TITLE OF PAPER 
Assistive Technology and Home Automation - A Systems Engineering Perspective by an Assistive Technology User
Aims 

· Provide an insight into application of Systems Engineering techniques into designing AT for SDA,

· document the type of residential functions that need to be considered and outline alternatives in a (hopefully) not too technical manner, and

· primarily benefit  AT Prescribers looking for an overview for Assistive Technology/ (Home Automation) to provide advice when dealing with disability or funding bodies.

Findings/Results/Outcomes 

The presentation main outcomes are:

· outline alternatives and consideration for AT for SDA,

· lessons learnt in designing, building, and living in SDA home requiring extensive AT using System Engineering approaches, and

· raises questions to hopefully provoke discussion on future development of AT from a System Life-Cycle Engineering perspective.

Abstract 
Use of appropriate Assistive Technologies can have a significant impact on the degree of independence a person with high physical support needs can achieve. This presentation will provide a description of the experiences of a Systems Engineer with C4 quadriplegia, who has designed, built, and is living in a home that maximises the opportunities provided by AT. The use of System Engineering design techniques will also be discussed in relation to the AT design process. 
This presentation will benefit AT Prescribers interested in home automation; including considerations involved, possible alternatives, and the final decisions made in the case example. Importantly, outcomes will also be described to illustrate what worked, and how the new house with AT compared to the previous one. Finally, advice based on lessons learnt will be provided, and suggested questions AT prescribers should ask when considering home automation. 
