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Plenary Session Run Sheet 

Wednesday 25 November 0905 – 1130 AEDT 

Plenary 1: COVID-19 Response  

Chairs:  
Geoff Robinson 
 

Speakers:  
Bruce L. Gillingham 
Sarah Sharkey 
Marc Bilodeau 
Sonya Bennett 
Richard Withnall 
Serena Lawlor 
Gavin Milkins  

Panel:  
Bruce L. Gillingham 
Sarah Sharkey 
Marc Bilodeau 
Sonya Bennett 
Richard Withnall 

 

Reminder to chairs / speakers – please log into the OnAIR system 30 minutes prior to the 

scheduled start time.  You will be welcomed by the operator; and placed in the Green Room as 

outlined during the rehearsals. 

Brief Opening script for Chair (5 mins)  

• Acknowledgement to Country  

I’d like to begin by acknowledging the Traditional Owners of the land on which we meet 

today. I would also like to pay my respects to Elders past and present. 

• Thank the audience for joining the session today. Please thank all the sponsors and 

exhibitors for their support. Encourage delegates to visit the virtual exhibition hall. This will 

allow them to gain points. Asking a question during Q&A will also help them gain points.  

• Trouble-shooting – if the delegates are having difficulty with the session, please ask them to 

click on the red “Live Support” button in the top right of the screen to speak to the live 

support team 

• Remind AMMA members that the AGM will take place on Friday 27 November at 1630 and 

encourage them to join  

• Introduce MAJGEN Charles New.  

• Thank MAJGEN Charles New and introduce the Plenary session on COVID-19 RESPONSE and 

the first speaker (refer below for biographical information). Please inform delegates that 

questions will be answered during the Q&A session. Reminder to viewers - Please use the 

Live Q&A tab to ask any questions to the speakers. Questions will be answered during the 

panel discussion 

• Thank all the panellists and introduce the speakers for the Nurse of the year presentation. 

There will be a Q&A session at the end of the presentations.  

• Please thank International SOS, keynote speaker sponsor.  
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Brief Closing Script (For Chairperson) 

• Thank you for joining us.  

• Please return to the timeline (which is the main program page on the OnAIR Platform). The 

next session. Virtual Exhibition Hall will be open 1130-1230. Encourage delegates to visit the 

exhibition hall. The concurrent sessions will start at 1400 and end at 1555.  

Presentation 
type  

Length  Time  Presenter  Layout  Powerpoint  Recording  

Opening Slide/ 
Countdown 

30 sec   Single  Yes 

Welcome from 
the President  

5mins  0905-0910 GPCAPT Geoff Robinson 
NSC 

Single No  LIVE  

Chair to 
introduce 
plenary session  

5 mins  0910-0915 GPCAPT Geoff Robinson 
NSC 

Single No  LIVE 

Plenary  15mins  0915-0930 Air Cdre Richard Withnall Single  Yes  

 
Cut to chair – Geoff Robinson to introduce speaker  

 

Plenary  15mins  0930-0945 RADM Bruce L. Gillingham Single  Yes  

 
Cut to chair – Geoff Robinson to introduce speaker 

 

Plenary  15mins  0945-1000 MGen Marc Bilodeau Single  Yes  

 
Cut to chair – Geoff Robinson to introduce speaker 

 

Plenary  15mins  1000-1015 RADM Sarah Sharkey Single  Yes  

 
Cut to chair – Geoff Robinson to introduce speaker 

 

Plenary  15mins  1015-1030 CDRE Sonya Bennett Single  Yes  
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Cut to chair – Geoff Robinson to introduce panelists.  

 

Q&A  30mins  1030-1100 Moderator  
GPCAPT Geoff Robinson 
NSC 
Panellists  
RADM Bruce L. Gillingham,  
RADM Sarah Sharkey 
MGen Marc Bilodeau 
CDRE Sonya Bennett, Air 
Cdre Richard Withnall 

Gallery No  LIVE  

 
Cut to chair – Geoff Robinson to introduce speakers  

 

Plenary  30mins  1100-1110 
1110-1120  
1120-1130  

LTCOL Serena Lawlor 
LCDR Gavin Milkin 
Only Serena Lawlor for Q&A  

2 side by 
side 

 Yes  

Cut to chair – Geoff Robinson to close the session. Refer to the closing script.   

Closing slide – Back to timeline 
Mute all presenters and return to green room before ending broadcast. 

