TITLE OF PAPER:
Housing accessibility for clients with complex disability
AIMS:
· Outline issues encountered when funding requirements for new community housing produce housing to a standard inconsistent with the needs of people living with complex disability

· To describe the experiences of Occupational Therapists working with people living with complex disability to plan their move to community housing 

FINDINGS/RESULTS/OUTCOMES:
· To provide increased understanding of issues that may arise when matching the needs of people with complex disability to housing that has been built to a standard

· Strategies to increase the probability of successful housing outcomes for people with a complex disability

ABSTRACT (125):
The idea of universal design and increasing accessibility is nothing new. A number of housing projects have already been completed which demonstrate the benefits of moving beyond existing frameworks and standards to achieve a truly accessible home environment. Yet there are still difficulties achieving contemporary living environments which are functional and adaptable for all.
Currently in South Australia, building is underway for new community housing.  A challenge arises when considering housing accessibility for people with highly complex disabilities whilst working within existing Standards and Guidelines. In this presentation, the experiences of Occupational Therapists working with people with complex disabilities to ensure accessible housing will be discussed. Strategies to increase the probability of successful housing outcomes for people with a complex disability will also be provided.
