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Climate impacts  on 
livelihoods  of the poor

❍ “High confidence” that s low ons et and extreme 
climate-related hazards  directly affect the poor 
through advers e impacts  on livelihoods . 

❍ Los t agricultural income drives  
dis proportionate impacts  among poor 
hous eholds  globally. Als o, los s  of common 
pool res ources  like fores ts , fis heries

❍ Warming trends , droughts  pos e greates t ris ks  
to livelihood res ources , particularly crops  and 
human health (important for livelihoods  and 
well-being).

❍ Emerging s hift from crop to lives tock as  a  
buffer activity to recover from crop los s es . 
Viability in the long term not yet as s es s ed. 

❍ Livelihood impacts  concentrated in South As ia, 
Africa, North America. Third of total s ampled 
evidence on livelihood impacts  was  obs erved 
in jus t three countries —Banglades h, India  and 
Nepal.
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No time for incrementalis m
Trans formational change is  neces s ary

❍Enabling policy and ins titutional environment
❍Climate-res ilient practices  and technologies  
❍ Increas ed inves tments , including from 

private s ector
❍Res hape s upply chains , food reta il, 

marketing and procurement
❍Digita l agriculture to revolutionize agriculture 

and s upply chains
❍Empower local governments , producer and 

cons umer organizations , women, youth and 
marginalized groups  to promote local action, 
s trengthen negotia ting power and increas e 
acces s  to res ources

Innovative finance 
to leverage public 
& private s ector 

inves tments

Digita l climate 
advisory s ervices  

Value chain 
development

Enabling policy 
and ins titutional 

framework

Climate-res ilient 
practices  and 
technologies

Empower local 
organizations , 

women and youth
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Nature of res pons es

❍ Timely. Responses  within a  matter of 
days  and weeks  (anticipatory socia l 
protection, local funds , etc).

❍ Targeted. Focus  on the wors t 
affected communities  and groups .

❍ Sus tainable. Long-las ting results  
leading to s elf-sufficiency of the 
affected communities  and their 
resource base, not short-term result 
reliant on external support

❍ Integrated. Engagement of various  
actors  (vulnerable communities , 
government agencies , local and 
international NGOs , media)
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Specific meas ures

❍ Increas ing market integration. Acces s  to 
credit, technology, infras tructure; ris k 
reducing options ;  tenure reforms ; farming 
organis ations , cooperatives  

❍ Climate informed s hifts  in the farming 
s ys tem. New technologies ; tra ining; credit

❍ Small-s cale entrepreneurs hip, particularly 
for landles s . New innovative farming 
s ys tems , microcredit, tra ining

❍ Adaptive s ocial s afety nets  for thos e leas t 
integrated into markets

❍ Exiting/ reducing agriculture in the 
livelihood portfolio. Policies  to s upport 
future livelihoods ; develop s econdary and 
tertiary indus tries  in rural area; education, 
s pecific s kills  
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Related GCA activities

❍Digita l climate advis ory s ervices
❍Locally led planning and 

ins titutionalized capacity 
s trengthening. Climate res ilient 
migrant friendly cities

❍Youth jobs , entrepreneurs hip, 
leaders hip
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Migration
❍ Climate change is  accelerating livelihood trans itions  from rural agricultural production to urban 

wages . Increas ed reliance on temporary, s eas onal or permanent migration, urban wage labour and 
remittances . 

❍ Rural-to-urban livelihood trans itions  under climate change accelerating rural and urban s tra tification 
of wealth. Hous eholds  where family member cannot migrate become more impoveris hed. Thos e 
les s  able to bear the cos ts  of urban migration are a ls o forced to migrate. 

❍ More men s eek employment opportunities  away from home. Women are required to acquire new 
capacities  to manage new challenges , including increas ing vulnerability to climate change.
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Los s  and damage and 
livelihoods

❍Los s  of livelihoods  and income 
s ources

❍Food ins ecurity
❍Malnutrition and permanent 

impacts  to health and labour 
productivity

❍Los s  of life 
❍Los s  of homelands
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