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ABOUT THE EUROPEAN DEFENCE AGENCY
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EDA AT A GLANCE

Established in 2004
Based in Brussels

Intergovernmental Agency 
of the Council of the European Union

2Preferred

cooperation forum
for technology and 

capability development3Military interface
between Member States 
and EU wider policies 1Main intergovernmental 

prioritisation
instrument
at EU level in support of 
defence capability 
development
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A PROACTIVE HUB FOR 
THE EUROPEAN DEFENCE COMMUNITY

EDA interfacing with (e.g.):

• Key partners in civil-military
coordination 
(e.g., European Commission, 
EU Agencies, ESA, 
Eurocontrol, SESAR)

• Partner organisations in 
improving European military
capabilities
(e.g., OCCAR, EATC, NATO)

• Industry, 
through ASD & NDIAs

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiAi6bI-uHbAhXRIlAKHfBKCLEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://eu-civcap.net/portfolio/european-union-satellite-centre/&psig=AOvVaw3izrIoe3oTeOGWnY-AJVPy&ust=1529574331143158
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EDA REACH ACTIVITIES
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IMPACT OF REACH ON DEFENCE

REACH may 
impact the 

actual 
operability of 
EU MS Armed 

Forces

The cumulative impacts 

create a significant risk 

to maintaining cost-

effective military 

capabilities.

The increased through-

life cost is unavoidable.

Defence exemptions 

will not guarantee the 

availability of 

chemicals necessary to 

maintain defence 

equipment.

The import of chemicals 

and articles poses a risk 

due to insecurities that a 

global supply chain may 

bring.

Unsustainable defence 

system due to timeframe 

differences between 

REACH and defence 

product lifecycles.

Source: 2016 EDA Study on the impact of REACH and CLP chemical regulations on the defence sector

Article 2, par. 3: “Member States may 

allow for exemptions from this Regulation 
in specific cases for certain substances, on 
their own, in a mixture or in an article, where 
necessary and in the interests of 

defence.”

https://eda.europa.eu/news-and-events/news/2017/01/26/eda-study-on-the-impact-of-reach-clp-european-chemical-regulations-on-the-defence-sector-released
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EDA REACH ACTIVITIES - Background

EDA only forum for structured dialogue / central role as EU 
military coordinator on REACH-related defence issues

AIM

 Establish best practices/common 
understanding in REACH implementation

 Support the main purpose of REACH while 
mitigating its impact on defence and ensuring 
the operational effectiveness of the 
European Armed Forces

 Facilitate common coordinated actions, in 
close cooperation with the Commission, ECHA 
and industry

 Support harmonisation and transparency of 
national defence exemption procedures

Participating Countries
All 26 EDA participating 
Member States + Norway*

Since
2009

Partners
European Commission, European Chemicals Agency 
(ECHA), European Space Agency (ESA)

EDA REACH Task Force
REACH/defence experts from specific countries supporting 
EDA at technical level 

To find out more: EDA REACH Project Webpage

*As EEA member, Norway is bound by the REACH Regulation as are EU MS

https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/reach
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INTERACTION WITH ESA ON REACH

• Defence and Space niche sectors sharing common topics of interest and challenges on 
REACH

• EDA/ESA REACH close interaction
- EDA membership in Material and Processes Technology Board (MPTB), as observer

- ESA invited regularly to EDA REACH Plenary meetings, as observer

• In-depth expertise/technical groups from both sides 

• Defence/Space Industry at EU level : Common denominator ASD and its relevant 
activities/forums (Defence : ASD REACH & Chem WG, Space: ASD-Eurospace)

ASD REACH & 
CHEM WG

Defence Space
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EDA REACH ACTIVITIES - Main Achievements

EDA REACH Portal
on national policies and 
procedures on granting 
REACH Defence 
Exemptions

2009

EDA pMS Common 

Position on Ammunition 

Classification

EDA Code of Conduct 

on REACH Defence 

Exemptions

2015 2017 2020
EDA REACH Roadmap 

2018-2020 adopted

20162011 2021

EDA Roadmap 2021-

2023 on REACH and 

related Chemicals/ 

Waste regulations 

adopted

EDA updated pMS Common 

Position on Ammunition 

Classification

EDA 

REACH 

Task Force
1st meeting

2011

EDA Code of Conduct 

on CLP Defence 

Exemptions

2022

EDA PFAS Working Group

1st meeting

EDA Recommendations 

to Member States for 

Facilitating Alignment of 

national Procurement 

Contracts with REACH

2019

https://eda.europa.eu/info-hub/press-centre/latest-news/2021/01/27/defence-impacted-by-variety-of-eu-rules-on-chemicals-waste-study-finds
https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-source/documents/eda-reach-study-final-report-2016-december-16-p.pdf
https://reach.eda.europa.eu/
https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-source/brochures/eda-member-states-common-position-on-ammunition-classification-under-reach---adopted.pdf
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• EDA REACH Portal about national policies and procedures on granting exemptions from REACH obligations in the 
interests of defence, since 2009

