
 

WEDNESDAY 25 OCTOBER 2023 

0900 – 1800 Registration open Level 1 Foyer 

EPIC WORKSHOP Conway 2 – 4 rooms 

1000 –  
1735 

EPIC Workshop 
Cost: Medical practitioner A$400 | Trainee/Nursing/allied health A$250. Places are limited.  

EPIC is the SPANZA special interest group for SPANZA Members with an interest in reducing peri-procedural 
anxiety and distress. The EPIC workshops teach these techniques to help health professionals engage with 
children and their families and enhance their ability to manage medical procedures. 

1200 – 1800 Speaker prep Conway 1 room 

OPEN FORUMS – all welcome and included with registration fee Conway 5 room 

1300 Pain Open Forum  
This session aims to look at recent and upcoming databases and examine their strengths and weaknesses.  We 
would like to encourage HODs, deputy directors and those interested in quality improvement as well as research 
to attend. 
Dr Jordan Wood, Christchurch Hospital, New Zealand & Dr Charlotte Hill, Dunedin Hospital, New Zealand 

1430 Break 

1445 Research Open Forum  
"Big Databases”: SPRUCE FOREST, PEDI, WEBAIRS and more.  
This session aims to look at recent and upcoming databases and examine their strengths and weaknesses.  We 
would like to encourage HODs, deputy directors and those interested in quality improvement as well as research 
to attend. 
Dr Fiona Taverner, Flinders Medical Centre, SA 

1615 Break 

1630 Cardiac Open Forum  
"Triumphs and Disasters!" 
The Paediatric Cardiac Anaesthesia Forum is an informal discussion of cases from around Australasia 
3 cases will be presented. There will be a 5-minute presentation of each case, followed by 15 minutes of 
discussion. All interested parties are most welcome to attend. 
Dr Chris Smit, Starship Children's Hospital, New Zealand  

1800 –  
2000 

Welcome Reception – Level 1 Foyer, Te Pae Convention Centre 
Dress code: smart casual 
Tickets: included with a full registration. Additional tickets can be purchased for A$95 (inc GST) 

Welcome to Christchurch! Join us to catch up with friends and colleagues whilst enjoying a relaxing drink or 
two and some canapés at Te Pa Convention Centre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THURSDAY 26 OCTOBER 2023 
0730 – 1800 Registration open Level 1 Foyer 

0730 – 1600 Speaker prep Conway 1 room 

OPENING SESSION: Safety first 
Chairs: Dr Anna Miedecke & Dr David Linscott 

Auditorium 1 

0830 Welcome and Powhiri 
Dr Anna Miedecke, SPANZA President & Dr David Linscott, SPANZA 2023 Committee 

0850 Keeping sick children safe during anaesthesia 
A/Prof Manchula Navaratnam, Stanford Medicine Children's Health, USA 

0920 Error traps and culture of safety in paediatric anaesthesiology 
Dr Debnath Chatterjee, Colorado Fetal Care Center, USA 

0950 Delivering culturally safe care to children  
Dr Te Aro Moxon, Paediatrician, Waikato, New Zealand 

1020 Morning tea  Waitaki room 

 Morning Tea for Simulation Enthusiasts Conway 3 room 
Simulation is a well-recognised method of helping health practitioners practice their clinical and resource management 
skills and SPANZA is looking to expand its simulation educational activities. Anyone who has an interest in simulation is 
invited to this morning tea to meet with other simulation enthusiasts and discuss opportunities for SPANZA in this space. 

PLENARY SESSION: Home and away  
Chairs: Dr Indu Kapoor & Dr Philippa Lane 

Auditorium 1 

1120 Launch of Never Drugs Project 
Dr Eamonn Upperton, Monash Childrens Hospital, Vic 

1130 Quality of recovery after surgery and anaesthesia 
Dr Paul Lee-Archer, Queensland Children’s Hospital, Qld 

1150 Paediatric Anaesthesia Experience in Honiara-Solomon Islands 
Dr Delwyn Pitakoe, National Referral Hospital, Solomon Islands 

1210 Paediatric surgery in the Pacific  
Dr Kiki Maoate, Christchurch Hospital and Children's Specialist Centre, New Zealand 

1230 Panel discussion Q & A 

1300 Lunch  
Waitaki room 1315 Poster viewing session: P01 – P05 

Chairs: Fiona Taverner & Ben Turner 

1315 Optional workshop: Empowering women in leadership advisor and protege 
workshop.  
Cost: A$30 

Conway 3 room 

A workshop designed specifically for the WELI protégé; how to get the most from the advisor – protégé relationship. This 
introductory workshop is for Fellows in the first few years of fellowship looking to develop their leadership skills and will 
define the coaching relationship and outline the coaching responsibilities of a protégé. The focus of the workshop will be 
on the importance of setting SMART goals that align to personal values. This is a practical workshop with opportunities for 
participants to finesse their own SMART coaching goal and apply the GROW framework.  

