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6th Catholic National School Improvement Colloquium Conference  
PROVISIONAL PROGRAM at 10 October 2023 – SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

The Organising Committee reserves the right to alter the program as circumstances dictate 

SUNDAY 15 OCTOBER 2023 
1330 – 1500 Registration Desk Open                                                                                                                                                                                                   The Esplanade Hotel 

1500 - 1600 Welcome Eucharist                                                                                                                                                                                                             St Patrick’s Basilica 

1600 - 1700 Welcome to Country                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Bather’s Beach 

1700 - 1900 Official NSIC Opening                                                                                                                                                                                                       The Esplanade Hotel 

 

MONDAY 16 OCTOBER 2023 
0730 - 0830 Registration Desk Open                                                                                                                                                                                                   The Esplanade Hotel 

0730 – 0830  Arrival Tea & Coffee                                                                                                                                                                     Exhibition Hall, Rottnest & Garden Room                                                                                                                                 

0830 - 0845 Opening Prayer & Acknowledgement of Country                                                                                                                                                                     Orion Room 

0845 – 0855  
Welcome & Orientation 
Dr Tony Curry 

0855 - 0915 
Introduction to & Provocation of Colloquium 
Brendan Spillane 

0915 – 1000 
Keynote Address: Ferocious Warmth – Leading with the head and the heart 
Tracey Ezard  

1000 – 1040 
Dialogue Session  
Tracey Ezard & Brendan Spillane 

1040 – 1042 
Sponsor Address: Ideagen  
Brendan Cholakian & Shayan Khoshab 

1042 – 1044 
Sponsor Address: Box of Books 
Steve Pronin 
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1044 – 1046 
Sponsor Address: Simon  
Kevin Brodie 

1046 – 1115 Morning Tea                                                                                                                                                                                  Exhibition Hall, Rottnest & Garden Room 

1115 – 1315 Concurrent Session 1 

 1.1A  1.2A 1.3A  1.4A  1.5A  

Room Orion Room King Sound Room Admiralty Gulf Room Carnac Room Abrolhos Room 

Chair Lina Bertolini  Matthew Byrne  Damien Carlton  Prue Horan  Art Lombardi 

1115 – 1210   

Empowering School Leaders 
- Sydney Catholic Schools’ 
Leadership Strategy 

Anna-Louise Jones 

Sydney Catholic Schools  

Gender Identity in 
Catholic Schools: A 
Response 

Bernadette Tolan 

Catholic Education 
Ballarat 

Countering Violence and 
Extremism: A State-based 
Initiative to Build Inclusive 
School Communities and 
Create Pathways of Hope 
for At-risk Students 

Jennifer Coen 

Catholic Schools NSW 

Quality Catholic Education 
School Review - A System 
Framework for School 
Improvement 

Dan Wood 

Catholic Education WA 

School Progress Framework 
- Towards Excellence and 
Equity Through School Self-
evaluation (Case Study) 

 Melinda Tornatore 

Catholic Schools Parramatta 
Diocese 

1210 – 1220  Time to move to the next session 

 1.1B  1.2B 1.3B 1.4B 1.5B  

Chair Joseph Hoyne Pina Hutcheson Kelly Smith Joe Bartucciotto Kerrie Merritt 

1220 – 1315  

Forming Classroom Ready 
Teachers: Rockhampton’s 

Teachers as Co-Learners: 
Innovation in Languages 
Teaching  

Responding to the National 
Teacher Workforce 
Shortage 

Effective Partnerships with 
First Nations Educators to 

Come and See: The Power 
of an In-Country Experience 

Rachel McLean 
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Career Assistance Program 
(CAP) 

Stephen Dale and 
Lauren Roach 

Catholic Education Diocese 
of Rockhampton 

Lauren Gould and  
Chloe Briand 

Catholic Education 
Ballarat 

Danielle Cronin 

Catholic Schools NSW 

Support School Effectiveness 
and Improvement Processes 

Jennifer King 

Catholic Education - Diocese of 
Cairns 

Catholic Education Diocese 
of Cairns 

1315 – 1415 Lunch                                                                                                                                                                                               Exhibition Hall, Rottnest & Garden Room                                                                                                                                                                                                          

1416 – 1418 
Sponsor Address: Winthrop         
Chris Johnston                                                                                                                                                      

1418 – 1420 
Sponsor Address: UniSuper 
Theresa Parkinson 

1420 – 1425  
Setting the Scene  
Brendan Spillane  

1425 – 1550  
Staircase Conversations (An Interactive Session) 
Brendan Spillane & Tracey Ezard 

1550 – 1600  
Synthesis of Day 1 & Closure 
Brendan Spillane 
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TUESDAY 17 OCTOBER 2023 
0800 – 0830 Registration Desk Open                                                                                                                                                                                           The Esplanade Hotel 

0800 – 0830 Arrival Tea and Coffee                                                                                                                                                           Exhibition Hall, Rottnest & Garden Room                                                                                                                                 

0830 – 0845  Opening Prayer & Acknowledgement of Country                                                                                                                                                             Orion Room 

