Title: Outcome measurement in Wheeled Mobility and Seating - what is the current evidence and future opportunities

Aims:  Wheeled mobility and seating systems for people who have mobility issues are essential for participation in life.  There are increasing amounts of published and online information about outcome measurements in this field, however, with limited quality, how can the clinician or service provider distinguish the best way of demonstrating effectiveness of one intervention over another?  This Skills Workshop aims to discuss the range of outcome measurements used for seated positioning and mobility, including those that use technology.  Together, the participants will identify gaps and potential for these.

Specific Learning Objectives:
1. To enable participants to discuss and describe contemporary outcome measures for seating positioning and mobility 
2. To explore the role and the potential of  emerging technologies for outcome measurement; including sensor and reality based technologies 
3. To identify gaps in outcome measurement 

Outcomes

Outcome measurements in seating, positioning and wheelchairs have become essential in current practice to (a) justify the need for seating and positioning in health and social care settings  (b) to ensure that equipment provided is effective at meeting the goals of the user and (c) as the basis for collecting research evidence in this field.  In recent years,  not only has there been a growth in traditional outcome measures available, but the emergence of new technologies mean that there are more ways than ever before to objectively measure practice.  This presentation will provide a brief overview of traditional and new outcome measurements and identify gaps and future directions.  
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