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Overview



University at Albany 

● Mostly implemented with first year 
students in WCI

● Various themes: zombie apocalypse, 
Ready Player One, heroes

Skidmore

● “Save Scribbler” orientation activity

● Often implemented in “Scribner 
Seminars” but used in upper level 
courses as well



Why Breakout EDU?



Team Building

“This exercise helps to show us that 
using the help of your peers is a very 
valuable tool when it comes to 
problem solving, or even writing. 
Using ideas from others can help to 
create new thoughts using a 
combination of both minds. 
Sometimes the solution can’t be seen 
by one but can be seen by another.”



Problem Solving

“This exercise taught us that to solve 
a problem we shouldn’t ignore our 
attempts, because there is no 
downfall in trying different things.”

"Let's just start over with an open 
mind."



Inquiry

“This exercise taught us exactly what 
inquiry is, gathering ideas and 
thoughts in order to evaluate a 
situation. It also helped me realize 
that inquiry, writing and research are 
all tied together. In order to write you 
need to gather thoughts and ideas 
which is inquiry. On top of that, 
sometimes you need to research in 
order to gather some of those ideas.”



Inquiry

“Most of all, this exercise taught me to 
use every clue that came into my head 
because why not. The more ideas you 
have, the better you can dwindle down 
to a few really good ones.”



Fostering the Growth Mindset

“This exercise showed us that it is 
okay to fail sometimes. It isn’t going 
to be the end of the world. It taught us 
that exploring new options that didn’t 
lead to success but did lead us to a 
different path was successful. If one 
thing didn’t work we tried again.”



Engaging Students

● Allows more advanced students 
to take leadership roles

● Introduction to librarians as a 
resource, and to library 
resources



Lessons Learned



Game Design

★ The hardest part!

★ Opportunity for creativity 

★ Brainstorm with a colleague or course instructor

★ Vary level of difficulty to get to solutions

○ Consider a two-step solution

○ Gmail out of office message

★ Build in red herrings



Before the Class

❏ Double check all kits complete and locks correctly set

❏ Give others a heads up (e.g. Email librarians on chat reference)

❏ Make sure there is at least one computer for each team



Remove the Chairs

● Encourages students to move 
around and work together

● Ensures that everyone has 
access to the clues



Instructors Work in Pairs

● Monitoring teams

● Resetting locks in between 
sessions

● Librarian and Instructor or 2 
Librarians



Give Hints, Not Answers

Good Hints:

● Everything you need is right in 
front of you. Have you looked 
closely at all of your clues?

● What kind of solution do you 
need to open the lock? A 3-digit 
number? A 5-letter word?

● What resources might you use to 
find the information you need? 
(e.g. zombie librarian)



Scaffold Lesson with Pre & Post Assignments

Failing Better challenge Zombie Apocalypse Survival Guide

https://sites.google.com/view/metaliteracy/wci-badges/failing-better
http://libguides.library.albany.edu/zombies


Include Small Prizes



Resources

● Zombie Apocalypse Trello 
Board

● Breakout EDU (tutorials, 
facilitation tools, game design 
resources, etc.)

● Detwiler, S., Jacobson, T., & 
O’Brien, K. (2018). 
BreakoutEDU: Helping students 
break out of their comfort 
zones. C&RL News, 79(2).

https://trello.com/b/kRCOGyyC/breakoutedu-zombie-apocalypse-cit
https://trello.com/b/kRCOGyyC/breakoutedu-zombie-apocalypse-cit
https://www.breakoutedu.com/
https://crln.acrl.org/index.php/crlnews/article/view/16875/18511
https://crln.acrl.org/index.php/crlnews/article/view/16875/18511
https://crln.acrl.org/index.php/crlnews/article/view/16875/18511

