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CLIMATE CHANGE IN MONROE COUNTY

WHEREAS, climate change poses a serious threat to Monroe County’s natural
resources, agriculture, public health, communities, tourism, and economy; and

WHEREAS, increasing instances of extreme weather events since 2007 and more
recently August of 2018 and July of 2019 are devastating Monroe County and surrounding
communities; and

WHEREAS, the safety of our citizens is of the utmost importance and adequate
monitoring of severe weather occurrences will help protect individuals, businesses and
communities; and

WHEREAS, adequate floodplain management can help alleviate future property
damage; and

WHEREAS, updating and or creating the county’s floodplain map through an
impact study will more accurately reflect current weather events; and

WHEREAS, identifying current landuse trends and challenges will allow the
county to improve enforcement of standard zoning policies and practices to create
sustainable land use decisions; and

WHEREAS, Monroe County citizens, businesses, and municipalities have
incurred significant financial damage in the millions of dollars due to climate change and
extreme weather events. These damages are impacting the municipalities budgets and
adding substantial financial strain; and

WHEREAS, the Climate Change Task Force (CCTF) will seek federal, state, and
local technical and financial assistance to implement Task Force recommendations and
goals; and

WHEREAS, the CCTF will provide educational materials and inform the citizens
of Monroe County about climate change and it’s effects on the County; and

WHEREAS, establishing mitigation programs throughout Monroe County that
will benefit all citizens; and

WHEREAS, promotion of sustainable land use policies and practices with the
state and federal government is vital for future change; and

WHEREAS, our county has a responsibility to current and future generations of
Monroe County residents to act to prevent continuing damage to our resources and
infrastructure and to invest in solutions that help to mitigate the changes that have already
occurred.

‘NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Monroe County Board
recognizes that climate change is occurring in Monroe County and supports the efforts of




Monroe County

Climate Change - Task Force

Define: goals/plan/action — 12/11/19
(Sequence based on importance and development time)

1. Implement monitoring devices (weather stations) and warning systems in real
time by coordinating with emergency management and the national weather
service. (warning signage/Nixel/messaging)

2. Floodplain Management — Remove structures/roads/crossings within floodway
that have a history of being flooded & or under immediate threat. Define
standards for building within the floodplain.

3. Complete flood impact study to identify 100 year floodway boundary based on
recent rainfall data and current land use. Focus on areas with development
pressure & or chronic flooding issues.

4. Zone to promote sustainable land use decisions. Improve existing enforcement of
shore land zoning ordinance.

5. Enforcement of land use decisions.

6. Flood Mitigation Projects — (watershed management) implement/develop water
infiltration, retention practices that address rainfall and runoff.

7. Promote sustainable land use policies or practices that influence state and
federal legislation.

8. C(Climate Change Mitigation:

» ID contributions/sources
> Establish standards for sustainability
» Implement climate change mitigation and adaptation planning into municipal
(county, town, village, city, etc.) comprehensive plans and promote planning
integration throughout other municipal plans (transportation, hazard mitigation,
watershed, etc.).
» Implement mitigation programs (ex. Tree planting, mass transit, Runoff
Curve Number (RCN) & Temperature balancing, Agriculture — Carbon
Sequestering practices, etc.
» Individual Empowerment
9. Provide information & education
10. Seek funding sources to implement Task Force recommendations/goals.



https://www.bing.com/videos/search?g=you+tube+marty+severson&docid=6080294
40769924716&mid=57BCDCFF1B7A08B9555257BCDCFF1B7A08B95552&view=detail&
FORM=VIRE



https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=you+tube+marty+severson&docid=608029440769924716&mid=57BCDCFF1B7A08B9555257BCDCFF1B7A08B95552&view=detail&FORM=VIRE




Photo is from Village of Lafarge, Kickapoo River at STH 82,
Vernon County, 8 July 2008



FEMA Voluntary Buyout Project -

Monroe County , WI (arcgis.com)



https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/912b32304bf442d085ae727b77d97ccd
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