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Sameer Khatiwada 
Senior Public Management Economist 
Public Sector Management and Governance Sector Office, 
Sectors Group, ADB 

   
Sameer is an economist who leads preparation and 
implementation of ADB loans and technical assistance projects 
in the area of public resource management. Prior to his current 
role, he was with the Southeast Asia Department where he 
worked in the areas of education, skills development, social 
protection, and jobs. Before joining the ADB in 2017, he spent 
close to 10 years at the International Labor Organization.  
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Nuno Cunha 
Senior Labour Market Institutions Specialist, Inclusive Labour 
Markets, Labour Relations and Working Conditions Branch 
(INWORK), International Labor Organization, Geneva  
  
Nuno Cunha is the Senior Labour Market Institutions Specialist 
since April 2023. He is an economist with a specialization in 
Public Policy (Master from the University of York). With more 
than 20 years of experience in the areas of labor and social 
protection, Nuno worked at the Ministry of Labour and Social 
Security of Portugal, before joining the ILO in 2005. In the ILO 
he worked in the Social Protection Department in Geneva, 
before moving first to Africa and in 2015 to Bangkok, where he 



was the Senior Social Protection Specialist for East and South-
East Asia until March 2023.  
 

 

 

Yesim M. Elhan-Kayalar 
Advisor, Economic Research and Development Impact 
Department, ADB 
  
Yesim Elhan-Kayalar is an economist with more than 32 years 
of work experience in the development sector and academia in 
30 countries. She has worked at national and regional levels to 
create long-term development solutions in public sector 
management, infrastructure, and finance sectors. During her 
tenure at ADB, she has held senior positions, including as 
Country Director for Georgia, where she led ADB’s country 
development strategy and portfolio during 2015-2019. She has 
served on corporate committees for ADBʼs governance and 
public finance policy and interventions. In her current role as 
Advisor to the Chief Economist of the Asian Development Bank, 
Elhan-Kayalar specializes in knowledge and policy solutions for 
high-impact development assistance in Asia and the Pacific. 
Elhan-Kayalar holds a PhD in economics from the University of 
California. 

 
 

 

 

Brendan Ming Hui Chia 
Head of Regional Public Affairs and Policy 
Grab Singapore 
 
Brendan leads the Public Policy team regionally, collaborating 
closely with governments, multilaterals, and other public 
stakeholders across the Southeast Asian region on policy topics 
that advance the socioeconomic welfare of the users of the Grab 
platform. 

 

  

 


