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Masato Nakane serves as the Principal Regional Cooperation Specialist 
within the Regional Cooperation and Integration Unit (SARC) of the 
South Asia Department at the Asian Development Bank (ADB). His 
primary focus is on fostering regional cooperation in South Asia, 
especially through the South Asia Subregional Economic Cooperation 
Program (SASEC). 
 
From September 2021 to September 2023, Masato took a special leave 
from the ADB to contribute to the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, 
enhancing his experience in regional development. 
 
Prior to his leave, he worked with SARC from 2015 to 2021, where he 
played a key role in trade and transport facilitation initiatives for SASEC 
countries and oversaw operations in the Maldives. 
 
Before joining the ADB, Masato's career included important roles at the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the 
International Monetary Fund, and the Japan International Cooperation 
Agency, where he developed expertise in international development and 
economic policy. 
 
Masato holds a PhD and a Master of Science in Applied Economics from 
Cornell University, and a Bachelor of Arts in International Relations from 
the University of Tokyo. He also spent a year studying at Peking 