• Agreement on way-ahead regarding internal and external transparency of sMS’s REACH Defence Exemption 
Procedures and Decisions, July 2021

EDA REACH Portal
https://reach.eda.europa.eu/

# REACH Defence Exemptions

https://reach.eda.europa.eu/
https://reach.eda.europa.eu/
https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-source/documents/eda-code-of-conduct-on-reach-defence-exemptions.pdf
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# REACH Defence Exemptions (cont.)

• EDA Code of Conduct on REACH Defence Exemptions, Mar 2015 

• Annex to CoC - Framework for Applying for a Defence Exemption from a Requirement of REACH, Mar 2015 

=> EDA activities to enhance transparency, reciprocal acknowledgment, improvements/ evolutions of national 
defence exemption procedures/decisions

https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-
source/documents/eda-code-of-conduct-

on-reach-defence-exemptions.pdf

https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-
source/documents/annex-to-coc---

framework-for-applying-for-a-defence-
exemption-from-a-requirement-of-reach.pdf

https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-source/documents/eda-code-of-conduct-on-reach-defence-exemptions.pdf
https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-source/documents/annex-to-coc---framework-for-applying-for-a-defence-exemption-from-a-requirement-of-reach.pdf
https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-source/documents/eda-code-of-conduct-on-reach-defence-exemptions.pdf
https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-source/documents/eda-code-of-conduct-on-reach-defence-exemptions.pdf
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# Alignment of Procurement Contract Terms with REACH
• EDA Recommendations to Member States for Facilitating Alignment of national Procurement Contracts with 

REACH, February 2019 

https://reach.eda.europa.eu/
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# Studies

• EDA Study on REACH and CLP Impact on Defence sector, Dec 2016 

• EDA Study on EDA Study on the impact of other (than REACH/CLP) European Chemicals/Waste Regulations on 
the Defence Sector, Jan 2021

https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-
source/documents/eda-reach-study-final-

report-2016-december-16-p.pdf

https://eda.europa.eu/info-hub/press-
centre/latest-news/2021/01/27/defence-

impacted-by-variety-of-eu-rules-on-
chemicals-waste-study-finds

https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-source/reports/eda-reach-study-final-report-2016-december-16-p.pdf
https://eda.europa.eu/news-and-events/news/2021/01/27/defence-impacted-by-variety-of-eu-rules-on-chemicals-waste-study-finds
https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-source/documents/eda-reach-study-final-report-2016-december-16-p.pdf
https://eda.europa.eu/info-hub/press-centre/latest-news/2021/01/27/defence-impacted-by-variety-of-eu-rules-on-chemicals-waste-study-finds
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# EDA pMS Contribution to REACH Revision

Position Summary
• Support the existing legal provision for defence exemption 

(Art.2(3) should be maintained as it stands)

• Recall main specificities of defence sector and remaining/ 
upcoming challenges:

- A need for clear identifiers to improve traceability of 
substances and substitution 

- A need to improve the understanding and predictability of 
the risk management measures

- The reform of authorisation and restriction processes need 
to take into account several principles to better cope with 
some specificities of the defence sector

• Highlight the importance to ensure that the essential use 
concept does not threaten EU strategic autonomy 
development

Position paper also circulated in the context of the 
survey on the Essential use concept
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Main Sub-
Activities/Scope

Liaise with and support EDA R&T communities (CapTechs)
EU R&T&D funding mechanisms (e.g. ESIF, EDF)

Continuous Sub-Activities

Key Objectives/
Deliverable(s)

• Promote REACH-related R&T activities for innovative substitution of 
chemical substance

• Support potential REACH R&T Ad-hoc programs/projects
• Promote/Best exploit EU funding opportunities for REACH R&T

# EDA REACH R&T&D Activities for Innovative Substitution
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➢ Surface treatment