PLENARY SESSION: Aiming for perioperative calm 
Chair: Dr Catherine Olweny & Dr Allison Bechtel 

Auditorium 1 

1400 ASD - Anaesthesia and sedation for a spectrum of needs 
Dr Poranee Buttery, Royal Children’s Hospital, Vic 

1420 Developing a peri-op anxiety service 
Dr Alex Donaldson, Queensland Children’s Hospital, Qld 

1440 Pre-teen and adolescent anxiety: Where’s it coming from, and are we helping? 
Dr Stephen Harris, Christchurch Hospital, New Zealand 

1500 Panel discussion Q & A 

1530 Afternoon tea Waitaki room 



 

THURSDAY 26 OCTOBER 2023 

WORKSHOPS & TOURS: Bookings for workshops and tours can be made when completing the online registration form. 

1545 - 
1800 

For CICO and Paed ALS workshops, buses depart at 1545 from Te Pae to Manawa Simulation Centre 

Workshop: CICO 
Offsite: Manawa Simulation Centre 

Cost: A$300 

Workshop:  Paediatric ALS 
Offsite: Manawa Simulation Centre 

Cost: A$500 

1600 - 
1800 

Workshop: Regional Anaesthesia 
Room: Conway 5 

Cost: A$250 

Workshop: Neonatal Resus 
Room: Conway 4 

Cost: A$250 

1630 - 
1730 

Tour: Waka paddling 
Cost: A$60 
Dress: Closed-toe shoes 
This 1-hour waka paddling experience is a cultural journey of the Ōtākaro Avon River. Experience the team building of 
paddling and learn about the importance of the waka to the early Māori culture. Delegates are to make their own way to 
the meeting point at 794 Colombo Street, cnr Colombo and Oxford Terrace for a 16.30 sharp start. 

1900 - 
2100 

Tour: Kai & whisky night  
Cost: $A95  
Welcome to the world of whisky from Scotland, Ireland, America, Japan and more. With over 750 whiskies in its store, you'll 
get to enjoy a select bunch, with delicious canapes served post-tasting. 

 

  



 

FRIDAY 27 OCTOBER 2023 
0700 – 1800 Registration open Level 1 Foyer 

0700 – 1600 Speaker prep Conway 1 room 

0715 - 
0815 

Women's Empowerment and Leadership Initiative (WELI) Networking Breakfast   
No cost to attend, however pre-registration is required. 

Conway 4 room 

The breakfast will start with an intro to WELI, the why, the how and where WELI is up to right now, and then a very brief 
talk about the power of networking. Then it will transition to a networking opportunity, facilitated with ice breakers and 
conversation starters, and then every 5-10 minutes participants will move around the room so they can start again with a 
new group of people.  All are welcome. 

PLENARY SESSION: Hot off the press 
Chair: Dr Ruth Brown & Dr Ben Turner  

Auditorium 1 

0830 Infant hernias - Is there a better way?  
Dr Fiona Taverner, Flinders Medical Centre, SA 

0850 Airway management in neonates and infants – the new European Anaesthesia Guidelines 
Dr Chloe Heath, Starship Childrens Hospital, New Zealand 

0910 T-REX short term outcomes – physiology, recovery characteristics and other findings 
A/Prof Justin Skowno, The Children's Hospital Westmead, NSW 

0930 Panel discussion Q & A 

0950 Morning tea  Waitaki room 

PLENARY SESSION: GRAND ROUND  
Chair: Dr Tanya Farrell & Dr Caroline Zhou 

Auditorium 1 

1020 What’s new in NICU 
Dr Helen Bray, Christchurch Hospital, New Zealand 

1040 Funky airways 
Dr Sam Greig, Christchurch Hospital, New Zealand 

1100 Dexmedetomidine – an essential ingredient? 
Dr Savini Wijesingha, Christchurch Hospital, New Zealand 

1120 Fluids and fasting: zero the hero 
Dr Andrew Martin, Waikato Hospital, New Zealand 

1140 Panel discussion Q & A 

1200 Lunch 
Waitaki room 1215 Poster viewing session: P06 – P10 

Chairs: Elsa Taylor & Shannon Wisemann 

  



 

