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The world is 
alarmingly 
off-track to 
deliver universal 
access to safe 
sanitation by 
2030



Despite progress, 2 billion people still lack even a basic 
level of sanitation service

GLOBAL POPULATION USING DIFFERENT LEVELS OF SANITATION SERVICE IN 2000 AND 2017
( EACH UNIT REPRESENTS 10 MILLION PEOPLE)



Poor sanitation 
has devastating 
consequences

Illness and disease

Affronts to dignity, 
safety and equality

Financial costs

Disproportionate impacts 
on the most vulnerable



Safe sanitation for all requires addressing risks at every step



Sanitation is 
a public good



Achieving universal access to safe sanitation will be expensive, but 
inaction brings greater costs

THE ANNUAL COSTS TO ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL SANITATION BY 2030 ARE ESTIMATED TO BE US$105 BILLION



80% of countries reported insufficient funding to meet their 
national sanitation targets

ANNUAL RURAL/URBAN FUNDING GAP TO REACH NATIONAL SANITATION TARGETS, 2018 



Imagining a better future: a 
dramatic acceleration in 
progress is possible



Setting goals for health-protective sanitation based on 
global research and practice

WHO Guidelines on Sanitation and Health 

Health actors 
have critical 
functions to 
ensure sanitation 
protects health 
and reduces the 
burden on the 
health system

Efficient and 
sustainable 
sanitation needs 
to have a higher 
profile in its own 
right, and be 
addressed in 
coordination with 
other local 
services

To properly 
protect health, 
toilets must be 
connected to safe 
systems and 
services, from 
defecation to safe 
disposal and use

Everyone, 
everywhere 
needs to have and 
use decent toilets

Many more 
sanitation 
workers are 
needed



Achieving universal access to sanitation 
by 2030 will require dramatic acceleration…

GLOBAL TRENDS IN SANITATION AND ACCELERATION REQUIRED TO ACHIEVE 2030 TARGETS



While the 
challenge is 
significant, history 
shows that it is 
possible



Governments can accelerate 
sanitation progress with 
proven, effective approaches



Five accelerators to achieve 
SDG target 6.2

Governance

Financing

Capacity development

Data and information

Innovation



Good governance 
begins with 
leadership, 
effective 
coordination 
and regulation



Smart public 
finance unlocks 
effective 
household 
and private 
investment



Capacity at all 
levels drives 
progress and 
sustains services



Reliable data 
support better 
decision-making 
and stronger 
accountability



Innovation leads 
to better 
approaches and 
helps meet 
emerging 
challenges
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