✓ Hexavalent Chromium compounds in surface treatment

✓ Cadmium plating in the aerospace & defence sector (e.g. fasteners, connector housings)

✓ Boric acid (critical use in electrolytic deposition of metals)

✓ Cobalt (Ni-based corrosion protection)

➢ Munitions Thermal and fire insulation materials (e.g. Refractory ceramic fibres)

➢ Alloys (e.g. Lead-free alloys)

➢ Components (e.g. Lead-free soldering, Boron oxide in GaAs manufacturing, PZT for sonar)

➢ REACH Compliant Energetic Materials (e.g. Lead-free ammunition)

REACH R&T for innovative substitution of substances used in defence is challenging
- especially considering short REACH timelines and strict defence (re-)qualification (e.g. Air Sector/airworthiness) and/or 

safety (e.g. ammunition) criteria
- In some cases defence R&T efforts have been ongoing for years without concrete outcomes on finding viable 

alternatives for all defence uses (e.g. chromates in surface treatment, lead in ammunition)

# Examples of EDA R&T Focus Aeras & Challenges
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# EDA PFAS Activities

2020: Initial mapping
on PFAS in 
Firefighting foams
• MoD’s uses of PFAS-

based fire-fighting foams

• National activities towards 
PFAS-free alternatives

• Challenges to substitute

2021: Implementation 
of the EDA PFAS WG 
with a focus on 
Firefighting foams
• Exchange information on 

current practices

• Share feedback on testing 
alternatives

• Prepare input to ongoing 
restriction proposals

Way Ahead
• Identify further impacts 

on defence sector

• Prepare input for the 
upcoming ‘Universal’ 
PFAS restriction 
proposal 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF CIRCULARITY PRINCIPLES IN DEFENCE 
SECTOR - IF CEED
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Incubation Clusters [ICs]

IC 1 "Materials & Innovative Designs" [MIS] IC 2 "Processes & Digitalisation" [PD]

PC
Critical 

Raw 
Materials

PC
Circular 
Additive 

Manufacturing

PC
Circular 

Materials 
for Textiles 

PC
Sustainable 
Ecodesign

PC
Waste 

Framework 
Directive, 

9.1.i) 

PC
EMAS 

Uptake 
Strategy

PC
Green 

Procurement

PC
Circular 

Data 

PC
Spare Parts 

Management

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

AIM

Implement circularity principles in 
European Defence by:

 incubating collaborative projects;

 enabling transnational innovative 
solutions and revised business 
models.

Contributing to
the EU Climate 
Change and 
Defence Roadmap

WHOM FOR?

 Ministries of Defence
 Any pertinent EU / national / 

international public body/organisation
 Academia

HOW?

 Under 2 Incubation Clusters, experts works within below 9 "Project Circles” (PC)

Incubation Forum for Circular Economy in European Defence (IF CEED)

 Industry
 Research-and-Technology-

Organisations
 Financial institutions

- “eda.europa.eu/ifceed” -
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LINK WITH REACH - Avoiding regrettable substitution and promoting 
non-toxic material cycles

circular.economy@eda.europa.eu

www.eda.europa.eu/ifceed

IF CEED
Incubation Forum for Circular 

Economy in European Defence
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CONCLUSION / REFLEXIONS
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CONCLUDING REMARKS

EDA is supporting the continuous 
effort required by MoDs to comply 

with REACH (and other EU’s 
regulations on chemicals) while 
maintaining the operational 

effectiveness of the EU Armed 
Forces.

Through close coordination with all 
involved stakeholders at EU (EC, ECHA, 
ESA, EU industry associations/ASD) 

and national (MS Competent 
Authorities, National Defence 
Industry Associations) levels.

By joining forces, EDA/defence and ESA/space can have a stronger common 
voice and make themselves heard towards other EU REACH stakeholders, in 
view of minimising the potential future impact of REACH for both Defence 

and Space sectors
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FURTHER INFORMATION ON EDA REACH WORK STRAND

EDA REACH Programme WebPage
https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-

activities/activities-search/reach 

EDA Roadmap 2021-2023 for REACH and 
related chemicals/waste EU regulations 

https://eda.europa.eu/news-and-
events/news/2021/10/29/new-reach-work-roadmap-

adopted

https://eda.europa.eu/what-we-do/all-activities/activities-search/reach
https://eda.europa.eu/news-and-events/news/2021/10/29/new-reach-work-roadmap-adopted
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