
Pre-Conference Workshop 

Advanced Workshop In Information Retrieval:   
The NICE Information Services Team, Innovative 
Automation Tools, and Unlimited Possibilities! 

Saturday June 19 2021 from 08:00 to 15:00 (UTC) 

Organizer: HTAi Interest Group on Information Retrieval (IRG) 

 

8-8:10 Welcome Ingrid Harboe and Siw 
Waffenschmidt 

8:10-8:40  The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence 

(NICE) – ice-breaker  

Caroline Miller, Paul 
Levay and team 

8:40-9:40 Overview of the role of NICE information services – 

Part 1 

Caroline Miller, Paul 
Levay and team 

9:40—9:50 break 

9:50-10:20  The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence 

(NICE) –  discussion on involvement of attendees in HTA  

Caroline Miller, Paul 
Levay and team 

10:20- 11:20 Overview of the role of NICE information services – 

Part 2 

Caroline Miller, Paul 
Levay and team 

11:20-13:00 break 

13:00-14:20 Automation technologies, tools and collaboration to 
improve information retrieval: COVID-19 resources 
tools and resources 

1. Tomas Allen – WHO 
The Embedded Librarian and Creation of the 
WHO COVID-19 Research Database 

2. James Thomas, EPPI Centre 
“The reality (and dream?) of using a single source 
for COVID-19 research surveillance” 

3. Gunn Vist, NIPH: “Short story of a map of the 
COVID-19 pandemic”. 

4. Robin Featherstone, Cochrane: “Reflections on 
Building the Cochrane COVID-19 Study Register 

Tomas Allen, James 
Thomas, Gunn Vist, 
Robin Featherstone 

10-15 min each 
presenter, afterwards 
questions 



and Implications for Future Public Health 
Emergencies of International Concern.” 

14:20-14:50 Discussion COVID-19 resources tools and resources All COVID-19 
presenters 

14:50-15:00 Closing remarks Ingrid Harboe and Siw 
Waffenschmidt 

 

Moderators:  

• Siw Waffenschmidt, Chair IRG, Head of Information Management Unit, Institute for Quality and 
Efficiency in Health Care (IQWiG), Germany 

• Ingrid Harboe, Co-Chair IRG, Information Specialist, Division of Health Services, Norwegian Institute of 
Public Health (NIPH), Norway 

 

Presenters:  

• Caroline Miller, Senior Information Manager, Information Services Team, National Institute for Health 
and Care Excellence, UK 

• Paul Levay, Information Specialist National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE), UK 
• Tomas J. Allen, WHO Library ( Library & Digital Information Networks)  World Health Organization, Switzerland 
• James Thomas, Director of the Evidence for Policy and Practice Information and Coordinating (EPPI)-

Centre, UCL Social Research Institute, UK 
• Gunn Vist – Norwegian Institute of Public Health (NIPH), Norway 
• Robin Featherstone, Information Specialist, Cochrane Editorial and Methods Department, The 

Cochrane Collaboration, UK 
 
 