FRIDAY 27 OCTOBER 2023 
PLENARY SESSION: Free papers 
Chairs: Dr Fiona Taverner & Dr Ross Scott-Weekly 

Auditorium 1 

1300  Does chewing Jelly Snakes reduce early postoperative vomiting post-adenotonsillectomy? 
Dr David Sommerfield, Perth Children's Hospital, WA 

1313 Sevoflurane Pharmacodynamics in Children during General Anaesthesia with SedLine® Patient State Index 
Dr James Morse, University of Auckland, New Zealand 

1326 Thematic analysis of the impact of a pilot positive distraction intervention to support children with 
Retinoblastoma undergoing regular perioperative procedures at a tertiary children’s hospital 
Dr Sofia Padhy, Queensland Health, Qld 

1339 Anaesthetic Vapor and Gas Utilisation in a Tertiary Children's Hospital: An Analysis of Usage Patterns 
A/Prof Justin Skowno, The Children’s Hospital at Westmead, NSW 

1352 How low can you go? A survey of opinion from 260+ specialist and non-specialist anaesthetists  regarding 
minimum age and weight for elective paediatric anaesthesia cases by non FANZCA's anaesthetists  
Dr Pat Coleman, West Australian Country Health Service, WA 

1405 3D Virtual Reality vs 2D Video in Anaesthetic Induction to Distract Children 
Dr David Sommerfield, Perth Children's Hospital, WA 

1430 SPANZA Annual General Meeting (AGM) - SPANZA members only Auditorium 1 

1530 Afternoon tea  Waitaki room 

WORKSHOPS & TOURS: Bookings for workshops and tours can be made when completing the online registration form. 

1545 - 
1800 

For CICO and Paed ALS workshops, buses depart at 1545 from Te Pae to Manawa Simulation Centre 

Workshop: CICO 
Offsite: Manawa Simulation Centre 

Cost: A$300 

Workshop:  Paediatric ALS 
Offsite: Manawa Simulation Centre 

Cost: A$500 

1600 - 
1800 

Workshop: Regional Anaesthesia 
Room: Conway 5 

Cost: A$250 

Workshop: Neonatal Resus 
Room: Conway 4 

Cost: A$250 

1630 – 
1800  

Tour: Walking  
Cost: A$20 
Explore Christchurch with a 90-minute walking tour around the city. Visit cultural sites, historic landmarks, and 
the stunning city surrounds with a local guide whilst learning about the Māori Culture.  The walking route will 
outline the development of the city over the last 150+ years as well as providing some focus on the impact of 
the 2010-11 earthquakes on the city landscape and the emergence of a modern post earthquake city. 

1900 - 
2345 

Conference Dinner – Christchurch Art Gallery 
Tickets: included with a full registration.  Additional tickets can be purchased for $200. 
Dress code: smart casual 

Take a short stroll through the Gallery before sitting down to dinner. Enjoy a three-course meal followed by 
dancing and entertainment. It's a dinner not to be missed! 

 
  



 

SATURDAY 28 OCTOBER 2023 
0900 – 1645 Registration open Level 1 Foyer 

0900 – 1530 Speaker prep Conway 1 room 

PLENARY SESSION: Interesting cases 
Chairs: Dr Shannon Morrison 

Auditorium 1 

0930 Complex cricotracheal resection and reconstruction 
Dr Cyril Liu, Starship Children's Hospital, New Zealand 

0945 5-year-old with an empyema for VATs 
Dr Elizabeth Turner, Waikato Hospital, New Zealand 

1000 A Hasty EXIT 
Dr Tracy Jackson, Monash Health, Vic 

1015 Staged extubation after spinal trauma  
Dr Emma Panigas, Women's and Children's Hospital, SA 

1030 Morning Tea  Waitaki room 

PLENARY SESSION: BREATH OF LIFE 
Chairs: Dr Scott Ma & Dr Ian McKenzie 

Auditorium 1 

1100 Results of HAMSTER Trial 
A/Prof Susan Humphries, Queensland Children’s Hospital, Qld 

1120 Bronchopulmonary dysplasia  
A/Prof Manchula Navaratnam, Stanford Medicine Children's Health, USA 

1140 Anaesthesia for congenital diaphragmatic hernia repair: pearls and pitfalls 
Dr Debnath Chatterjee, Colorado Fetal Care Center, USA 

1200 Panel discussion Q & A 

1230 Lunch 
Waitaki room 1245 Poster viewing session: P11 – P15 

Chairs: Fiona Taverner & Justin Skowno 

PLENARY SESSION: There is no planet B 
Chairs: Dr Maryann Turner & Dr Tim O'Brien 