 

Bios of speakers  

Air Cdre Richard Withnall QHS MD MA MSc MBBS FRCGP CMgr RAF 
Medical Director, UK Defence Medical Services 
 
Air Commodore Rich Withnall joined the Royal Air Force (RAF) as a Medical Cadet in 1990 and 
qualified from the Royal Free Hospital School of Medicine, University of London in 1992.  He 
undertook General Practice Vocational Training at Princess Mary’s RAF Hospital, Halton and 
Peterborough Hospitals National Health Service Trust. His UK postings have included Senior Medical 
Officer appointments on fast jet, multi-engine and rotary flying stations, and the RAF’s recruit Phase 
1 training unit.  He has undertaken Command & Staff appointments at HQ Personnel and Training 
Command, HQ AIR Command, HQ Surgeon General and the Ministry of Defence.  His overseas 
experience includes Afghanistan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Cyprus, Denmark, the Falkland Islands, 
Ghana, Iraq, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kosovo, Kuwait, Norway, Romania and the United Arab 
Emirates. 
 
https://www.amma.asn.au/amma2020/speakers/aircdre-richard-withnall/  
 
  

https://www.amma.asn.au/amma2020/speakers/aircdre-richard-withnall/
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RADM Bruce L. Gillingham 
Surgeon General and Chief, US Navy 
 
Rear Adm. Bruce L. Gillingham is a native of San Diego. He has served in various positions throughout 

Navy Medicine. While assigned to Naval Medical Center San Diego, he was instrumental in 

establishing the Comprehensive Combat and Complex Casualty Care Center (C5). 

He currently serves as surgeon general of the Navy, N093/chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 

https://www.amma.asn.au/amma2020/speakers/rear-admiral-bruce-l-gillingham/  

 

MGEN J.G.M. Bilodeau, CD, MD 

Surgeon General, Canadian Armed Forces 

Major-General Bilodeau enrolled in the Canadian Armed Forces, under the Medical Officer Training 

Program, in 1995, during his third year in medical school. He was promoted to his current rank in 

June 2020 and appointed as the Canadian Armed Forces Surgeon General in July of the same year. 

https://www.amma.asn.au/amma2020/speakers/mgen-j-g-m-bilodeau-cd-md/  

RADM Sarah Sharkey 

Surgeon General Australian Defence Force, Commander Joint Health 
 

Rear Admiral Sarah Sharkey has served as a Medical Officer in the Royal Australian Navy for more 

than 25 years. Sarah began her service under sponsorship while an undergraduate medical student 

at the University of Queensland; and has enjoyed a range of postings both at sea and ashore with 

her clinical background being mainly in submarine and diving medicine. In her more recent career, 

Sarah has served at the Director General level in Joint Health Command, and as the Head of the Navy 

Health Community. 

 

https://www.amma.asn.au/amma2020/speakers/radm-sarah-sharkey/  

CDRE Sonya Bennett 
Deputy Chief Health Officer, Queensland Health 
 
Dr Bennett is currently the Executive Director Communicable Diseases Branch and Deputy Chief 

Health Officer, Queensland Health where, amongst other activities, she is responsible for the state-

wide strategic direction and policy for communicable diseases, leading state-wide incidents of public 

health significance and performing in the role of Chief Health Officer in the incumbent’s absence.  

https://www.amma.asn.au/amma2020/speakers/cdre-sonya-bennett/  

 
  

https://www.amma.asn.au/amma2020/speakers/rear-admiral-bruce-l-gillingham/
https://www.amma.asn.au/amma2020/speakers/mgen-j-g-m-bilodeau-cd-md/
https://www.amma.asn.au/amma2020/speakers/radm-sarah-sharkey/
https://www.amma.asn.au/amma2020/speakers/cdre-sonya-bennett/
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LTCOL Serena Lawlor 
Director of Defence Force Nursing 
 

Serena is currently posted to Joint Health Command as a policy Officer and has been appointed as 

the Director of Defence Force Nursing. 

She has enjoyed a wide variety of formative postings and has been fortunate to serve in combat and 

Garrison health care appointments.  

https://www.amma.asn.au/amma2020/speakers/ltcol-serena-lawlor/ 

 

LCDR Gavin Milkin, Australian Defence Force 

LCDR Gavin Milkins joined the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) in 1986 as a sailor. Progressing through the 

ranks to Chief Petty Officer (CPO) Medic having postings and served on HMAS Moresby, HMAS 

Derwent, HMAS Westralia, HMAS Swan, FFG's HMAS Adelaide II, Darwin and Canberra II. 

LCDR Milkins is currently posted to HMAS Adelaide (LHD) as the Health Facility Manager (HFM). 

LCDR Milkins next posting on promotion to Commander is the Commanding Officer Joint Health Unit 

WA January 2021. 

https://www.amma.asn.au/amma2020/speakers/lcdr-gavin-milkins/  

 

https://www.amma.asn.au/amma2020/speakers/ltcol-serena-lawlor/
https://www.amma.asn.au/amma2020/speakers/lcdr-gavin-milkins/

