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• Size - 581,300 acres (908 mi2)

• Population 46,274 (25% R)

• Land use:

- Fort McCoy -60,000 acres 

- Central Wisconsin Conservation Area        (16,000 
acres in Monroe Co.)

- cranberries 3,654 acres

- woodland 273,000 acres

- cropland 185,800 acres 

- wetlands 56,000 acres

- 5 Watershed Basins

Monroe County Land Use



Driftless Area
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Welcome to 
Monroe County





Cold Water Streams

Trout Streams
Class I - 92 miles

Class II - 114 miles



Recreational Opportunities



Monroe County



Climate Change 

•    Last 34 years –Warmest Years (temp)       
on Record
• 2021 – 109 days above 80 degrees
• Average Temperature is +2 degrees
•   Increase Evaporation 
•   Rainfall Intensity 2-6” hour
• Since 2007 –20+ Major Flood Events
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Symptoms of Climate Change?

Well Water - Contamination        Invasive Species

Oak Wilt

Dr. David Samuels

Wildlife & Human Diseases (CWD)

Localized Temp Regimes 



100 year flood event - every year!!



60.79”

Ave. Annual Rainfall = 33”
April 3rd – Dec. 31, 2018

Monroe County - Watersheds

Localized Rain Events

2019
July 3rd  (4-5”/1.5 hrs.)

July 9th  (1”/20 min)

July 18th (6-8”/2 hrs.)



Agriculture – Rill & Gully Erosion

Saturated & Flooded Cropland



Soil Erosion & Delivery - Cropland

Soil Loss = 649,057 tons/year

Mono-Culture Farming

Sediment Delivery



Infrastructure Failure



Private Property 

Flooded Basements & Lawns



Reclaiming the Valley Floor



Farmstead 

Before & After




