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Waste 2017 Abstract Submission
Picitup South Coast – litter, marine debris and volunteer capacity to influence change. 


My presentation is relevant to the following topic area(s). 

  Circular economy	  Overseas experiences
  Collection (inc MUD’s, transient population areas)	  Problem/Hazardous waste (inc asbestos, clinical &
  Container Deposit Schemes 	medical, ocean plastics, paint, tyres etc)
  Economics (inc business cases, data gathering,	  Product Stewardship 
monitoring performance)	x  Regional issues
  Education (inc community engagement)	  Recycling (inc CRC’s, collection)
  E-Waste		Regulations and levies
  Grants (outcomes and processes)	  Social enterprise
  Infrastructure (inc major waste grants, EfW, organics)	  State based issues (eg. Fit for the Future NSW)
  Innovative projects (case studies preferred)	  Technology 
  Landfill (inc operations, regulations)	  Tenders and contracts
x  Litter and/or illegal dumping (inc litter initiatives)	  Other					    Organics (inc collection, processing)
					
Presenter information

Presenter name: James Vincent
Presenter position: Regional Illegal Dumping Coordinator
Presenter organisation: Illawarra Joint Organisation of Councils
Presenter email address: jvincent@illawarrajointorganisation.nsw.gov.au
Presenter phone number: 02 42323200
Presenter mobile number: 0411080177

Biography 

James Vincent. A former NSW police office and Wollongong City Council Ranger started at the Illawarra Joint Organisation over 3 years ago as the Regional Illegal Dumping Prevention Coordinator. James  manages the Southern region illegal dumping program which spans across 7 Councils in the southern region of NSW. The program identifies issues across the southern region, where benefits of scale, reduced costs, increased efficiencies and specialist skills can be more appropriately applied for improved monitoring, education and enforcement towards illegal dumping.
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Abstract Summary 

This paper explores the “Picitup” South Coast program and the success of the program in providing the tools and support for volunteers to pick up litter on their daily walk and become citizen scientists and assist the South Coast region with determining where litter is coming from.



Abstract 

“Marine ecosystems worldwide are affected by man-made refuse, much of which is plastic (CSIRO)”.  We knew this statement was correct, the Federal Government was holding senate enquiries into this very topic but we weren’t up to speed on how we on the South Coast of NSW were contributing to the issue or the solution. We knew from our previous work in the litter space that litter can travel great distances through wind, water or storm inputs but we didn’t have any idea of how much litter was being transported or what percentage was being dropped at the site.

The issue we needed to solve was how we were going to be able to survey such a large area or determine which inputs were having the greatest impacts. Councils do a great job of collecting the large litter items so our natural spaces look clean from a distance however when you start to look closely it’s a different story. It is not the large items that are immediately impacting our coastal environments, it’s the small pieces of plastic or the older items that are starting to photo degrade and break up into smaller pieces in our oceans and waterways. 

The Picitup program was developed by the Illawarra Joint Organisation in partnership with the Tangaroa Blue Foundation and Conservation Volunteers Australia. Many other partnerships have helped to support the delivery of the program including University of Wollongong, Local Land Services, NPWS, Jervis Bay Marine Park, Catchment Management Authority, RMS, Illawarra Intrepid landcare, Surfrider Foundation, Plastic Free South Coast, Take 3 South Coast, Australian Seabird Rescue, Boomerang Bags, and local Councils.  

The program aims to provide the training and tools to community groups and individuals to collect litter on their daily walks and record critical data including location, weather, weight, volume and item specific information. This information is then entered into the Australian Marine Debris database. The database has an open access policy which allows volunteers to keep a track of their sites as well as allowing Councils to access valuable data which was previously non-existent.

With a significant increase in population during peak holiday times, the south coast region is subject to the pressures of not just population increase but increases in items consumed, waste produced, beach and coastal area usage, vehicles, tour busses and culturally and linguistically diverse visitors. All these factors influence the way a space is used and also the way it is left at the end of the day. 

This success of this program relies almost entirely on volunteers.  Volunteers have played a critical role in both cleaning up litter and collecting data about the litter. In the 4 month period (August – November), there has been 78 key community change makers trained by the Tangaroa Blue Foundation in the issue of marine debris and the importance of data collection and how to play a role as citizen scientists. This information was then disseminated by the attendees to their community groups, friends and family. The result of this information sharing has seen more than 550 volunteers participating in regular clean-ups across 42 sites resulting in 2420 volunteer hours and more than 40,000 items logged in the database. The amount of litter and marine debris that has been cleaned up is 594kg’s or more than 150 240L bins worth of litter.

The value of the work undertaken by volunteers over the four months has been estimated to be around $133,000 (on an equivalent cost basis had the work been performed by Councils). 
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