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Community Recycling Centres in NSW: Achievements and future directions


My presentation is relevant to the following topic area(s). 

  Circular economy	  Overseas experiences
  Collection (inc MUD’s, transient population areas)	  Problem/Hazardous waste (inc asbestos, clinical &
  Container Deposit Schemes 	medical, ocean plastics, paint, tyres etc)
  Economics (inc business cases, data gathering,	  Product Stewardship 
monitoring performance)	  Regional issues
  Education (inc community engagement)	  Recycling (inc CRC’s, collection)
  E-Waste		Regulations and levies
  Grants (outcomes and processes)	  Social enterprise
  Infrastructure (inc major waste grants, EfW, organics)	  State based issues (eg. Fit for the Future NSW)
  Innovative projects (case studies preferred)	  Technology 
  Landfill (inc operations, regulations)	  Tenders and contracts
  Litter and/or illegal dumping (inc litter initiatives)	  Other					    Organics (inc collection, processing)
					
Presenter information

Presenter name: Janet Sparrow
Presenter position: Acting Manager Community Recycling 
Presenter organisation: NSW Environment Protection Authority
Presenter email address: janet.sparrow@epa.nsw.gov.au 
Presenter phone number: 02 9995 6913
Presenter mobile number: 0472 840 305

Presenter name: Glen Sheffer
Presenter position: Senior Project Officer, Community Recycling
Presenter organisation: NSW Environment Protection Authority
Presenter email address: glen.sheffer@epa.nsw.gov.au	
Presenter phone number: 02 9995 6880
Presenter mobile number: 0455 065 667

Biography 

Janet has more than ten years of experience in the design, delivery and evaluation of waste management and environmental education programs in NSW State and Local Government, in the not-for-profit sector, and at a university in the Philippines. With degrees in Environmental Management and Science, she is the current NSW Chair of the Waste Management Association of Australia’s Waste Educators Working Group. At the NSW EPA, Janet currently manages the $70 million Household Problem Waste Programs as part of the Waste Less, Recycle More initiative. This includes the Household Chemical CleanOut and Community Recycling Centres programs.

Glen has worked in the NSW Government on waste and recycling issues for the past 17 years. Prior to this he has 25 years’ experience in the engineering sector over a wide range of fields in the local and international arena. He has managed the Household Chemical Collection (HCC) Program since its inception in 2003 and has been instrumental in the development and delivery of the network of Community Recycling Centres across NSW.

Abstract Summary 

To date, the NSW Government has invested $11.35 million in grants infrastructure funding to support the development 101 Community Recycling Centres across NSW; 80 have now been constructed and 55 officially launched. Operating sites have so far recovered 783,071 kg of target materials.

A further $3 million in infrastructure grants has been set aside between 2017 and 2021 to support the completion of the Community Recycling Centre network. 

This presentation will summarise:
· the achievements of the Community Recycling program to date
· the results of a recently commissioned location strategy, which indicates an additional 21 Centres are required, predominantly in metropolitan areas, to adequately service the NSW community
· the priority focus areas for future rounds of Community Recycling Centre infrastructure funding
· other Household Problem Wastes initiatives the EPA intends to pursue in the next phase of Waste Less, Recycle More.


Abstract 

To date, the NSW Government has invested $70 million on household problem waste programs over five years. This includes $11.35 million in grants infrastructure funding to support the development 101 Community Recycling Centres across NSW; 80 have now been constructed and 55 officially launched. Operating sites have so far recovered 783,071 kg of target materials.

A further $57 million in funding has been set aside for household problem waste programs between 2017 and 2021. This includes $3 million in infrastructure grants to support the completion of the Community Recycling Centre network. A recently commissioned location strategy shows that 54% of metropolitan residents have ready access to a Centre, while in regional areas this figure is 85%. An additional 19 centres in Greater Sydney and the Illawarra, and 4 centres in identified regional areas will bring the coverage to 97% and 93%, respectively. 

The primary focus of the next phase of funding will be to establish Centres in identified under-serviced areas across NSW. Later initiatives will involve developing specialised solutions for rapidly growing high rise developments as well as remote areas. 

This presentation will also address how the EPA intends to approach providing ongoing guidance to established sites, auditing and monitoring of the network, and the future interaction with the Household Chemical CleanOut program. 
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