
Time Details

9:00am Introduction and housekeeping

• Genevieve Jacobs, Master of Ceremonies 

9:05am Welcome to Country

• Aunty Violet Sheridan, Ngunnawal Elder 

9:15am Welcome

• Simon Newnham, Deputy Secretary, Attorney-General’s Department

9:30am Keynote: The Multifaceted Nature of Legal Risk in Government

• Graeme Innes AM, Chancellor of Central Queensland University and 

Board Member, National Disability Insurance Agency

10:30am Morning break

11:00am The New Administrative Review Tribunal – In theory and practice

• Michael Hawkins AM, Inaugural CEO and Principal Registrar, 

Administrative Review Tribunal

• Sara Samios, First Assistant Secretary, Administrative Review Taskforce, 

Attorney-General’s Department

12:00pm Unlawful or Risky? Modern approaches to government legal advice

• Andrew Buckland, Chief General Counsel, Australian Government Solicitor

Q&A facilitated by:

• Kathryn Haigh, First Assistant Secretary, Attorney-General’s Department

1:00pm Lunch

2:00pm Psychosocial Risk: Wellbeing while working as a government lawyer

• Desi Vlahos, Chief Executive Officer, Wellceum

• Scott Pearsall, Registrar, Australian National University

3:00pm Afternoon break

3:30pm Diversity and inclusion: 

Recruiting and retaining diverse staff within government legal roles

• Nu Nu Win, Sir Roland Wilson Scholar, Australian National University

• Marian Agbinya, Assistant Secretary, Department of Home Affairs

• Trent Wallace, Head of First Nations Strategy, Ashurst

4:50pm Closing address

• Tim Ffrench, General Counsel, 

Department of Employment and Workplace Relations

5:00pm Event close

• Conference Committee Co-Chairs

5:00pm Networking 


