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Presentation Title: Therapeutics in action: your medicine queries answered

Please outline the new learnings, innovation, education or hands-on updates to GPs that will form part of your presentation.
Therapeutics is increasingly complex and everyday general practitioners (GPs) are faced with dilemmas regarding medicines, whether it be the most appropriate medicine choice for an individual patient, managing drug-drug/drug-complementary medicines/drug-condition interactions and identifying and managing medicine adverse effects. Often GPs may face these challenges without having them answered. In this fast-paced interactive session, medicine-related clinical queries asked by attendees will be answered, utilising evidence-based resources and the clinical judgement of the presenters and the attendees.
Examples of commonly posed therapeutic queries include the following. 
1. What are the management options for antidepressant induced sexual dysfunction?
1. Are there patients who should avoid taking turmeric?
1. Advice on sulphonamide allergies and drug selection, e.g. can someone allergic to co-trimoxazole take celecoxib?
1. What is the evidence for the new medicine promoted for weight loss?
1. For how long can denosumab be given?

As the content of the session will be based on the queries asked by GPs, the learnings will be new and highly relevant to everyday clinical practice. Whilst the initial query may be related to a particular individual patient or scenario, the knowledge gained has the potential to be applied to a much broader patient group. 

Please explain how this topic or subject is relevant to GPs in a clinical setting?
Therapeutics is a constantly changing, evolving and complex area of medicine and medicines safety is paramount in patient care. While guidelines, protocols and product information resources exist, there are gaps in knowledge and evidence and many clinical therapeutic queries may go unanswered, potentially compromising patient safety or resulting in suboptimal outcomes. Skilled clinical pharmacists with expertise in medicines and therapeutics can assist GPs to make the best choices regarding medicines to enhance outcomes for their patients. 

How do you intend to engage delegates and enhance their learning experience throughout your presentation?
Prior to the session attendees will be asked to pose queries relating to therapeutics, including complementary medicines to the session presenters either in person or via the conference app. The presenters will lead the attendees along the path of using evidence-based resources overlayed by clinical judgement to develop patient centred solutions to the queries.  During the session attendees will be provided with a cohort of valuable online resources that can assist in providing quality care in their everyday practice.

How is the content of your presentation supported by evidence? This may be through a connection with research, clinical trials or other forms of evidence.
The presenters include clinical pharmacists with the Drug and Therapeutics Information service (DATIS) and GPs who utilise the services of DATIS. DATIS pharmacists have provided evidence-based clinical support services to GPs for over 25 years. The answers to queries asked by GPs are subject to an audit and feedback and peer review process. The answers to the questions discussed in the session will be based on a rigorous process of research including evidence-based resources, primary research literature and clinical judgement. 

Does your presentation showcase a new (within the last 3 years) skill or practical knowledge update to the primary health environment? If yes, please provide further details.
The scope of the clinical pharmacist’s role in general practice is evolving in Australia and holds much potential for the support of GPs and patient outcomes. This presentation will exemplify the varied roles of skilled clinical pharmacists in medicines safety and therapeutics optimisation and showcase the collaborative working relationship between clinical pharmacists and GPs. 
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