Auditorium 1 

1330 Changing perspectives on environmental impacts - keep cups, oat milk and TIVA 
Dr Paul Currant, Christchurch Hospital, New Zealand 

1350 The art of IV inductions 
Dr Carrie Mann, Starship Children's Hospital, New Zealand 

1410 Saving, not shaming, Sevo 
Dr Ben van der Griend, Christchurch Hospital, New Zealand 

1430 Panel discussion Q & A 

1500 Afternoon tea Waitaki room 

PLENARY SESSION: Principles of practice - a clinically based ethics discussion 
Chair: Dr Elsa Taylor 

Auditorium 1 

1530 

Tiny patients, big dilemmas: A case-based panel discussion around navigating ethical challenges in 
paediatric anaesthesia 
Panellists: 
Dr Amanda Dalton, Starship Hospital, New Zealand 
Dr Hamish Gray, Christchurch Hospital & Ministry of Health, New Zealand 
Dr Angela Marsiglio, Western Health, Vic 

1630 Closing session 

1645 Close of conference 

 
 
 



 

SUNDAY 29 OCTOBER 2023 
0845 
- 
1300 

Tour: Mountain Biking at Christchurch Adventure Park 
Cost: A$150 
Delegates are required to source their own way to and from the Adventure Park. 
 
End the conference with the adrenalin packed Christchurch Adventure Park. Get the chair lift to the top of the 
Mountain where you will begin your mountain bike ride through the Christchurch Port Hills. From sweeping 
intermediate trails, epic world class jump tracks for those who crave air and hand built technical trails for the 
experts among us. Cost includes bike rental, including lift pass and all protective gear (Helmet, Knee Pads, Elbow 
Pads & Gloves). The Christchurch Adventure Park bike rental fleet includes the Giant Glory in various sizes. The 
bikes were specifically chosen for the Park's terrain and they are checked after every rental. 
 
For more information about the trails and the park click here. 
 

 
POSTER LISTING 

P01 Implementation of “Sip til Send” for preoperative fasting in a Tertiary Paediatric Hospital 
Miss Ghalia Feddah1, Dr Philip Black1 
1Sydney Children's Hospital, Sydney, Australia 

P03 Kids Voices, the perioperative experience of emergency surgery from children's perspective: A qualitative 
study 
Dr Chloe Heath1,2,3, Dr Paige Bavich2, Dr Britta S.von Ungern-Sternberg2,3,4, Ms Aine Sommerfield2,3 
1Starship Children's Hospital, Auckland, New Zealand, 2Department of Anaesthesia and Pain Medicine, Perth Children's 
Hospital, Perth, Australia, 3Perioperative Medicine Team, Telethon Kids Institute, Perth, Australia, 4Division of Emergency 
Medicine, Anaesthesia and Pain Medicine, Medical School, The University of Western Australia, Perth, Australia 

P04 Perioperative Steroid Prophylaxis for Adrenal Insufficiency, a Single-Centre Audit 
Dr Chloe Heath1,2,3, Dr Angus Johnston2, Dr Aris Siafarikas5,6, Dr Britta S.von Ungern-Sternberg2,3,4 
1Starship Children's Hospital, Auckland, New Zealand, 2Department of Anaesthesia and Pain Medicine, Perth Children's 
Hospital, Perth, Australia, 3Perioperative Medicine Team, Telethon Kids Institute, Perth, Australia, 4Division of Emergency 
Medicine, Anaesthesia and Pain Medicine, Medical School, The University of Western Australia, Perth, Australia, 
5Department of Endocrinology and Diabetes, Perth Children’s Hospital, Perth, Australia, 6Medical School, Paediatrics, The 
University of Western Australia, Perth, Australia 

P05 Digital health interventions for post-operative recovery in children: a systematic review  
Dr Karin Plummer1,2, Mr Jeff Adina2, Ms Janelle Keyser1, Ms Catherine Kotzur1, Mr Abdul Qayum1, Associate 
Professor Paul Lee-Archer1,2, Dr Amy Mitchell2, Mr Justin Clarke5, Associate Professor Bronwyn Griffin3,4 
1Queensland Children's Hospital, Brisbane, Australia, 2University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia, 3Griffith University, 
Brisbane, Australia, 4Pegg Leditschke Children's Burn Centre, Brisbane, Australia, 5Bond University, Gold Coast, Australia 

P06 Trends in inhaled anaesthetic use in the paediatric population at Christchurch Hospital 
Dr Adele Macgregor1 
1Te Whatu Ora - Waitaha Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand 