0845 – 0855  
Introduction to the Day  
Brendan Spillane 

0900 – 1100 Concurrent Session 2 

 2.1A 2.2A 2.3A 2.4A 2.5A 

Room Orion Room King Sound Room Admiralty Gulf Room Carnac Room Abrolhos Room 

Chair Ian Davis  Lisa Gallin  Peiti Haines  Stephen Dale  Lee MacMaster  

0900 - 0955 

Considerations for 
Change – Catalyst, An 
Evidence-based 
Approach to Learning 
and Teaching for System 
and School 
Improvement 

Patrick Ellis 

Catholic Education 
Canberra-Goulburn 
Archdiocese 

Exposing the Chocolate in 
Catholic Identity Workshop 

Mary Mudge and  
Louise Vella-Cox 

Townsville Catholic 
Education 

Growing Great Teachers for 
the Future of Catholic 
Education Tasmania 

Kathy Gaskin 

Catholic Education Tasmania 

From Strategy to Reality. 
Developing a Framework 
for Continuous Catholic 
School Improvement. 
Reflections from Two 
Principals - Wollongong CEO 

Tim Gilmour, Kaylene Duffin 
and Matt McMahon 

Catholic Education Diocese 
of Wollongong 

HALT Certification and 
Teacher Standards: Twin 
Pillars for Elevating 
Teacher Quality 

Belinda Radcliffe and  
Adrian Dilger 

Catholic Education SA 
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0955-1005 Time to move to the next session 

 2.1B 2.2B 2.3B 2.4B 2.5B 

Chair John Nuttall Gerard Tonti-Filippini Suzanne Fox Lina Bertolini  Tony Curry 

1005 – 1100 
  

Assessment Reimagined: 
Innovation in State-wide 
Support for Student 
Assessment Practices 

Monica O’Brien and 
Danielle Cronin 

Catholic Schools NSW 

‘Systemness’ is Not a Dirty 
Word: Improving Catholic 
Schools 

Chris Smyth 

Armidale Catholic Schools 

The Science of Learning: 
Once Seen, Never Forgotten 

Gerard Gaskin 

Catholic Education Tasmania 

Breaking Down Barriers – 
Empowering Young People 
to Engage in Education 

Ian Hagen 
Salvado Catholic College 

Sara Jennings  
St Francis’ School 

Frances Haji-Ali  
Clontarf Aboriginal College 

Developing High 
Performing Teams in 
Catholic Schools and 
Offices 

Daniel Groenewald 

Catholic Education WA 

1100 – 1130 Morning Tea                                                                                                                                                                            Exhibition Hall, Rottnest & Garden Room 

1130 - 1330 Concurrent Session 3 

 3.1A  3.2A  3.3A  3.4A  3.5A  

Room Orion Room King Sound Room Admiralty Gulf Room Carnac Room Abrolhos Room 

Chair Tony Curry  Dan Wood  Micheal O’Sullivan  Joseph Hoyne  Joe Bartucciotto  
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1130 - 1225 

CEWA’s Strategic 
Wellbeing Framework: 
Taking Research to 
Action by Making 
Wellbeing Visible, 
Measurable and 
Improvable 

Laura Allison 

Catholic Education WA 

HALT: Responding to the 
challenge of higher level 
certification 

Mary Ryan 

Catholic Schools NSW 

School Improvement: A 
Learning Conversation 

John Finneran and  
Frank Malloy 

Marist Schools Australia 

Realigning Community-
School Partnerships: The 
Rejuvenation of Parent 
Groups in a New 
Governance Climate in 
Catholic Education Western 
Australia 

Ainslie Perrigo and  
Bronwen Frangs 

Catholic Education WA 

Cracking the 3Cs- Clarity, 
Collaboration and 
Culture: From Compliance 
to Innovation 

Tonia Tamblyn and 
Michael Carniato 

Diocese of Lismore 
Catholic Schools Office and 
St. John Paul College 

1225 – 1235  Time to move to the next session 

 3.1B  3.2B  3.3B 3.4B 3.5B  

Chair  Tony Curry  Dan Wood Gerard Tonti-Filippini Kelly Smith Pina Hutcheson 

1235 - 1330 

A Catalyst for Building 
Leadership and Teacher 
Capability 

Ken Sawers  
Karen Harrison and 
Diarmuid O'Riordan 

Brisbane Catholic 
Education 

Gearing up for Parent 
Engagement in Student 
Learning 

Siobhan Allen and  
Andrea Obeyesekere 

Catholic School Parents 
Australia 

Swimming Against the Tide 
- How Do We Serve, Engage 
and Empower Schools to 
Support the Genius of First 
Nations Students 

Kylie Agale 

Catholic Education Services 
Cairns 

Assistant Principals - 
Leaders or Managers? 

Lisa Gallin 

Catholic Education WA 

How do Catholic schools 
Reflect, Review and 
Formulate Student 
Improvement Priorities 
and Goals in Mission? 

Jenny Triglone and  
Nathan Trezise 

Diocese of Lismore 
Catholic Schools Office 

1330 – 1415 Lunch                                                                                                                                                                                       Exhibition Hall, Rottnest & Garden Room 
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1415 – 1445 
Keynote Address: Collective Growth Mindset – Leveraging the system’s professional culture 
Tracey Ezard 

1445 - 1545  
System Dialogue Session – ‘Pathways of Hope Leading to Action’ – Gathering and sharing insights from each diocese 
Brendan Spillane 

1545-1600 
Final Reflections 
Brendan Spillane 

1600 – 1610  
NSIC Closure 
Dr Tony Curry 

 


