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“[These events] will become more severe 
as the planet continues to warm. That will 
mean… heavier rain, and more problems 
from… flooding.”
MetService

https://blog.metservice.com/TropicalCycloneGabrielleSummary 



Imagery sourced from 
the Ministry for the 
Environment and 
licensed for reuse under 
the CC 3.0 licence.
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Sourced from the LINZ Data Service and licensed for reuse under the CC BY 4.0 licence. 

Mangaone, Palmerston North, 1949

https://data.linz.govt.nz/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Sourced from the LINZ Data Service and licensed for reuse under the CC BY 4.0 licence. 

Mangaone, Palmerston North, 2022

https://data.linz.govt.nz/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


From: Tukua Ngā Awa Kia Rere / Making Room for Rivers, Forest & Bird



https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/local-democracy-reporting/128998428/narrowed-wairau-river-influencing-aquifer-recharge-levels 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/local-democracy-reporting/128998428/narrowed-wairau-river-influencing-aquifer-recharge-levels




“working against nature does not work” 

“[we] may inadvertently be manufacturing 
future disasters”

"moving out of harm's way saves lives"

‘Reanimating the strangled rivers of Aotearoa New Zealand.’ https://wires.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/wat2.1624 

https://wires.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/wat2.1624


“…unwise intensive development 
behind stopbanks has often been 

encouraged”



From: Tukua Ngā Awa Kia Rere / Making Room for Rivers – Forest & Bird
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https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/auckland-council-and-government-set-to-unveil-1-billion-plus-package-to-
buy-out-700-homes-and-meet-other-storm-related-costs/73AUQGKWWFFW7BN2LGK5VLACRI/ 

https://ourauckland.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/news/2023/05/mayor-supports-making-space-for-water/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/auckland-council-and-government-set-to-unveil-1-billion-plus-package-to-buy-out-700-homes-and-meet-other-storm-related-costs/73AUQGKWWFFW7BN2LGK5VLACRI/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/auckland-council-and-government-set-to-unveil-1-billion-plus-package-to-buy-out-700-homes-and-meet-other-storm-related-costs/73AUQGKWWFFW7BN2LGK5VLACRI/


Policy 6: … (a) nature-based solutions are 
preferred over hard-engineering solutions







“A possible effect of climate change is that cyclones 
of some form could pass close to New Zealand with 

increasing frequency. It may be that in retrospect 
the Bola storm will not be regarded as such an 

extreme event.”

“In the interests of future generations… 
government cannot allow the… nation’s floodplain 

land to be unwisely used.”
Inquiry Into Flood Mitigation Measures Following Cyclone Bola, Office of Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment, Te Kaitiaki Taiao, December 1988, p.21.
https://pce.parliament.nz/media/lr2n4g4x/inquiry-into-flood-mitigation-measures-following-cyclone-bola-december-1988-small.pdf
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