Our people

A tribute to
John Newton

7 JULY 1945-6 JUNE 2018

John Newton was a lifelong Forest

& Bird champion who inspired many
generations of children to care for the
natural world.

Many primary school children from the Wairarapa and
across the country owe their introduction to the magic of
the natural world, from coast to bush, to John Newton,
who was particularly gifted and passionate conservationist
and teacher.

For John's students, in a more relaxed time before the
constraints of OSH (occupational safety and health), the
annual class camp was a highlight and focus of each
school year. Even today, years later, people talk of his
uncanny ability to inspire his charges, from whatever socio-
economic demographic, with a thirst for learning and for
science.

At the same time John was introducing those young
minds to Forest & Bird for he was a lifelong champion of
the society and a great ambassador for it. So much so
that at his funeral and gathering afterwards the Forest
& Bird connection came up again and again. Having no
membership forms on the pew seats was certainly a lost
opportunity!

That long involvement with Forest & Bird saw him
embroiled in the major national issues of the time,
such as saving the Okarito and Pureora forests. But he
also brought the principles and values of those heady
campaigns home to the Wairarapa and the contentious
local environmental debates there. This included
advocating against the so-called “Polder” scheme for Lake
Wairarapa Moana — a Netherlands-style plan to construct

A big Forest & Bird thank you to Jin Lee, who donated more
than $1,000 from the sale of her homemade crochet soft toys,
including a kererd, to help our conservation projects take off

this year.

Jin, who lives in Auckland, said: “Forest & Bird does some
exceptional work for everyone in our community, so it was a
real privilege for me to be able to contribute to your cause.”

Check out Jin's latest designs at https://www.instagram.

com/jingerjam/.
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large-scale embankments to cut off extensive areas of
wetland for pumps to drain and convert to dairy pasture.
That would have severely compromised what is said to be
the second most important habitat for our native wading
birds in Aotearoa.

There was also the proposal to take water from a major
tributary of the Ruamahanga river, the Waingawa, and
channel it into a dammed valley to provide the head for a
hydroelectric power station — thereby leaving a long stretch
of the river with minimal flow. Thanks in part to opposition
from Forest & Bird and others, the idea was shelved but a
scheme with a similar footprint is again on the table. But
this time the driver is not electricity but irrigation and the
local branch is again involved trying to stop it happening,
with support from Forest & Bird's national office.

John was a man ahead of his time with a then seemingly
preposterous idea to construct a predator-proof fence
across much of the top of the South Island, including most
of the Marlborough Sounds where John and Rosemary
had purchased an isolated haven. What he was advocating
then seems now to be not so outlandishly ambitious at all!

John was the high-profile face of Forest & Bird in the
Wairarapa for many years. He also served three years on
the National Executive, which he regarded as a personal
highlight in his life. The society could not have wished for
a more committed and capable representative.

Chris Peterson

i
|
—~
UEL
I "_-
BIRL
H
AL . -
! ¢
BUOK (0
- a ‘-'6.
o Y

www.ruggedyrange.com
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Please contact

Karen Condon
PHONE

0275 420 338

EMAIL
mack.cons@xtra.co.nz

sisterhouse tree earrings
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Bird feeders

designed and
handmade
in New Zealand ||

shop online
sisterhouse.co.nZ g
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| South
- America

Small Groups +
Independent
travellers

CALL NOW FOR
BROCHURE

Latin Link Adventure
The South American Specialists

0800 528 465 / info@latinlink.co.nz

Ron and Edna
Greenwood
Environmental
Trust

The trust provides financial
support for projects advancing
the conservation and protection
of New Zealand's natural
resources, particularly flora
and fauna, marine life, geology,
atmosphere and waters.

More information is
available from the Trust, at:
PO Box 10-359, Wellington

Clear skies at Ruapehu

Forest & Bird’s Ruapehu Lodge offers warm,
comfortable accommodation a short drive from the

Whakapapa ski field. You can find interesting and
varied day tramps in the area. To make a booking;
contact National Office 0800 200 064 and we will be
delighted to help. Members receive subsidised rates.

BIORESEARCHES
« Heaphy Track
« Abel Tasman

J(;l_mmn « Old Ghost Road
WALKS | . CobbValley

CONSULTING BIOLOGISTS
ESTABLISHED 1972

‘Come explore with us!”

www.kahurangiwalks.co.nz
Phone: 033914120
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Farmlands

Christine Walllace Real Estate

Waimate | 201 Engelbrechts Road

A River Runs Through It. Forest and Bird Lovers Sanctuary. Set in protected bush with
your own section of Hook River and all to the sound of bird song. Located at the base of the
Hunters Hills this secluded 20ha property offers a lifestyle most can only dream about. With
over 9ha of covenanted Podocarp forest, handcrafted family home with superb open-plan
living, three bedrooms, office, two bathrooms, separate laundry and attached garaging with
loft space. Do not delay — this superb property can be yours if you act Now. | erperyowatss

Deadline Sale closing 4pm, Wednesday 03 April 2019 (prior offers considered)
Christine Wallace 027 226 1908

Licensed under REAA 2008 0800 200 600 | farmlandsrealestate.co.nz

PHILPROOF |-~ i
PRODUCTS
WIPE OUT: Possums, Rodents, . PHONE
Mustelids, Rabbits . 078592943
L ; - i MOBILE
S'tandard & Mini Possum Balt Stlatlons & . 021270 5896
Timms Traps © Rodent Bait Stations and PO Box 4385
Block Baits « Rodent Snap Traps © Fenn Hamiﬂ)(()n 3047
Traps (MK4 & 6) = Trap Covers « DOC 200 WEE:

trap and lightweight cover. .~ www.philproof.co.nz
Also available: Monitoring Tunnels, EMAIL:
Flagging Tape, Rabbit Bait Stations. . philproof@gmail.com
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