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GP19 research call for abstracts
GP19 will include a research stream on Friday 25 and Saturday 26 October providing GP researchers with a forum to share their research. Please read through the below guidelines before starting the submission process as they will provide you with the vital information you will need to have ready to complete your submission.
Abstract Submission Guidelines
Please read the following guidelines regarding the submission process to ensure you are following the correct process.
· Submissions close at midnight on Sunday 2 June 2019
· Only presentations submitted via the RACGP online portal can be accepted
· Oral presentation submissions must contain no more than 250 words
· Workshop presentation submissions must contain no more than 400 words
· A brief summary (40 words maximum) of each presentation will be included in the conference app
· A maximum of two presentations per presenter/submitter can be made
· Submissions must be in English
· Submissions should be text only, no diagrams, illustrations, table or graphics should be included
· If you are submitting on behalf of a corporate entity, please ensure you read the QI&CPD guidelines.
· If applicable, authors and/or presenters must declare conflicts of interest when submitting
· A short biography for each presenter/s is required as part of your submission (maximum of 40-50 words per presenter)
· Submissions are to be submitted on the GP19 research session template. Please refer to the individual sections and complete in paragraph format
· All submissions will be double peer blind reviewed by the RACGP Expert Committee – Research (REC-R), according to the review criteria. You can review the criteria against which submissions will be reviewed further on in these guidelines
· The REC-R will select the submissions to be included in the program. The final weighting of each paper will be taken into consideration as part of the allocation process. Those not accepted for a presentation will be offered the opportunity to display a poster at the conference
· Upon acceptance, submissions will be allocated a presentation time on Friday 25 October or Saturday 26 October. 
· The RACGP reserves the right to change presentation times if needed. In this instance every effort will be made to find an alternative presentation slot that is suitable to the presenter
· If you accept the RACGP’s offer to present and subsequently need to change the time, we cannot guarantee this request can be made and you may be required to withdraw your presentation instead
· The conference organisers will not be held responsible for submission errors caused by internet service outages, hardware or software delays, power outages or unforeseen events
· It is the responsibility of the submitter to ensure the submission is correct
· Submitters will receive notification of the outcome of their submission in late June 2019
· Presenters are required to register and pay for their registration for the conference by 1 August 2019; otherwise, the presentation may be removed from the program
· Presenters are responsible for arranging and paying for their travel and accommodation.
Presentation Types
All submissions are to be presented as either a 15-minute oral session or as a 90-minute workshops. This includes an allocated time for questions. Additionally, you may submit a poster only. Posters will be displayed in the exhibition and catering hall.
All oral presentation rooms will be set as theatre style and include a lectern, microphone, projector, screen and remote clicker provided as standard audio-visual equipment. Workshop sessions will be set for cabaret (tables of 6-8).
15-minute oral papers
Will be allocated 10-12 minutes for their presentation with an additional 3-5 minutes for questions. Oral presentation submissions must be no more than 250 words and should include the following subheadings:
· Background
· Aim
· Methods
· Results
· Discussion
· Conclusions
90-minute workshops
The REC-R welcomes submissions for interactive, skill-building workshops for primary care researchers. They are keen to see opportunities for delegates to learn new methods, academic skills, and career building workshops.
Workshops will be 90-minutes – this will provide opportunity for learning and practising new skills.
Workshops that present a large body of research in a didactic format would not be appropriate. Participants will not have the opportunity to do pre-conference work in preparation.

Workshop abstracts should be no more than 400 words and include the following subheadings:
· Aim and intended outcome/education objectives
· Results
· Conclusions
· Format
· Content
· Intended audience (including a maximum number of participants)
· Preferred room set-up
· References should be indicated where applicable.

Posters
Must be portrait orientation with the preferred size of either A0 or B0.
Subthemes
During the submission process, you will be asked to select which sub-theme best fits your presentation.
· Healthy GP
· Your health and well-being
· General practice systems and quality
· Special interests in general practice
· Healthy patient
· Clinical conditions and skills
· Healthy families
· Vulnerable groups
· Challenging patients
· Healthy community
· Rural health
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health
· Refugee health
· Public health
· Healthy nation
· Workforce issues
· Environment and medicine
· Politics in general practice
· Telehealth
· Healthy future
· Teaching and training in general practice
· Innovation in general practice
· The future of general practice
· Technology
· Other
Should you wish to submit for a topic/theme that does not specifically fit within one of the sub-themes, you may select the ‘other’ option and provide further details on your intended presentation topic/theme
Stage of career
Submitters will be asked to indicate which stages of career their presentation would be most appealing to. You will be asked to choose all that are relevant.
· Medical student
· Resident/intern
· International Medicate Graduate
· Registrar undertaking GP training
· New Fellow (Fellowed within the last 5 years)
· Mid-career (6-35 years post-Fellowship)
· 35+ years post-Fellowship
· Research
· Training
Program scheduling
Presenters are expected to be available to present Friday 25 October or Saturday 26 October 2019. 
Due to the large number of speakers included in the GP19 program, any request to alter the allocated timeslot will be considered on a case by case basis with consideration to the impact on the whole program and other speakers.
Posters will be permanently displayed throughout the conference in the exhibition hall. They will not be facilitated, however, if possible, you are encouraged to remain near your poster during break times should you wish to elaborate on your subject matter.
Conflict of interest and disclosure
The RACGP takes the view that any potential conflicts of interest must be recognised and stated. If there is doubt about the existence of a conflict, it is preferable to err on the side of caution and make a disclosure. The intent of the disclosure is not to prohibit speakers from presenting, but rather to inform the audience of any possible bias that speakers may have.
Conflicts of interest (COI) are common and some would say almost inevitable. COI are secondary interests (e.g. personal, commercial, political, academic or financial) that may influence judgements of the audience receiving the presentation. COI have been described as those which, when revealed later, would make a reasonable delegate feel mislead or deceived. Financial interests may include employment, research funding, sponsorship, stock or share ownership, payment for lectures or travel, consultancies, company support for staff commissioning/funding/sponsorship of any element of the paper, any financial or potential financial benefit, or PR firm involvement. This is not an exhaustive list of potential conflicts, rather an indication of the range of potential conflicts of interest.
Disclosure must be done verbally and displayed in writing on a slide at the beginning of a presentation. It may also be included in written conference materials.
Review Criteria
Submissions will be double blind peer reviewed in accordance with the following review criteria. There will be five scored questions, which will determine the overall rating of the submission. Presentations will be selected by the REC-R. Those with the highest score will be given priority placement. 
It is the policy of the RACGP not to release the details of those who reviewed the submissions. 
1. Relevance (3 points): Is the submissions relevant to the overarching conference theme?
· 1 – No
· 2 – Partly
· 3 – Absolutely

2. Content (5 points): Is the topic pertinent and of value to general practice primary health research?
· 1 – No 
· 2 – Barely
· 3 – Partly
· 4 – Mostly
· 5 – Absolutely

3. Validity (5 points): Does the submission demonstrate evidence of research rigour or scientific process?
· 1 – No
· 2 – Barely
· 3 – Partly
· 4 – Mostly
· 5 – Absolutely

4. Quality (5 points): Is the submission well written and easily understood? Has the presenter effectively outlined the background, aims, method, results and conclusion?
· 1 – No
· 2 – Barely
· 3 – Partly
· 4 – Mostly
· 5 – Absolutely

5. Engagement (2 points): Does the topic have the potential to attract delegates and incite discussion?
· 1 – No
· 2 – Yes
Submission template
Only submissions made via the RACGP portal will be accepted. Submissions must use the GP19 research submission template.
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