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Waste 2017 Abstract Submission
Engaging the youth of today to protect the climate of tomorrow 


My presentation is relevant to the following topic area(s). 

  Circular economy	  Overseas experiences
  Collection (inc MUD’s, transient population areas)	  Problem/Hazardous waste (inc asbestos, clinical &
  Container Deposit Schemes 	medical, ocean plastics, paint, tyres etc)
  Economics (inc business cases, data gathering,	  Product Stewardship 
monitoring performance)	  Regional issues
x  Education (inc community engagement)	  Recycling (inc CRC’s, collection)
  E-Waste		Regulations and levies
  Grants (outcomes and processes)	  Social enterprise
  Infrastructure (inc major waste grants, EfW, organics)	  State based issues (eg. Fit for the Future NSW)
  Innovative projects (case studies preferred)	  Technology 
  Landfill (inc operations, regulations)	  Tenders and contracts
  Litter and/or illegal dumping (inc litter initiatives)	  Other					    Organics (inc collection, processing)
					
Presenter information

Presenter name: Val Southam
Presenter position: Chairman
Presenter organisation: Keep Australia Beautiful
Presenter email address: vsoutham@outlook.com
Presenter phone number: 89544000

Presenter mobile number: 0408223029

Biography 

Val Southam is the chair of Keep Australia Beautiful and the chair of Keep NSW Beautiful. Val is the former CEO of the Waste Management Association of Australia. 
Abstract Summary 

This project is a valuable tool for local councils to engage their local community in Sustainable Development utilising their local school and students. Eco-Schools Australia is an international framework for schools accreditation for sustainability education that is currently being run in over 60 countries around the world, incorporating more than 40,000 schools. In order to achieve the coveted Green Flag accreditation schools must introduce student led sustainability actions in their school and demonstrate engagement with their local business community as well as parents, local council and other stakeholders.  This program is endorsed by UNEP and UNESCO and aligns to the UN’s Sustainable Development Guidelines.  



Abstract 

The Federation for Environmental Education (FEE)  Eco-Schools program is “hosted” by a non-governmental organisation in each participating country.  In Australia this is Keep Australia Beautiful .The program ensures young people have the power to be the change for sustainability our world needs by engaging them in fun, action-orientated and socially responsible learning. 
The program’s greatest achievement is that it produces generation after generation of sustainably minded, environmentally conscious people. These individuals will carry the behavioural patterns they uptake under the auspices of Eco-Schools with them through life.
Each school follows a proven 7 step process which empowers their students to lead processes and actions through hands-on, experiential and project based learning that ultimately is shared with parents, P&C, local authorities and the local business community. 
Many Australian councils are embracing the program for their local schools. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This program has been running in Australia for almost two years and this presentation will present results in Australia so far as well as case studies of latest achievements in schools and their communities. 
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