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Asif Cheema is Director for financial institutions in the Private Sector 
Operations Department and leads ADB’s debt and equity funding to 
financial institutions throughout ADB’s developing member countries in 
Asia and the Pacific, as well as ADB’s Microfinance Risk Participation and 
Guarantee Program. Prior to his current role, he was Director for urban and 
social sector in the East Asia Department where he oversaw an existing 
portfolio of and identified new projects in urban development, climate 
adaptation and mitigation, education, skills development, social protection, 
and health sectors. He joined ADB in January 2014 in Manila as part of the 
private sector operations department and has concluded projects to 
support affordable housing, SMEs, renewable energy, agriculture across 
Asia. Prior to joining ADB, he was an Executive Director/Head of Equities 
– Investment Banking at the Bank Sarasin in the United Arab Emirates and 
was Executive Director for Corporate Finance at Nomura International, 
United Arab Emirates. He held the position of Associate Director for 
Corporate Finance Advisory at the HSBC Investment Bank in London, UK. 
He started his career at J.P. Morgan Securities as Associate for Financial 
Institutions Investment Banking in New York.  Asif holds a Master’s degree, 
in Business Administration from Yale University, School of Management, 
United States and completed his Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration from New York Institute of Technology, United States. 

 