P07 Sponsored Overseas Delegate 
Indy Vele, Goroka Provincial Hospital, Papua New Guinea 

P08 Anaesthetic trainees and caudal anaesthesia: an audit of outcomes, survey of trainee experiences, and 
improving trainee outcomes with a 3D printed training model 
Dr Lois Neligan MBBS1,2, Dr Sei Nishimura2, Dr Stuart Blain1,2, Dr Mark Trembath1,3, Janelle Keyser1, Elizabeth 
Andresen1, Dr Rebecca Haenke1,4 
1QCH, Brisbane, Australia, 2RBWH, Brisbane, Australia, 3School of Clinical Medicine (Royal Brisbane clinical unit), Brisbane, 
Australia, 4Herston Biofabrication Institute, Brisbane, Australia 
 

 

https://christchurchadventurepark.com/riding-safely-at-the-park/


 
P09 Medicinal cannabis in children: A scoping review 

Dr Stephanie Samuelraj1, A/Prof Paul Lee-Archer2, Alison Bowers3, Dr Anthony Herbert2 
1Royal Perth Hospital, Perth, Australia, 2Queensland Children's Hospital, Brisbane, Australia, 3The Cancer and Palliative Care 
Outcomes Centre, School of Nursing, Queensland University of Technology., Brisbane, Australia 

P10 Anaesthetists and consumers (parents) priorities for infants undergoing inguinal hernia surgery: consumer 
and clinician surveys 
Dr Fiona Taverner1, Dr Sam Kirchner1, Prof Britta von Ungern-Sternberg2, Prof Claire Roberts3, A/Prof Scott 
Morris1 
1Flinders Medical Centre, Bedford Park, Australia, 2Perth Children's Hospital , Nedlands, Australia, 3Flinders University, 
Bedford Park, Australia 

P11 Epidural analgesia in Idiopathic Scoliosis Repair: Outcomes and Complications Identified by the Queensland 
Children’s Hospital Regional Anaesthesia Database. 
Dr Angus Low1, Dr Mark Trembath1, Mrs Janelle Keyser1, Ms Elizabeth Andresen1 
1Queensland Children's Hospital, Brisbane, Australia, 2Senior Lecturer, School of Medicine, University of Queensland, 
Brisbane, Australia 

P12 The association between perioperative blood transfusion and patient survival in paediatric liver 
transplantation 
Dr Emma Williams1,2, Dr Timothy Duong3,6, Dr Don Perera1, Professor Gordon Thomas4,5, Associate Professor 
Justin Skowno1,5 
1Department of Anaesthesia, The Children's Hospital Westmead, Sydney, Australia, 2Department of Anaesthesia, Concord 
Repatriation General Hospital, Sydney, Australia, 3Orange Anaesthetic Group, Orange, Australia, 4Department of Surgery, 
The Children’s Hospital at Westmead, Sydney, Australia, 5School of Child and Adolescent Health, Faculty of Medicine and 
Health, The University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia, 6Orange Clinical School, Faculty of Medicine, the University of Sydney, 
Sydney, Australia 

P13 Physical Compatibility of Intravenous (IV) Oxycodone with a Selection of Common Intravenous Fluids used 
in Paediatric Perioperative Ward Settings 
Nicole Wylie 1, Dr Alka Garg1, Dr Sanjay Garg2, Dr Yunmei Song2, Ms Souha Youssef2 
1Women's and Children's Hospital, South Australia, 2Clinical and Health Sciences, University of South Australia 

P14 Long Covid in Children: Perioperative Implications 
Dr Carrie Mann1 
1Starship Children's Hospital, Auckland, New Zealand 

P15 Effect of airway devices and recruitment strategies on oscillatory mechanics during anaesthesia: an RCT 
A/Prof David Sommerfield1, Prof Britta S von Ungern-Sternberg2, Dr Emanuela Zannin3, Ms Julie Nguyen4, Ms  
Sara Vigevani3, A/Prof Neil Hauser1, Ms Aine Sommerfield2, Dr Nazim Khan5, A/Prof Raffaele Dellaca3 
1Department of Anaesthesia and Pain Medicine, Perth Children's Hospital, Perth, Australia, 2Division of Emergency 
Medicine, Anaesthesia and Pain Medicine, Medical School, The University of Western Australia, Perth, Australia, 
3Technologies for Respiration Laboratory, Electronics, Information and Bioengineering Department (DEIB), Politecnico di 
Milano, Milan, Italy, 4Perioperative Medicine Team, Telethon Kids Institute, Perth, Australia, 5Department of Mathematics 
and Statistics, The University of Western Australia, Perth, Australia 

 


