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What is equity 
One of many definitions

Equity is a tool to redistribute power from people who have held the power for long-

People who get the least will get the most….

– Tamika L Butler from APA Pod cast Dec2022 

NACTO Keynote speech

Seattle, WA, Sept2016 

Tamika L Butler from APA 

Pod cast Dec2022 



What is Equity planning ?

• Title VI, Civil Rights Act of 1964

No person in the United States shall, on the ground of 

race, color, or national origin, be excluded from 

participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be 

subjected to discrimination under any program or 

activity receiving Federal financial assistance.

Equity Planning



What is Equity planning ?

Equity Planning

• Urban Planning was used to keep non-white people from buying or 

occupying land

Racial covenants example from  Minneapolis(1939)



What is Equity planning ?

• More focus on Equity Planning since 2020 

– Black lives matter | Police murder of 

George Floyd, Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown, 

Eric Garner, and Rekia Boyd

• Shifting away from colour/gender/ class blinded policies

• Ultimately, seeking more investment for underserved communities

• American Planning Association (2023)

Planning for social equity means recognizing planning practices that have had a disparate impact 

on certain communities and actively working with affected residents to create better communities 

for all.

Equity Planning



Power of planning

Equity Planning

Burdened by, and vulnerable to, multiple sources of pollution

High-Injury Network (HIN) areas

Source: Oakland DOT: 
https://oakgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/M

apSeries/index.html?appid=fd47784582

294d7b87cfb3ee1b047ea8



Power of planning

Equity Planning

PTALEthnicity Socioeconomic



Power of planning

Equity Planning

Fatal crashesEthnicity Socioeconomic



Power of planning
RLTP

Equity Planning

Ethnicity Socioeconomic



Systematic discrimination

The public policies of yesterday still 

shape the racial landscape of 

today…

Richard Rothstein



Systematic discrimination

Equity Planning

From 1898 Māori could receive the old-age pension, but it was 

only two-thirds of the Pākehā rate.

After 1881 Chinese had to pay a poll tax to enter New 

Zealand, and were not allowed to become naturalised citizens. 

From an old-age pension, 1898 to 1936 neither Indians nor 

Chinese could receive 

Pacific Islanders were encouraged to move to New Zealand 

as workers from the 1950s – but in the 1970s they were 

accused of being overstayers. 

Reference



Systematic discrimination

• Is the harbour bridge the symbol of the white supremacy of the past?

– Think about why it is solely
dedicated for cars

– Think about who could buy
cars in the 50s

– Think about the affluence

– Think about racial diversity 
between north shore and the rest

• An infrastructure divided 
communities by who can cross
the bridge…

Systematic discrimination

Equity Planning



Systematic discrimination

• Transport planning

– We decide how people move

– One size fits all approach



Equity Planning

More power Less power (blind spot)

If you feel uncountable talking 

about racial difference, probably 

because you are privileged…

Tamika L Butler NACTO Keynote speech

Seattle, WA, Sept2016 

Seattle DOT: Transportation Equity 

Framework

Systematic discrimination



Planning industry– White space 

Equity Planning

• In the US

Source: https://planning-org-uploaded-media.s3.amazonaws.com/publication/download_pdf/Planning-for-Equity-Policy-Guide-rev.pdf

US demography

Urban Planner



Planning industry– White space 

Equity Planning

• In the UK, the Royal Town Planning Institute membership: 

– 93% White / 7% BAME (Black, Asian, and Minority Ethnic)

– 94%  UK nationality, 4% EU and 2% the rest of the world. 

• UK’s demography: 87% white, 13% BAME (2011 census)

Source: https://www.rtpi.org.uk/research/2019/june/the-uk-planning-profession-in-2019/#:~:text=We%20estimate%20that%3A-,Around%20two%2Dfifths%20of%20planners%20are%20women%20and%20three%2Dfifths,a%20third%20of%20the%20total).



Planning industry– White space 

Equity Planning

• Waka Kotahi Board member (2022)

• NZ’s demography (2018 census):

– 70% White (European descendant)

– 17% Māori

– 8%   Pacific people

– 15% Asian

– 2%   Middle Eastern / Latin American/ African

– 1%   Other 

Source: https://www.stats.govt.nz/news/ethnic-group-summaries-reveal-new-zealands-multicultural-make-up/



Privilege as a blind spot

• King Country repealed helmet law in 2022 (Seattle, WA)

– Due to dissimilatory enforcement against people of colour in 

particular homeless people

Equity Planning



Privilege as a blind spot

• In NZ

Equity Planning

NZ’s demography (2018 census):

70% white (European descendant)

17% Māori

8% Pacific people

15% Asian

2% Middle Eastern / Latin American/ 

African

1% Other 

Traffic offence

Source: https://www.police.govt.nz/about-us/publications-statistics/data-and-statistics/policedatanz/proceedings-offender-demographics

https://www.police.govt.nz/about-us/publications-statistics/data-and-statistics/policedatanz/proceedings-offender-demographics


Privilege as a blind spot

Equity Planning



Privilege as a blind spot

• Can we our trust police??

– Vision Zero in NZ

Vision zero with enforcement

will result in more

Māori and Pacifica people affected

by this policy because of racial profiling

Equity Planning



Privilege as a blind spot

• Vision Zero in the US

Equity Planning

Source: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-09-01/vision-zero-and-black-lives-matter-clash-over-policing-traffic-enforcement

https://medium.com/vision-zero-cities-journal/can-vision-zero-work-in-a-racist-society-43daad4a8561

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2022-04-11/-vision-zero-at-a-crossroads-as-u-s-traffic-death-rise

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-09-01/vision-zero-and-black-lives-matter-clash-over-policing-traffic-enforcement
https://medium.com/vision-zero-cities-journal/can-vision-zero-work-in-a-racist-society-43daad4a8561
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2022-04-11/-vision-zero-at-a-crossroads-as-u-s-traffic-death-rise


What can we do? | Better engagement 

• We thought we were helping you…

• We did not get to experiment

to build our country…
1956 High School Exchange Students in USA Debate on Prejudice (2): 

Philippines, Japan, UK, Indonesia |  Play 10:18

• Do we really know what 

communities need ?

• Are we simply repeating the power logic of colonisation ???

Equity Planning



To end

• I believe in restorative justice

Equity Planning

“There is no thing as a single-issue struggle because we do not live single-issue lives.”

― Audre Lorde

“Cities have the capability of providing something for everybody, only because, and only 

when, they are created by everybody.”

― Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities



Thank you 

Connect with me
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