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Dr. Ma. Sheilah Gaabucayan-Napalang is a professor and current 
director for research and publications at the School of Urban and 
Regional Planning of the University of the Philippines. She served as the 
Assistant Secretary for Planning and Project Development of the 
Department of Transportation on secondment from 2019 to 2022. Before 
that she was the Director of the National Center for Transportation 
Studies from 2016-2019.  
 
She is one of the core members of the Women in Transport Leadership 
(WiTL), a knowledge-sharing network aimed at empowering female-to-
female collaboration in Asia and Australia to address diverse transport 
challenges. In 2023, she was recognized as one of the 30 Remarkable 
Feminist Voices in Transport by the Women Mobilize Women, the global 
flagship initiative for women in transport. Her research interests include 
just transition to low carbon transport system, consideration of the 
intersectionality of issues in transport planning, and transport safety. 


