for Substances of Concern
(wide definition) & possible circularity-based restrictions

 Introduction of an EU Digital Product Passport 

https://stoffr.lexxion.eu/article/STOFFR/2022/3/7
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12567-Sustainable-products-initiative_en
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Introduction to Workshop Session II 
RoHS Directive Review: State of Play 

• Objective to simplify and increase the efficiency of the current rules and 
improve their enforcement  ‘RoHS 3’

• Options considered by COM:
 Maintain the Directive as it stands 

 Simplify and clarify

 Transform into a Regulation – supported by a majority of stakeholders* 

 Repeal and incorporate into REACH Regulation 

 Repeal and address in ESPR 

• COM proposal likely delayed to 2023 (Q2 ?) 
– Co-legislative procedure in European Parliament and Council to follow in 2023/24?

– Effective date in 2025/2026?

COM “Have your say” website *COM Factual Summary Report on the Public Consultation for the Review of the RoHS Directive, Ref. Ares(2022)5884921 - 23/08/2022

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13137-Review-Restriction-of-the-use-of-hazardous-substances-in-electronics_en


Outlook to 2030 on COM key revision activities under the European Green Deal
2019
European 
Green Deal

2020
Chemicals
Strategy for Sustainability

2020
Circular Economy 
Action Plan, incl. 
Sustainable 
Products Initiative

2020
European 
Industrial 
Strategy

REACH Revision IA & COM proposal Co-legislation Implementation of REACH 2.0

ESPR COM proposal Co-legislation ESPR implementation, incl. up to 30 delegated acts by 2030

CLP Revision New hazard classes, COM proposal Implementation of CLP 2.0Co-legislation

RoHS Review COM proposal Co-legislation Implementation of RoHS 3.0

SVHC+
extended GRA

“Substances of Concern”

Legend: 
COM = European Commission. 
IA = Impact Assessment. 
ESPR = Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation
CfE = Call for Evidence 
PC = Public Consultation 

Restrictions Roadmap Roadmap 4/22 Implementation of Roadmap

Continuation

New/revised binding OELs

ECHA Basic Regulation Co-legislatiion Implementation

Published

EU strategic framework on health and safety at work 2021 – 2027, COM (2021) 323

COM proposal

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12959-Chemicals-legislation-revision-of-REACH-Regulation-to-help-achieve-a-toxic-free-environment_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12567-Sustainable-products-initiative_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12975-Revision-of-EU-legislation-on-hazard-classification-labelling-and-packaging-of-chemicals_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13137-Review-Restriction-of-the-use-of-hazardous-substances-in-electronics_en
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/49734
https://echa.europa.eu/oels-activity-list
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13554-European-Chemicals-Agency-proposal-for-a-basic-regulation_en
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Additional slides
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Introduction to Workshop Session II 
The European Green Deal – main trigger for key revision activities  

Chemicals Strategy 
for Sustainability 
(CSS) 

 Restrictions 
Roadmap 

 Safe and 
sustainable-by-
design criteria

 New/revised 
binding OELs 
(incl. for lead)

 “Targeted” 
revisions of 
REACH and CLP 
Regulations

European Industrial 
Strategy and Circular 
Economy Action Plan, 
incl. Sustainable 
Products Initiative

 Revision of 
Ecodesign Directive

 RoHS Review 
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