Advanced Imaging and Manufacture in Custom Assistive Devices
The rapidly evolving technologies of 3D image capture and advance manufacturing technologies such as 3D printing offer a wealth of potential opportunities in the field of assistive technology.  Many of these techniques evolved in the manufacturing sector to produce fast and cost effective prototypes to help speed products to market.  For many years these technologies were complex and expensive putting them out of reach of all but the largest of industries.  Over the past decade these technologies have started to more into the consumer market meaning that it is feasible for even small, low volume industries to take advantage of them.  
The custom assistive technology field is by definition an area that is all about prototypes.  Each device is bespoke to a person’s individual needs.  For this reason the Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital, Rehabilitation Engineering Centre in conjunction with students from the Queensland University of Technology have been investigating ways to use these technologies to provide specialised services for custom devices.  This paper showcases the work so far.

