
What is good place

Complexity in cities – tensions in contradictory ideas

Movement and Place Frameworks

A way forward 

A vision for public realm 
– Integration of Place and Movement 

Source: Aotearoa Urban Street 
Planning and Design Guide



NBC – fantasy comedy starring Ted Danson and Kristen Bell from 2016

Place vs Movement ??  





Gehl Architects 
Urban Quality Criteria 



City as a complex system 



Integration 



Tensions between contradictory ideas:

• Public vs private
• Order vs incident
• Future vs past
• Quality vs quantity
• Growth vs stability
• Movement vs place

Movement Place



Source: Austroads | Transport for New South Wales



100 people:
bus/pedestrians – 48sqm                              bikes – 111sqm                          cars – 418sqm





LGWM – Thorndon Quay – 24 m corridor 

AT Urban Street & Road Design Guide -24m corridor

Thorndon Quay, Wellington 



Gehl Architects promote 
for the betterment of 
public life: “Our work is 
based on the human 
dimension. The built 
environment’s effect on 
social interaction 
between people. People 
experience the city using 
all of their senses”.



How people are 
using places-
Wellington Waterfront 



Findings for walking that it improves, among other things, traffic safety, community 
identity, tourism, stormwater management, transit effectiveness, urban competitiveness 
and connection to cultural heritage; it reduces obesity, other chronic diseases, health-
care costs, crime, traffic congestion, maintenance costs, fossil fuel dependence, air 
pollution, ambient noise and microclimates; and it increases life spans, neighborhood
vitality, worker creativity, social interaction, intergenerational connectedness, 
community inclusivity, employment rates, economic productivity, local investment, 
property values, efficiency of land use, public engagement, civic responsibility, urban 
resiliency, beauty, and happiness.





Integration of movement and importance of place 

Public life- hanging out  



Sweden’s Street Moves project – integrating scooter/cycle parking with seating 



transitional permanent 

The ultimate goal is hugely ambitious: a rethink and makeover of 
every street in the country over this decade, so that “every street in 

Sweden is healthy, sustainable and vibrant by 2030,” according to 
Street Moves’ own materials.





Te Āti Awa Taranaki Whānui
has been working in partnership 
with Wellington City Council to 
bring a te ao Māori perspective 
to the development of the 
city’s bike network





Tahitai – Isthmus Group 

Enhancing place – more than one outcome:
• cycleway 
• enhanced pedestrian  
• enhanced city experience 
• a more robust land to sea connection
Comes at a price! 



Shared space 
– Fort St Auckland 



Wellington Waterfront 
shared space solutions
- a 25 year experiment  



Wellington Waterfront  - Frank Kitts Park/Fale - The future?




