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= Introduction
..+ The Fildes Peninsula and Ardley Island, King George Island, South Shetland Islands, i
o \s\and represent one of the largest ice-free areas in the Maritime Antarctic.
o \QQ,@  Due to the presence of six permanent stations, several field huts and a gravel runway,
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 The Fildes Region Is characterized by a high biodiversity and is a reproduction site for
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fourteen bird and five seal species (two Antarctic Specially Protected Areas (ASPAS) * i
designated). o
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 Systematic seabird population data were collected in the Fildes Region by GPS-based ........ - F%i’mj;mdﬂ
ground census between 1979/80 and 2019/20. —
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Conclusions

» The seabird population trends in the Fildes Region are either concordant to observed trends along the Western Antarctica Peninsula (WAP) area
(Pygoscelis), contradictory (southern giant petrel) or hardly comparable due to a lack of published data (cape petrel, kelp gull).

» The contrary seabird population trends in the study area are attributed to a divergent reaction to environmental variations, e.g. food availability,
climatic conditions, human disturbance, predation pressure.

» As seabirds provide crucial information about the state of marine and coastal ecosystems, the long-term monitoring data set for the Fildes Region
represents an exceptional high value as it contribute to the knowledge of the seabird population development in the WAP area.
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