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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE        

Inaugural Aotearoa Hydrogen Awards Celebrate 
Innovation, Commitment and Progress 

The inaugural Aotearoa Hydrogen Awards Ceremony will take place during the H2 2 ZERO 
Summits prestigious Gala Dinner on the evening of 7 September 2023, where winners 
from across six different categories will be recognised for their outstanding contribution 
to the evolving hydrogen industry in New Zealand. 
 
Dr Linda Wright, CEO of the New Zealand Hydrogen Council, says the number of entries 
reflects the high level of innovation and commitment of industry to decarbonising New 
Zealand’s economy.  
 
“We are delighted with the number of nominations, with 32 in total across the six award 
categories, however it’s the high calibre and depth of the nominations that makes these 
inaugural awards truly outstanding.  We look forward to celebrating and applauding the 
commitment, tenacity and progress of the finalists and winners at the awards ceremony,” 
Linda Wright says. 
 
Nominated organisations span the full hydrogen value chain and include Toyota NZ, 
Tuaropaki Trust, H.W. Richardson Group, Global Bus Ventures, Auckland Transport, 
Halcyon Power, Hiringa Energy, Fabrum, BOC, NZ Post, University of Otago, GNS Science, 
new tech start up Bspkl, as well as stand out individuals who are making their mark. 
 
The six award categories are: Innovation Excellence, Industry Impact, Hydrogen Transport, 
Our People, Future Hydrogen Leader and Person of the Year. 
 
Linda Wright says the significance of each award will be celebrated with a hand crafted 
taonga carved by Sands Carving Studio in Hamilton. “There is korero behind each of the 
curated carvings but I love what carver Malcolm Cox explained in Te Reo, Te iti pounamu 
te nui korero, while the gift may seem small the message is profound. I’m sure each of the 
winners will be delighted to take home this taonga,” Linda Wright says. 
 
Ends. 
 
For further comment please contact: 
Dr Linda Wright 
0272233058 
linda@nzhydrogen.org 
 
For media accreditaBon to the H2 2 ZERO Summit please contact: 
Dan Rainey 
0211639380 
dan@nzhydrogen.org 
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Notes: 
The H2 2 ZERO Summit to be held on 7 & 8 September in Wellington’s new Tākina ConvenBon 
Centre. Further informaBon and programme visit www.h22zerosummit.nz 
 
Key speakers include:  

• His Excellency Ambassador Koichi Ito, Ambassador of Japan to New Zealand 

• Mary Burce Warlick, Deputy Executive Director, International Energy Agency (IEA) 

• Mr Ken Ando, Managing Executive Officer, Obayashi Corporation 

• Christian MaaB, Director-General for Energy Policy, Heat, Hydrogen and Efficiency, Federal 
Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action, German Government 

• Professor Christian Sattler, Acting Director of the German Aerospace Center’s Institute of 
Future Fuels and Professor for solar fuel production at the Technical University of Dresden, 
Germany 

• Dr. Sunita Satyapal, Director, Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technologies Office, U.S. Department 
of Energy 

• John Simkiss, Senior Managing Director, Blackstone, USA 

• Vesna Olles, Director for Clean Energy and Strategy, BOC 

• Romesh Rodrigo, Head of Vehicle Homologation, Regulatory Affairs and Future Mobility, 
Daimler Truck Australia Pacific 

• Leoni Steenson, Procurement Manager Oceania and Southeast Asia, Maersk 

• Anthony Jones, Chief Executive, HW Richardson Group 

• Christopher Boyle, Chair & Executive Director, Fabrum 

• Amy Barrett, Global Aviation Lead, Fortescue Future Industries 

• Professor Chris Bumby, Chief Scientist - Material, Victoria University of Wellington 

• Dr. Paul Geraghty, CEO & Co-Founder, Liquium 
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