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[bookmark: h.pgh3jvjwh6gt]ABSTRACT / INTRODUCTION 

One year as MBIE’s Chief Scientist has given me new perspectives on the research, science and innovation system that I’ve worked in over the past few decades.  In this talk I will look at some of the unique features of our science system and the opportunites and challenges they present.  Our small size, connectedness and centralised funding means that we have the potential to be highly dynamic.  But we sometimes limit ourselves by risk aversion and moderated ambition.  I will offer some thoughts on how NESI and the e-science community may extend its impact and grow excellence.
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Prof. Margaret Hyland, Chief Scientist of Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE), provides science leadership and works with teams providing advice on science. She is with MBIE on a part-time secondment from the University of Auckland where she is a Professor in the Faculty of Engineering. Her research interests are in surface chemistry and phenomena that take place at surfaces began there. Her research is a blend of traditional chemistry, chemical engineering and materials engineering from both a fundamental and applied perspective. Prof. Hyland has gained international recognition for her pioneering work in environmental aspects of aluminium reduction technology and in thermal spray coatings. As Chief Scientist, she is tasked with building on the existing strategic direction of the science system, with a particular eye on the capability of the sector and opportunities going forward. She plays a crucial role in ensuring that the sector’s expertise and intelligence are captured and communicated during the development of policy and investment plans.
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