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Rise of the 
double-cab 

ute

• Five of top ten best-sellers 2019

• Ranger best-selling vehicle since 2015

• The US – more pick up trucks sold than cars 
(2020)

• NZ - Most ute trips replace car trips



Causes

• Light regulation

• Heavy promotion

see Bradsher 2002



Consequences

• Obstructed streets

• Worse local pollution

• More deaths and serious 
injuries to other road users





Consequences

• More greenhouse gases

Emissions from SUVs have nearly 
tripled over the past decade, owing to 
their increasing popularity around the 
world, which has outpaced the growth 
of other segments of the auto market. 
Today, SUV emissions are comparable 
to those of the entire maritime 
industry, including international 
shipping.
IEA 2021





Responses


